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Then . .. ONE DAY

The Circus Show happened to reach

A town way down south, not so far from Palm Beach
And, dawdling along way up high in the sky,

Who (of all peopler should chance to fly by

But that old good-for-nothing bird, runaway Mayzie!
Stillon v and scill just as lazy.

And, spying the flags and the tents just below,

She sang out, “What fun! Why, I'll go to the show!”

o
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Teo Hotonthecptntle, Now s, .
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And he sacall that day
And he kept the egg warm.
And he sat all that night
Through a ferrible storm.

It poured and it lightninged!
It thundered! It rumbled!

“Thisisn’t much fun,”
The poor clephant grumbled.
wish she'd come back
*Cause I'm cold and I'm wet.
Thope that that Mayzie bird doesn’t forger.”
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“Butit's MINE!” scrcamcd the bird, when she heard the egg crack.
(The work was all done. Now she wanted it back.)

“I¢'s MY egg!” she sputtered. “You stole it from me!

Get off of my nest and get ont of my trecl”

Poor Horton backed down
With a sad, heavy heart
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S Horton kept sitting there, day after day.

And soon it was Autumn, The leaves blew away.

And then came the Winter ... the snow and the slect
And icicles hung

From his trunk and his fect,

But Horton kept sitting, and said with asnecze,
"Il tay on this egg and Tuon'tlet it frecac.

[ meant what Isaid

And Isaid what I meant. ...

An clephant's fathful

One hundred per cent”
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But at that very instant, the cgg burst apart!
And out of the pieces of red and white shell,
From the cgg that he'd sat on so long and so well,
Horton the Elephant saw something whizz!
ITHAD EARS
AND A TAIL
AND A TRUNK JUST LIKE HIS! \
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“Look! Horton the Elephant’s
Up
They taunted. They teased him.
They yelled, “How absurd!”
“Old Horton the Elephant
Thinks he's a bird!”

atree!”
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So poor Horton sat there
The whole winter through. ...
And then came the springtime
With troubles anew!

His friends gathered round
And they shouted with glee.
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Andshesooped o e e
Thoughanpnteaedor, .,
ol g e Mo,
Tsmoubfn!

Por oo oked i s i sl
Hestred sk bubeforehe could ..
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M

Then Horcon, the Elephant, passed by her trec.

“Hello!" called the lazy bird, smiling her best,
X “You've nothing to do and T do need a rest. /
Would You like to sit on the egg in my nest?”
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Sighed Mayzie; 4 lazy bird hatching a0 cgg:
“I'm tired and I'm bored

And I've kinks in my leg

From sitting, just sitting here day after day.
I¢'s work! How T hate it!

I'd much rather play!

I'd take a vacation, fly off for a rest

If I could find someone to stay on my nest!

If I could find somcone, I'd fly away—free. . . .
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The lephant Lughed.

"Why, of all silly things!

[ haven't feathers and [ haven't wings.

ME on your ¢gg? Why, that doesn't make sense. ...
Your egg is so small, ma'am, and I'm o immense!”

“Tut, tut,” answered Mayzic. " know you're not small
But I'm sure you can do it. No trouble at all

Just sit on it softly. You're gentle and kind,

Come, be a good fellow. I know you won't mind.”

“laan't" said the clephant,

"PLEE-ASE” begged the bird,

"I won't be gone long, sir. I give you my word,

['l huety right back. Why, I'll never be missed. .. ."
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And the frst thing he knev, they had builea big wagon
With ropes on the front for the pullers to drag on.
They dug up his trec and they pu it inside,

With Horton so sad that he practically cricd.

“We're off!” the men shoured. And off they all went

With Horton unhappy, one hundred per cent.
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Up out of the jungle! Up into the sky!

Up over the mountains ten thousand feet high!
Then down, down the mountains

And down to the sea

Went the cart with the clephant,
Egg, nestand tree ...
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Then out of the wagon
And onto a ship!

Out over the ocean . ...

N nd ok, whiat 2 3if]

Rolling and tossing and splashed with the spray!
And Horton said, day after day after day,
“I'meant what I said

And I said what I meant . ...

But oh, am I'seasick!

Onc hundred per cent!”
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After bobbing around for two weeks like a cork,

They landed at last in the town of New York.

“All ashore!” the men shouted,

And down with a lurch

Went Horton the Elephant

Still on his perch,

Tied onto a board that could just scarcely hold him. . ...

BUMP!
Horton landed!
And then the men sold him!
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Sold to a circus! Then week after week
They showed him o people at ten cents a peck.
They took him to Boston, to Kalamazoo,

To Dayton, Ohio; St. Paul, Minnesota;
To Wichita, Kansas; to Drake, North Dakota.
And everywhere thousands of folks flocked to sce
Andlaugha the clephant upina trec.

Poor Horton grew sadder the farther he went,
But he said as he sat in the hot noisy tent:
“I'meant what I'said, and I said what I meant

An elephant’s faithful—onc hundred per cent!
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~INo matter WHAT happens,
Thisegg st bererided!”

But poor Horton's troubles

Were far, far from ended. §
For, while Horton sat there

So faithful, so kind,

Three bunters came sneaking

Up softly bebind!
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They laughed and they laughed. Then they all ran away.
And Horton was loncly. He wanted to play.

But he sat on the egg and continued to say.

“I'meant what I said

And Isaid what Imeant. ..

An clephant’s faithful
One hundred per cent!
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Did he run?

He did not!

HORTON STAYED ON THAT NEST!
He held his head high

And he threw out his chest
And he looked at the hunters
As much as to say:

“Shoot if you must

But I won’t run away!

I meant what I said

And I said what I meant. . ..
An elephant’s faithful

One hundred per cent!”
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But the men dian’t shoot!

Much to Horton's surprise,

They dropped their three guns

And they stared with wide eyes! i3
“"Luok!” they all shouted,

""Can such a thing be?

Anelephant sittingon topof atree ...
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"I strange! It's amazing! It's wonderful! New!
Don't shoot him. We'll cATCH him. That's just what we'll do!
Let's take him alive, Why, he's terribly funny!

We'll sell him back home to a citcus, for money!”
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.. And they sent him home

Happy,

One hundred per cent!
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And the people came shouting, "W hat's all this aboit ..

They looked! And they stared with their cyes popping out!
Then they cheered and they cheered and they CHEERED more and more.
They'd never seen anything like it before!

“My goodness! My gracious!” they shouted. “MY WORD!

1¢'s something brand new!

IT'S AN ELEPHANT-BIRD!!
And it should be, it should be, it SHOULD be like that!

Because Horton was faithful! He sat and he sat!

He meant what he said

And he said what he meant. . ..
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r. Seuss

wrote and illustrated 44 world-famous b
for children...and their lucky parcnts.

AND TO THINK THAT | SAW IT ON MULBERRY STREET
THE 500 HATS OF BARTHOLOMEW CUBBINS
THE KING'S STILTS.
HORTON HATCHES THE EGG
MCELLIGOT'S POOL.
THIDWICK THE BIG HEARTED MOOSE
BARTHOLOMEW AND THE OOBITCK.

HIOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS!
YERTLE THE TURTLE AND OTHER STORIES,
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!"

THE SNEETCHES AND OTHER STORIES

DR_SEUSS'S SLEEP BOOK
1 HAD TROUBLE IN GETTING TO SOLLA SOLLEW
THE CAT IN THF HAT SONGBOOK.
1 CAN LICK 30 TIGERS TODAY! AND OTHER STORIES
TCAN DRAW IT MYSELE
THE LORAX
DID [ EVER TELL YOU HOW LUCKY YOU ARE*

HUNCHES IN BUNCHES

THE BUTTER BATTLE BOOK

YOU RE ONLY OLD ONCE!
‘O THE PLACES YOU LL GO'
DAISY-HEAD MAYZIE

Beginner Books
THE CAT IN THE HAT
THE CAT IN THE HAT COMES BACK
'ONE FISH TWO FISH RED FISH BLUL FIsi
'GREFN FGGS AND HAM
HOP ON POP.
DR SEUSS'S ABC
FOX IN SOCKS.
THE FOOT BOOK
MR, BROWN CAN MOO! CAN YOU -
MARVIN K. MOONEY WILL YOU PLEASE GO NOW!
THE SHAPE OF ME AND OTHER STUFE
THERE'S A WOCKET IN MY POCKET"
OH.THE THINKS YOU CAN THINK!
THE CAT'S QUIZZER
1 CAN READ WITH MY EYES SHUT!
'O SAY CAN YOU SAY”

Rundom House
AR ey S R ey
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