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The secret super-vllin sociely s all- s’ Vays' il 5 I , i , , /

er-villain society is back, but this all-new group isn't made up of the Runaways' el l /|

parents. Who are these shadowy players, and what do they want with the Marvel Universe's next - " =

generation of herogs? ‘ 2

Plus: When the youngest member of the Runzways is separated from her teammates, Molly Hayes must
survive a night alone on the mean streets of Los Angeles! The 11-year-old mutant girl soon hooks up
With & new group of runaways, butis thelr mysterious leader & hero or a vilein?

Colecting Runwaways #13-18 (2006), written by Brian K. Vaughan (¥: The Last Man) and ilustrated by
Adrian Alghona.
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NICO MINORU GERTRUDE YORKES (HASE STEIN MOLLY HAYES VICTOR MANCHA OLD LACE

Daughter of Daughter of Time- Son of Daughter of Son of Mltron Genetically

Dark Wizards traveling Despots Mad Scientists Evil Mutants A Riller Robot Engineered
Dinosaur

PREVIOUSANRONASAYG:

At some point in their lives, all kids think that they have the most evil parents
in the world, but Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The Pride,
the Los Angeles teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals,
before running away from home and eventually defeating their parents. But
that was just the l)eglrunng Together, the teenage runaways now hope to atone
for their parents' crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill The Pride's
void.

The team's youngest member is Molly Hayes, one of the world's last living mutants.

While Molly is extremely powerful, the more of her superhuman strength she
uses, the more tired she becomes...
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tell if her, I thought
um, chest is /1 heard her

moving. snoring a
2 while ago_ Dang, that
£ A was snoring?
Sounded more like
she was turning into
a werewolf or
B something.










‘Cause this
hat belongs to
someboduy named
\_Molly Hayes.

My name
is Princess










[ How'd you wash up T IL... I don't know. But my friends Anuwau. we were fighting
"\ down here, uh... 74 - and I are kinda like these super this gross dragon woman
/ good guys? We Fly around ina  over by something called ||
giant frog. It just started the LA. Aqua Duck. Last  J§
talking the other day. 8\  thing Iremember is /!
$  octting knocked in 4
> the water.

And I'm the
| son of Black
Panther.

Ah, you might
not want to touch
that, actually. The
provost put that
on after he fished

you out of the

sewer.










Welcome to
School of

the
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Something like
that. Basically,
my mom and dad
turned out to be
mutants. EVil
mutants, T
quess.
I thought
they were nice,
but they were
trying to kill
pretty much
everyone on
the planet.

Let me N
guess, you were
having difficulties
with your parents,

cided to S

1see. That's quite... imaginative.
Your fellow Artful Dodgers all come
from similarly complicated
backgrounds.

Heh, not
exactly. Iused to be

a professor, but after
years of watching a bankrupt

education system fail to
prepare pupils for the real
world, I gave up my tenure
and enrolled in the
£

Now, I train my students in the
ancient skills of thievery, so
that we might live freely by
liberating the wealthy of
their excess riches.










Well, that's a rather crass
way of putting it. In my mind,
pickpocketing is more art
than crime.

you've met have
already mastered
the seven bells. They
can lift every item off
Ml oF this practice dummy
without eliciting so
much as a single
ring.
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And what

i¥ I don't wan
to be part of
Lour stupid

You try
and send me
to detention,
Tl punch that
smelly beard
right off your
face.

I'mnot dead, and
I'mnever gonna
\_be a crook.

You have
just become
the single most.
valuable member
Of the Artful

\,_Podgers.

Behold
Maria and
Luis...

...the only
children ever
to disobey










Those aren't
kids, they're
statues.

Gy

Similarly, if
you attempt to
remove your collar, you
will be turned to stone.
If you try to contact
the authorities,
you will be turned =
tostone.  ryoudo
anything but exactly
what T say, you will be
turned to stone. But
follow my instructions,
and I promise you a life
of marvelous discovery.

My Podgers

will escort you to the
nearest federal bank. There,
you will use your considerable
gifts to open the vault and help
your classmates abscond with no
less than ten thousand

Amodest
sum for afirst
assignment,

no?










No offense,
but your teacher's
afreakin' jerk.

¢ =9

If you guys don't like Yl
him, how'd you end up 3
robbing people ‘f
for him?
You ever

LS heard of this
= old book, My
Side of the
AW\ Mountain?
> Ireaditin
fifth grade, and it
made running away seem
like this cool adventure
where you got to make
friends with raccoons
and stuff. That's what
inspired me to take off.

But once I ended

up on the streets,

things... things sorta
got bad.

Tellus

1was too embarrassed to call my
dad, but then I met the Provost,
and he said he’d give me
Lunchables and an allowance
. if I helped him with some
odd jobs.
[/ Guess L
didn't know
how odd they
were gonna
be...










Besides,
he told us he'd
let us all go after
we made a million
bucks for the

School- g since

I'mpretty much
the best pickpocket
inthe world now, we

should be able to
graduate in, like,
afewdays.

Get real,
Suzy. I believed
that rap when he
picked me up, and
that was almost

a year ago.

My parents
made me go to this really
{/ stupid church every morning,
but the Provost says I shouild be
allowed to pick my own religion.
\\ That's why I worship Thor now.

away, Gordon? Was
the Black Panther &

That was a
Joke, uo. Tjust
got sick of my mom Wl Serious|y? T

trying to control my
whole life. I'm almost
fourteen, and she was
still making me to go
to bed at ten.

love sleep. T have to
nap a lot to recharge
my powers, but even if
I didn’t, I'd probably

still stay in bed all

weel

What's so great about

closing your eyes while
the rest of the world
is up having fun?

I...Idon't
know. It's just
nicer than--

Zipit,
Princess
Pitiful.










Hey, T
recognize
this place.

This is where

Wrecking Crew!

What's that,
some kind of
professional
wrestling
thing?

1 told you, my friends are heroes, Y No way! The last
and they're probably real worried | people who tried
about me. ¥ you guys would just pulling something
let me give them a call, they like that were the
could help-- Hernandez twins,
and you saw what
happened to
‘them.

The Provost
isn't some substitute
teacher you can clown on.
He's got magic powers!

My friend Nico says
everybody’s magic,
but most people need

tools to bring
it out.
That's probably
why your boss
carries that little
wand in his--

¥ Um, can we
maybe talk about
this after you smash
open a few safety deposit
boxes? Sorry, but we're
sorta running out of time.










Chase told
me that if I ever
start using my powers
for bad things, I'll
end up just |ike my
parents.
parents statues?
'Cause that's what
we're gonna be if you
don't get us inside
that bank!

Why should we
But iF I let some little
do this for you
guys, you gotta
listen to me and do,
like, everything
Itell you.

But if I do that now, your
boss is gonna make me
be a bad guy for the
rest of my life.
I..Idon't
wannabe a
bad guy.

Molly,
please! You
have to
help us!

Because, Connect-
the-dots Face, I am
ten times smarter
and a kazillion
times stronger










Sir, Molly
wanted us to
fight you!
And she...
she called me
names, too!
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‘ou did
the right thing
telling me.

Plotting
against your
instructor, Miss
Hayes? I'm
disappointed.

7 Hand over
my money, and
perhaps I won't
be forced to

-ail you.

.hope you
don't mind
nickels.
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And... and
pennies... &

All Don't worry,
tuckered you'll have an
out, eh?  eternity torest
after I turnyou
into a bloody...

Where the
deuce is my
wand?










N my Favorite little
cutpurse.
\W rou always
were a better
thief than

you were a
D, thinker.










/ What... what
am I supposed
todowithit?

Y Nothing! Your collare \
are bound to that wand,
Robert! If you break it,
the energy released will
lestroy every last

one of you!

That means
you gotta
break the

My friend

what grownups
say!

I'm... I'm not strong
enough! This thing's
too hard. You
have to help me,
ordon!

Stop being a
sissy and do [t,
Gordo!



















/ What
happened to the
) Provost?

Hey, what
about me?
Iwas totally
convincing as a
backstabber!

‘You each
did really
\ awesome. /.

wait for you |
duys tojoin










‘eah, we
have a secret
hideout and
\_everything!
¥ It's underground,
Just like this place!
And we got board
ames! _

But... but Ijust
fl wanna go back to [ - Yeah, my
my family. parents might
§ 77 be freaks, but
1 miss my own
bed. I miss
Wait,
you're saying
we don't have
to be criminals
anymore?
What are
we waiting
for? Let's
go home!

That's... that's
cool, too, T
guess.

But you
saved us,
Molly. Can we
do anything
to, you know...
repay you?

anybody
have $1.25 1
can borrow?










'Scuse me, do you N
know if this bus goes
to the place where the
dinosaurs fell in that
D black stuff?

Oh, that's
okay. Victor
taught me some
Spanish.

Este, um,
el bus--honk

honk--va al
& LaBrea, por

=

Que? Este es )3
LaBrea,

7 e,

feels like I've

been walking J8
forever. £










Come on,
sleepuhead! You
2 ( still want togo =
to Pisneyland, | g N
don't you?
\
\

B (Oh, man, Thad " You guys were evil, and Thad \ A 7§
suchabad tostop you, but I didn't want ” 7
dream. u










[}
.
3
5
=
=
(=)
c
H
o
5
(']
£
=
5
H
[}
F4










Oucc upon a time thepe
teenagers on {ha
OuLle

oﬂ\\'\sc -

7 MARVEL
/ - A —4 /4 st the!

2011 Marvel Characters\incYAllrights] 8 e el 4 HHIL

vy 7, ] g WA (erdin®

i e eSO 05 naps

XY
'Afi“g










THE RUNRAWRARAYS

mw " nws\’ AL

NICO MINORU  GERTRUDE YORKES CHASE STEIN MOLLY HAYES  VICTOR MANCHA OLD LACE

Daughter of Daughter of Time- Son of Daughter of Son of Witron Genetically
Dark Wizards traveling Despots Mad Scientists Evil Mutants A Killer Robot Engineered
Dinosaur

/{-l/ {/ JJ\/ ff\ S>°

At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the
world, but Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as
The Pride, the Los Angeles teenagers stole weapons and resources from these
criminals, before running away from home and eventually defeating their parents.
But that was just the beginning. Together, the teenage runaways now hope to
atone for their parents' crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill The
Pride's void.

Though less than a year old, the team has already lost two of its original members,
including their first leader, Alex Wilder, who was killed after betraying his friends,
and alien Karolina Dean, who left the planet with a shapeshifting Skrull in the
hopes of preventing an intergalactic war.

In the life of a runaway, the only constant is change.
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Well, it
is on Earth,
anyway. The groom
isn't supposed to
see the wedding
dress before the

You're not
supposed to
see me yet!










What's the
matter, love?,

Stopit,

1 know you like
1Know my star charts.
I've told you a hundred
times, if you ever feel
you're being rus

call off the we

No, of course not. I would
never risk jeopardizing the
peace we've worked so hard
nion is the final
p in bringing our two
worlds together.

That's a very
convincing delivery
of the speech the

Majesdanian parfiament
prepared for you...
but we both know
it's nonsense.

7 You promised
me that you would
only take my

hand if you truly

ved me.

.

It's
nothing. (U

These past
few months have
) been the happiest [
of mylife. ... T 0N
finally feel like

long.










Imay not be able
bring you to Earth...
but perhaps I can
bring a bit of Earth
to you.

Idon't
follow.

PP The Skrullos <
W Imperial Marching
Band wanted to play
Kly'bn Drhk for our
first dance, but T
M asked them to learn
b, @ newsong. An
Earth song.

Ah. OF course.
I wish we could invite
them, Karolina, but

you understand that | wi

have... unresolved
differences with
o humans. _

all the solar flares and
stuff this month, T
can't even send a
telegram.

You did that?
For me?

I remember
you saying how

much you loved that
one garthling quartet,
50 I checked our deep-
space listening station

for radio intercepts ;-

from the past forty 4

Ifound a
tune of theirs
that reminded me
of you. I hope
you like it.

It's called
Lucy in the
Sky with
Diamonds.










The La Brea Tar Pits
Today

pE “u, Victor. N\
‘minuto, you guys We started using
used to have them instead of the
codenames?. names our parents
- dave us, after we
found out they
\ werevillains or
D whatever.
Nico
was Sister
Grimm, Chase
was Talkback,
and cert was
Arsenic.

to admire
Gert's taste,
huh, Molly?

Even when
you speak English,
I have no idea what
you're saying.










-7 Please don't |\ W N
call me that, \ \ 8
Chase. L0 \ % =
\ \
Whatever the R s
evil me from that e &
future timeline did--
does--1won't become
him. T've overwritten / we've got to
ultron's coding. give you a new
name, Vic, like, um...
Magnet Man. Or
Sefor Cyborg!

and we're done
being somebody's

What's that %

supposed to

mean, Gert? >
e










And Molly, you're supposed
to be grounded. Get back
to your room.

That's not
fair, Nico! 1 told
you, I didn't run
away from our

B\ st battle!

1 got knocked in
the water and then
Ihad an adventure
with these kids and
fought an old guy

with a laser whip and--

And what are you doing, ¥
Chase? You were supposed
to help Victor reinstall
the Leapfrog's lasers
four hours ago.

Relax, boss.
You've been nothing
but business ever

since the two of us,
3 uh... ever since
N 2
-

Besides, my
birthday is in two weeks,
so I've been making a list of all
the awesome stuff I'll finally be
able to do for us once I turn
eighteen. Like, buy rifle ammo,
rent a tractor, pierce my upper--










You know, Alex may
have been a psychotic
lunatic, but most
days, he was a way
cooler leader
than you.

Negative, Master.
You have yet to
repair my
mi

OF all the times my s
boyfriend has deserved Fusebox.
to die, this may be the

most deserving of

Let's take a walk
down the shady
side of Memory










guys were so...
different. middle, that
Alex Wilder?

G Soken sbout traitor. We would
ayear before [ have told you about him
we ran awagy, earlier, but Tdon't think L}
Iguess. Nico wanted us giving

you any ideas.

He wanted to help our parents kill every other man,
woman and child on the planet, so they could turn
world into their own personal post-apocalypt
Neverland Ranch.

Look, I was
convinced Wilder
had my back when the
two of us watched his (RS M
©old man off an innocent i No offense,
but if Alex was such
an awful person, why
does eem like
you kinda miss him?










Idon't miss him,
necessarily. Ijust
miss the way things

used to be.

Maybe it's
just because we
were too busy running
away from our rents to
notice, but back then, it
never felt like there was
thie cloud hanging
over us.

Iknow it seems
weird, considering we
were routinely fighting
vampires and mythical

giants, but back when we
thought Alex was one of
us, things were just.
simpler.
>~ Imean1
always knew you
should never trust your
parents, but Iwas
naive enough to think
you could always trust
your friends.

T
Maybe this
guy was never

really your
friend to begin

Huh, that would <
almost be more Because

depressing. there's less
to worry

Whatever. T
suppose the only about?
time we ever really
get to be happy in
life--like, one hundred
percent blissful--is
when we'e little

Because we're
too stupidto
know how worried
we should be.










The Wilder Residence
Malibu, California
Eighteen Months Ago

Dammit, Daredevil, stick
to the strat we went

over last night!
That's anT/
order! <

You have

no idea how jae
right you /g

Take it easy,
"Captain.
7










Your yelling
is starting to
blow out my
headset.

' Yeah, we're not trying
to break any records That
. here, Cap. oFF

‘The point \§

is to have
fun, right?

Hulk is
strongest one
there is... but
Hulk still hurt

by words.

Never fear, friendly

neighbors, the amazing

Spider-Man just rolled
a natural twenty!

Agility points
beat automated
Nazi dictators
every time!










getting canned
from another
temp job.

...Iwas
downloading a \
skin of the White

Queen's new
costume.

What? Isaw her
wearing this in
Newsweek! It's
in continuity
now!

It'snota §

costume, it's Youwere 8

_a tattoo. supposed to be

Ms. Marvel for
this campaign. why

can't you ever

stick to one
hero?

um, as long
as we're pausing
the action, Iwas
wondering if we could
talk ©.0.C. for a second.










We don't have r_~
It's really

ime for out-
Lime for ot Vimportant that 1
StufF! run as many battle
simulations as
possible.

Why? This
Y isn't homework,
| Alex. Let Oscar talk.

Sure, Icanset a
bot to nurse all
my auctions, so
I should be able

to escape for
a night.

You duys
areallin
cali, right?

well, I'm
gonna be in Los
Angeles this weekend,
and T was wondering
ifyou wanted to get

or something.

Be good to
actually meet the people
I've been spending eight
hours a day with for the last
six months. You up for it, Lotus?

Iwas going Idunno, Grandma
to do the RenFair p gets upset if I leave
thing this weekend, A\ = her alone too long...
but you guys need but that's what I pay
your token girl more all these nurses
than my qu

d do RN 2 For, right?
Right, Stretch g : N7 'm down. How
E - = about you, Aley










___are————
~_ Imsorry,
everybody. I appreciate
your help with my strategy
sessions, but it wouldn't
be smart for me to start A&
making... connections
B now.

Besides, I'm
still a teenager,
so the whole bar
thing would be a bit
\oF aproblem.

No kid types
sentences as
complete as

dude.










How many
times do I have
to yell for you to

turn off that stupid
machine and come
to dinner?

4

)
)
b

telling me how

"\ to speak tomy
) ownson?

Geoffrey, his guidance

counselor told us that

raising our voi as
counterproduc

Sort
Ireally
togo.

Family
Stuff.










Los Angeles
Months Later

Is it weird
that I still
iss Captain
Americ:

No, dummy,
our Captain America.
Alex. And yeah, T can't
believe he just up and
disappeared on us. Jerk
never even told us his
last name.

4 3 't

want you guys to think

Iwas all stalker-y, but
the other day, I hacked into
Alex's old gaming account

s0 I could learn his real

identity. To see if he
was okay, right?

Turns out
his mom and dad
were members of
this group called
The Pride...










Wait, Iread
about them.
They were some
underground crime | Apparently,
ring based out / that's just what '\
anti-powers media

Bugle want you
to believe.

How do you
know all t’:)hus, Because T
5 traced Alex's
old IP address and
used it to hack into his
Journal. Turns out he
was a hero, just like
What? SO NI mom and dad.
where is he

In reality,
they were good
guys. They dedicated
their lives to keeping Los
Angeles safe. Why do you
think the crime rate went
up after they went down?

According to the
police reports, one |}
of The Pride's kids
died trying to help /
his parents.

I.. I think
it was Alex.

oh my God.
But... if he knew
about this all along,
| why didn't he ever
tell us?
Idon't know.
To protect us,
Iguess.

Either way,
he must have known
that we'd come looking
for him, because he left
a file for us in his hard
drive, in case anything
ever happened

to him.

how to bring
A\ him back.










The Minoru Summer Home
Months Later

Yep, good
thing the FBI
was too stupid
tofind all The
pride's old
hideouts.

So let's see,
now we've dot the
Steins’ copy of the Abstract,
an empty fuel cell from the
Yorkes' time machine, one of the
wilders' daggers, a compass
from the Peans’ hometown,
the Minorus' runestone,
and a sample of the Hayes'
mutant blood.

are you guys
really sure about
| this? Imean, you
\ have read a Stephen
King book before,
right?
You don't
bring somebody
back from the
dead without
paying a price.










Still, everything
about this just
feels so... Look, for the
OfF. past few years,
the four of us have
been hiding from the
real world, pretending
to be something
we're not.

Technically,
we're not raising
the dead, Lotus.

We're using
a combination of
magic and science to
reach back in time and
grab Alex a split second
before he was killed o
saving the world Thanks to
Alex, we've finally
een given a chance
to start acting like
valuable members of
society. Like adults.

Okay, everybody
stand back. I was never
able to find this decoder
ring Alex described, but I'm
pretty sure I deciphered
the bits of the Abstract
that really matter.

The boy
belongs in the here
and now. Bring us his
bedy, bring us his soul,

bring us the one
named Wilder!
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At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the world, but
Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The Pride, the
Los Angeles teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals before running away
from home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the beginning. Together,
the teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents' crimes by taking on the new threats
trying to fill The Pride’s void, and recruiting new allies, like Victor Mancha, son of the murder-
ous android Ultron.

Though less than a year old, the Runaways have already lost two of their original members,
alien Karolina Dean, who left the planet in the hopes of preventing an intergalactic war, and
the team's first leader, Alex Wilder, who was killed after betraying his friends. Unbeknownst
to the Runaways, a group of adults from Alex's past online role-playing adventures has formed
an all-new Pride in their late friend’s honor. Unaware of their predecessors’ evil nature, this
next-generation Pride attempted to use a combination of science and magie to raise Alex from
%T;el dead... only to accidentally bring back a younger version of Alex's father, the evil Geoffrey
ilder.
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Perdona...
perdona
nuestras
ofensas.

I.. Ithink
Iscrewed
= up.

Your analysis
is incorrect,
Victor.










No, I...
Iwould die
before I did

something like
this for you.

You've actually
made dear old
Gepetta very
proud taday.

Every child is a
marionette, and long
after you've all run
away from the shap
and grawn inta real
live boys and girls...

I'mnot
your toy,
ultron.

Dpude, put
yourself on
mute.



















You're sleeping
in the raw? what is
wrong with you? At
least the computer
wore tennis
oes!

We live
under a tar

down
the exact same
parts that

Says who?
You're an
electric chair

with legs!

Chase, I
risked my neck
o save your
girifriend’s life back
i in New York.

Every day, I deal with the fact I'm
Eptentlallu gonna grow up to be this... this

iller, but for now, I'm as loyal to our team
as anyone. Why do you hate me so much?

It's 8
not hate,
Mancha.

More like
Jealousy.










This is the part where
you trick me into feeling
sorry for you, and then

laugh in my face and
admit you were just
kidding, right?

I'm serious,
paranoid android. They wanted
Look, before they got a whiz kid, but they
blown up trying to jump- got an average athlete
start the apocalypse, with a combined SAT
my folks were these score of too lazy
mad scientist to show up.
types.
But you...
Our family got rich off - they would have
patenting crap. Everything they made been happy to invent
was a total success...except for me. something as cool as you.

[ Wow, thanks. That.
that actually means

Yeah, well

My parents
may have been
geniuses...

«..but they
were also
genocidal
maniacs.










stand here and
watch while some
white boy slanders
my ol Pride.

These runaways
are murderers, and
they're using lies to
recruit new foot soldiers
for their punk gang. Shut
it off, Hunter.

But you were
the one who said we
needed to gather as
much intelligence on
these little monsters
as possible.

Besides, Geoff,
I know you hail from
the era of Colecovision,
but it wasn't exactly
\ an easy feat for me to
hack into a cyborg's
rain.










First of all, I already gathered Yeah, but you had me telling you
all the intel we needed while what to say in your earpiece,
pretending to be that annoying and the Minorus' chameleon
mutant, Chamber. glamour disquising
your

Second, you never woulda
been able to *hack” into
ultron's kid without
equipment we recovered
from my old crew.

And third, you

address me as

Geoffrey or Mr.
Wilder, dig? Call me

settle scores
back in '85.

please act
like adults for
A aminute?

We're the
good guys,
remember?

Apologies,
Lotus.
I know
I've been on your
side of the millennium for
months now, but I'm still
having a hell of a time wrapping
my head around the fact that
these savages killed my wife, my /'\‘
teammates, my Alex... a son /
Inever even had the joy A
of conceiving.










He didn't die in vain,
Geoffrey. You said
there's a chance we can
help you finish what the
older you and the rest
of the original
started, right?

According to
the new chapter
of the Abstract 1

was able to decipher,
the four of us can
still turn this dying
planet into a
paradise.

-
But, if the Abstract's so \If 7 ‘ /’
easy to translate, how /i
come you won't let the 7
rest of LS read it? 4 g8 74”,/

-

Ican't risk
anybody else
getting hurt, like
your boy Oscar was
when he messed
with what's in
these pages.

In the interest
of keeping everybody
in one piece, you're just
gonna have to have faith
in my interpretation.

But are you sure everything in
Superbook there is, you know,
literal? 1 hate these brats
for what they did to our pal,
but does one of 'em really
have to die?

Casualties
are unavoidable
in any just war,
Stretch.
And yeah, I
may have only been
down with the first
Pride for a yearbefore
the three of you dragged
me into the future, but it
was more than enough
time for my "employers” to
teach me how to use this
decoder ring.

You know we do. [t may have
been just a game, but we
trusted Alex with our lives
when he was our leader, and
his journals say he felt the
same way about. you.

Thenit's time
for our new Pride
to move to Phase

Two.










Any son of mine would
be drawn to people
- with strategic minds...
You meal Cats like you
confronta \

, when
facing opponents
who outmatch you
in experience and

bers, what's your
est chance at
success?

Turning them
against each

But we've only
had a few weeks to
learn how to use your
= | team's old weapons and
B stuff. These runaway kids
are already experts
ith their gear.

Bingo. Lotus, find the Yorkes' chrono-
recorder. Hunter, power up the Steins'
prototupe Joystick. Stretch, pack the

alien restraints Mrs. Dean
brought to this planet.

I'm gonna work
on 'resurrecting”
one more allu.

Mr. Wilder,
we've already
tried recasting the
spell that accidentally
brought you back.
It was a one-time-
only deal!










©Oh, sorry,
Gert. Idon't

have my stupid

contacts
in.

he wasn't next.
to me. You
seen him?

Not if I
stopped
eating for
a month.










Old Lace thought she
caught his scent
in here.

7 whatever, he's
probably hiding out e
downstairs. l N
Chase hates
the smell of the

Purple Haze dye u

bought me, but if T
don't leave this goo
in overnight once
aweek, my roots
start showing.

Hey, I've
been thinking. ¥
Alex taught me anything,
it's that being head honcho
doesn't come with much
Job security.

> I thought

you should know, if
anything ever happens

tome... I want you

to be team leader.










Seriously?

Thanks, Nico, N
but you're on dope.
I could never do what
you do. Old Lace barely
takes orders from me,
and she and I have a
telepathic bond.

But youre
smart and fearless
and... and you're gonna

lead the Avengers
someday. The you who
came back in time
said so.

Oh, you mean
the skinny chick

1| we had to bury | -
inashallow /8

grave?

" Iappreciate
your confidence, but

warning about why I should £
neverbe in charge &
of anything.

So you don't \Nah, that's just a word people
il believe infate use to explain away terrible
or whatever? A things they probably could
= have prevented.

IF we're nothing more ]
than a bunch of performers
acting out somebody else's

Me, I think people
should be held
accountable for
their mistakes.










Well, you
should be much
safer with a
witchand a
Iknow I'm dinosaur. / Yeah, you've
supposed to be g done your time
grounded, but can
Isleepin here Volly. Hop
tonight? on board.

I'm afraid
there are
monstersin
my room.

Sorry to
interrupt the
slumber party,

ladies...

...but Vic just heard something ) 911 call reports
on his homemade police a super-villain
scanner. gl terrorizing a gated
community in

No rest
for the wicked

awesome.

Sounds like
LAPPD is waiting for
special crimes backup
before responding,
so nobody's on the
scene yet.










S0 much for our sustained

| campaign of butt-whipping
stemming the tide
) ‘er-do-wells.

Any idea
‘which costume
is trying to take
our parents' place
this time, pumpkin

It'd be so
cool if we got to
fight another animal
bad guy like Rhino or
vulture. I'd give anything
to punch a Giraffe
Man.

[ >










Molly, we're going into Sorry. I'mjust grumpy
battle against dangerous ‘cause my mouthis
criminals, not col\ectmq krllmq me.

Im done with
Y/ the whole cutting
thing, so Ihad to
brush until my gums
and pokemon § bled to get the
stopped being Staff of One to
cool, like, a

hundred years

?repare
for landing
in three...
two...

action?

You sure
this is the
right place,
Leapfrog?

Affirmative,
GPS coordinates
confirmed,
master.

me, or does

this feel kinda
déja vuey?

Oh my God.

This... this is the
same development

as the Wilders'

old mansion.

Yeah, sorry
to drag you guys
all the way out
here.










T was
feeling
nostalgic.










And it will
be nice to watch Eliow
you d{\e again, you rea“{:;;’;
warthiess plece tell me the first
place where uou
and I kissed.

That...that
was a long time
ado, Sister
Grimm.

But if you
give me just a
second...










Your mom
and pop would
i beimpressed... if
you hadn't let them
croak, I mean.

The name's not important. I just
wanted the whole Pride to hear
your true feelings about the
innocent kid you offed.

It's...one

What are
of the Jackson e
about?

No, I
recognize him
from somewhere.
He's--
He's talking
about us,
hosebag.










They're
controlling
me. Put me
down before I Kill
someone! Please!










freaks?

Take a look at what
they're up to behind
your back.

"Arsenic,"”

question you
should be asking
your so-called
friends.



















Have
you gone
insane?!

What was,
you sucking face
with my boyfriend, or
you attacking him?
We trustedyou,
you backstabbing--

Save it for
later, girl! we've
got bigger fish

to debone!

Dammit,
Molly, help
me pull her

Off!










To Be/Continued...
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Dear Street Team,
I think it goes without saying
that RUNAWAYS is absolutely my
favarite comic. It's the favorite comic of
everyone whao's read it. BKV's writing is
superb, and I love the art team’s work.
1 did actually have a question, though.
I read that on Free Comic Book
Day there's going to be an X-Men/
Runaways team-up. Who is going to
write that, and who will the artists be?
Also, I heard that there's going to be a
Civil War: Young Avengers/Runaways
thing. Again, who's going to write
and do the artwork on that, and will
the regular Runaways continue during
the Civil War arc, or will it just be the
crossover during summer ‘067
Until Chase gets a perfect score on
the SAT, Make Mine Marvel!
Your loyal follower,
Tabitha Johnson
Patchogue, NY

Thanks, Tabitha! BKV here. I
will indeed be writing the X-MEN/
RUNAWAYS FREE COMIC
BOOK DAY SPECIAL, which is
being beautifully drawn by the
hyper-expressive Skottie Young
of NEW WARRIORS fame. And
yes, our series will continue full
speed during Civil War, while my
favorite new writer Zeb Wells joins

the
YOUNG AVENGERS/RUNAWAYS
miniseries, with covers by the
incomparable Jim Cheung.
Teenage super-hero overdose!

Hey Team Runaways,

I just read the latest issue. I'm
really glad that the covers are
starting to thematically reflect the
content of the issues. Don't get me
wrong; I've always thought the cover
art was great, but it’s really nice to be
able to flip through the lang box and
look at a cover and say, "Oh yeah, this
was the self-contained issue featuring
Molly.”

©On that topic, I also love a good
self-contained story and this was no
exception. There's a certain art of
compression in getting all the
essential story elements into just 21
pages. Vaughan and the gang never
disappoint.

That’s my two bits, sa until Chase
becomes a Rhodes Scholar, keep the
Runaways coming!

Sam Segrist
Lincoln, NE

Wow, poor Chase is taking a
beating in the sign-offs this month,

Nathan Cosby
Assistant Editor

huh? Give him a break, the kid’'s
street-smart!

THE HOT SEAT

In honor of our departing boss, this
month's question...WHY IS MACKEN-

, dep
Hos ¢ characters and all-n
creators In a id that doesnt alw
welcome them. 1 once said that th
a little bit of each of my f

the backbone that

o keep me on point during hi

e run as edl d she did it all
belng
Al tl

1g of Runaways ai
that make
tra effo

ol
ing a chick f
h 1

lick,
hene get

sh m
don‘t want to df
1 think a

ink about thy
 ov

ho
e

3 re an amazing
rhood and a hot lady
look up
Mos stest Editor

th
work. This
h Runaways. ie never
make me, nely letterer,

d and valuable part

me my first job
he smartest woman 1
her even when she’s

MacKenzie Cadenhead & Joe Quesada
Nick Lowe

Chief

Editors

Runaways Street Team c/o Marvel Comics
417 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10016

If you don’t want your name and addr

s printad, please let us know.

Letters may be edited for content and length.
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Hey Guys!

I wanted to write in to say
thanks to the Runaways team. I'd
never read a comic book before, but
when I caught the promotions for
RUNAWAYS when it was first launching,
I couldn't resist checking it out. Now I'm
completely in love with the medium and
have been exploring what else there is
to see. RUNAWAYS stands out as my
favorite, though. Brian‘s writing never
fails to impress and entertain me, I've
enjoyed watching Adrian’s art
progress sc beautifully and there’s
just something about Christina’s
coloring that suits the tane of the book
so well.

Also, I've always wondered about
this line in Vol. 1, Issue 6, where Mrs,
Dean says Gert, who could grow up
to lead the Avengers, was the one
child the Pride always considered
“expendable.” Does this mean we’'ll be
seeing there's more to Chase than him
just being one awesome bad ass?

Thanks again for the great reads
monthly and the warm welcome into
the comic universe,

Ashley Chapman
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

Thanks for the Chase love,
Ashley. I wish I could answer your
question, but OIld Lace hates
spoilers, and she's breathing down
my neck as I type, so I'm afraid I'll
have to give you a “stay tuned.”

Dear Brian and Adrian,
1 noticed that Wolverine is still not
a member of the team. Please fix this
post-haste.
Hugs,
Joshua Cottingham
Los Angeles, CA

You got it, Joshua. Now which
Runaway should we kill to make
room for the hairy Canuck...?

Keep running,
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At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the world, but
Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The Pride,

the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before running away from
home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the beginning. Together, the
teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents’ crimes by taking on the new threats
trying to fill The Pride's void. Sadly, the Runaways have already lost two of their original
members, alien Karolina Dean, who left the planet in the hope of preventing an intergalactic
war, and the team’s first leader, Alex Wilder, who was killed after betraying his friends.

Unbeknownst to the Runaways, a group of adults from Alex's past online role-playing
adventures has formed an all-new Pride in their late friend's honor. Unaware of their
predecessors’ evil nature, this next-generation Pride attempted to use a combination of
science and magic to raise Alex from the dead...only to accidentally bring back a younger
version of Alex's father, the evil Geoffrey Wilder. As part of his secret agenda, this
resurrected villain convinces his new allies to help him kidnap young Molly Hayes...
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chapter three
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Griffith Observatory -
‘Los Angeles, !:n'lifqrniu :

Pisgusting.

When Mr. Stark
paid to renovate our
facility, T'd hoped he

would also remove
this ridiculous
bust.

What's 'nuts
know-nothing tourists
flocking to one of the most
mportant scientific research
centers on the planet simply
because this is where some
dead actor once had a knife
fight in a film glamorizing
hooliganism.










I'mnot sure Mr.
Einstein would agree
with your assessment

of relativity,

atiana.

Now stop
dawdling and
power up the

Helescope.

Pespite Los Angeles' damnable ¥ 1d like us to turn our

light pollution, we should attention to a curious
have an excellent view of  white dwarf that I've been
the Andromeda Galaxy tudying in Subdivision

this evening. = 42913, Ooh, that's

where my long-range
SETl recorder picked
up that crazy version
Of "Lucy in the Sky with
D’ramonda"l::he other
rght!

pon't be ridiculous,
extraterrestrials are
amyth perpetuated by

deeply disturbed individuals.

It was probably just a

feedback loop from a

satellite. R

There's barely

intelligent life on

this planet, much less
inother reaches

th










NN What just 1
\§ AN happened? g )
) &
Interesting.
s what if we just A
= watched millions of 1
7 A sentient lives being
i\ obliterated?
L I

20N

By my
calculations, that
star had yet to exceed
its Chandrasekhar limit..
Ididn't think it would go
supernova for centuries.

IFwe did, then that's |
just the way of things,
Tatiana.

The universe
is a cruel parent.
It brings us into

y ...and it
takes us
out just
as fast.










He's right, Chase. I'd
recognize Mr. Wilder's
baritone anywhere.
I don't know how, but.
he's definitely the
one who kidnapped
Molly.

And if T
hadn't used up the
Staff of One stopping
@ert's stupid animal from

ripping me to shreds,
I probably could have

wilder.

You don't know what you're

talking about, Victor! The

dude who attacked us was
in his twenties, tops.

And along
/ h being an o/d dude,
Alex Wilder's dad is also
dead. Trust me, Isaw
him get blown up before
watching an entire ocean

get dumped on
his corpse.

Trust me,
Isaw a portrait of
that guy when he was
younger. And I have,
like, a photographic
memory. Literally!

We're all to blame for
what happened, Hot
Lips.
v So unless
your little muzzle
spell is permanent,
T'd watch your big
mouth.










Probably the
same way the old
me came back from
the future a few months
ago. Apparently, tim
travel is the new Did either
business class. oF you catch
what their getaway
vehicle was? They're
not driving around
in a DeLorean,
are they?

um, I realize
we all have some...
personal stuffto
work out, but can we
maybe concentrate on
bigger problems
now?

Like, who
were those
mouth-breathers
that helped wilder
grab Molly? And how
is the leader of The
Pride brearé,hmq

Sorta like the one half of

L.A's Workforce drives,

Nico. Can't believe these

losers stole a move from
my playbook.

Be advised,
master, your assailants
damaged my rear struts
before departing. Please
return to the Hostel for

emergency repair on
your next jump.

And you
wait until
nowto
tellme?

Man, T
miss that
van...

a plain white
van, sorta like

the one Chase
used to drive.










How's our little
princess holding
up?

Take it easy,
Shortround.

‘re n
gonna hurt | yeah, we're
i your rescue
T party.










I know your friends seem like
cool people, but they're villain:
We've been watching them
through a hacked feed we

off that Kkiller androi
they recruited.

0 and the
rest of those guus
tricked you into believing
b that your mommy and daddy
were bad guys, but
they were really

Hey, Mr. ¥ Can Lotus
wilder. mauybe take
off the kid's

gag?

Cool your jets, Stretch.
The mutant's still a danger
to herself, Best to keep

ontrolled until
she dials it down.

can't leave
her tied up
forever,
Geoffreu.
I mean,
AAh ,
[C AN =
L\ z

what are we

supposed to

do with Molly

> now that she's
safe?

Beats me,
Hunter.

That's why
T'm gonna

ask a higher
authority.










y/ Victor, you
/ _and Chase have
fifteen minutes to
get the Leapfrog
up and running
again.

I'mgonna
go bang my head
against a wall unti
the Staff of One
comes back

Mandroid,
go grab me a new
shock absorber
outta your workshop,
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You made out with B we didn't make out, Gert. i
b Nico, chase. . 8\ ' She laid one on me, and [ el
P I pushed her the
. L« & hell ofF.
\ ol ’ 7
\ Shink ) (I o iocer.
how come you
never told me
about it? 8
) :
5 cecause it
would have hurt you.
Sometimes, keeping
stuff secret is the only [
way to... to protect

: ongrats, you ‘
| \7 P finally sound

exactly like our
1 parents.










Molly got kidnapped
because I let this...
this drama get
to me.

But I'm not
allowed to worry

about stupid crushes
like other kids. We gave
up that luxury when we
decided to start making
up for every awful thing

our ‘rents did.

Y blind. Tknow ¥ Iknewit

\ what I look Wwasn't gonna
like. last forever
betweenme

and... .










&od, why
are you doing
this?

It's the
only thing in this
place that's not

broken beyond










Leave the
engine purring,
We're not my man. L'll
authority”  going to the be back in
B\ hangsoutat “cops, are \
& Randy's?  we? Ithought
they were all
crooked.



















i
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> Sorry to
interrupt, Nico.

A\ usup andrunning 4
D infive. %

Fol
=1 everybody y
\ we've lost. /










\( That... that was
A\ really nice.
she'll stay strong until we £ \ ‘ didn't
can bring her back t. know you were
the flock. religious.

As religious
as a robot can be,
I suppose. My mom
was a pretty devout
Catholic, and that's
how she raised me.
or hardwired me, 4
anyway.

Yeah, I sort of fell away
from the church after...
after I found out about
Mom and Pad.
But before S
they died, we got to
see their bosses, these \
evil giants that got name-
checked in the Bible.I figured
if they were real, magbe
everything else in the
Good Book might
be, too.

Idon't know. I guess Ijust
want it to be true. If anything
happens to Molly, I... Iwant
to believe there's a better

place for her than
this.

She’s not
gonna die,

If those
people wanted
her dead, they would
have killed her on
the spot. Have faith,

we're gonna
find her. i










How? 1 already wasted
my one locator spell the
last time Molly went
missing.

Well, we know
these people have
been spying on us,

2 That's how they

new ut what happened
between you and...
you know.

So what if

you cast scmething
that shows how they've
been keeping tabs on us?
Imight be able to trace

their surveillance

equipment back to

b the source.

That's not a
terrible idea,
actually.

Let's see
what I can
dredge up...










WE GAVE YOU AND
)’DLJR‘ FELLOW APOSTLES
O HELP LIS DESTROY '\
HUMAI\HTY ANL‘ R’FS ORE
Ql 3 ITS
FHEMER GL nw. AN[‘ you
QUANDERED 7.

all me "boy"

f' again, Big Brother,

and L'll make sure
you end up in a much
warmer dimension
than this.

Tdidn't
squander jack.
The older me did,
the one that had
grown SOft.

But this is me in my prime, and unless you cats
have found the juice to start some new Pride I
don't know about, I'm the only friend you've got.










Iwant
to help you gents
finish what we started.
Iwant togiveyoua...a
peaceful world that we can
have to ourselves and
all that.

But in
exchange, 1
P also want back
PU A the wife and kid
that you three
murdered.

f = N

WASTE SUCH A 8

GIFT OGN YOUR
FAMILY?

El FIT T
SER) S. WHY SHOLILD WE
BELIEVE THEY WOLILD BE
ANY MORE COMPETENT
A SECOND TIME?

Just
trust me,
all right!

TRUST
CANNOT BE GIVE
ONLY EARNED.
IF ¥OU EVER
HOPE TO RETURN TO
OUR GOOD GRACES,
3 ST REQUIRE AN
INNOCENT HUMAN SOUL
AS A SACRIFICE. y

Sorta
figured you
might say
that.










7 Let's try tobe

reasonable about

this, okay?

The Staff of One
doesn't lie. It says
Vic's been spying
for Wilder.

some kinda wacky
explanation
for how--

After all the times I e
stuck up for you? “_‘;f Tdont N
> [ Dbelieve
in SH*XZ
A anymore.

ike that,
Gert! You have
to believe me!

You've got
to be kidding
me.



















To Be Continued...










Daar Street Team,
First of all, T want to say T am incredibly
excited about the upcoming Civil War: Young
Avengers/Runaways mini-series. 1 have
been begging and waiting to see this match-
up along with the rest of the fan base, and
am glad to see it is actually happening!|
But I am incredibly sad that one of the
Runaways is going to DIE.. When I saw
the solicitation in previews, I panicked, and
is same week Runaways# 15 came out so 1
read it from the perspective that one of these
characters will soon die and 1 fear it is one of
my favarites.... Nico? Her conversation with
Gert about letting her take over as leader
should anything happen to her screams
implication that something WILL happen to
her! Not to mention the ending af zms iscue
in which Gert finds out about Nico
kiss, Nico blasts Chase, Oid Lace aﬂacks Nlm,
it’s becoming this inner struggle that when
Nico dies it will be a huge tragedy because
of the bad blood between them before
her death. From a writing standpoint, it's
brilliant; it would really have a lot of meaning
and some obvious build-up ta her untimely.
demise. rom the fanbase standpoint,
Mr. Vaughan, Please Please Please don't kill
Nico.... .and if your hand is really forcad
and this is obviously already written and
laid out In stone so it can’t be changed...
can you at least give some foreshadowing
that she will return? I know her powers are
limited and difficult to work with, but maybe
something will be set in motion that she can
pull a “Phoenix” and recreate herself upon
dealhl
1 also saw on the upcaming cover that
Karolina will be back, so I'm at least glad for
that. And I'm not go\m] to say there is a
certain other character that 1 would rather
see dead. Really | feel for each and every
one of them and don't want to see any of
them ga. Nico mav he a favorite of mine,
but you guys havi so much into these
il saddening no matter
who dies. It's going to be a sad day when 1
read that issue. This is a true example of art
imitating life to the extent that such emotions
can be conveyed that we feel for fictional
characters in such a way because they are so
similar to our own lives and feelings. Again
breaking boundaries that comics aren't just
for kids and they aren't all fun & games.
Great job, guys!

~ Mark McCracken
Rochester, NY.

here. Thanks for the

impassioned words, Mark, but all I can

say is that our next story will be called
“Dead Means Dead.” Sorry.

1 do not write into comics often because

I always believe that my favorite books are
recejving enough fan mail as it is and the
editors don’t need my littie bit adding to their
pile. But then there are books like Runaways
which just blow me away and I just have to

T'll be honest with you and confess that I've
only recently discovered the book thanks to.
the vol.1 hardback which 1 had to read in one:
session because the plot was so fast-
and everything fit together so well. T was
dubious whether the concept could continue
anymore even though the characters still

Nathan Cosby
Assistant Editor

THE HOT SEAT

‘WHO 1S YOUR ALL-TIME FAVORITE
TEEN MOVIE STAR?

teen yet b:
that as wellf
liked Matth

es. Why
that guy Pitt is
a sham:

NATHAN Jumn
nd shou

had so much potential but vol.2 proved to
be even better. The characters are growing,
becoming more mature--and there's now this
hint of further teen angst in the midst with
Chase’s possible "murderous” past. Could
he be the darkness Cloak feels? I also really
like the addition of Victor into the team and
hope he remains on the good side for a good
long time. Though Molly with her hats and
one-liners still remains my favorite member.
Don't let her age too quickly; her innocence
is so precious and adorable and she’s such a
good part of the team's dynamic.

Anyway, keep up the amazing work and tell
the powers that be NOT to cancel this book
in any way.

Jordan Crisp
London, England

Much obliged, Jordan. And no need to
lmr, our sales have never been better,
nks to new readers like you who are
stlll our original
collection. The Runaways are going to
be part of the Marvel Universe for a long,
long time.

Street Team,

Good job with y'alls 14th ish, guys. Seems
like just yesterday 1 was reading your first
14th issue. I've got that poster of our

Nick Lowe
Editor

| fl!EAM

favorite super-powered six from one of the
comic store promo runs, so T suppose I'm
die-hard.

Another titls that I read is MK Black Panther.
Like, about a year ago, Mr. Hudlin and the
editing dept. got together and came up with
a contest to put together a soundtrack fit for
the cowled King of Wakanda, Since then,
I've been all sorts of busy making Ultimate=
playlists for my fave titles. I hope you guys
can print the stuff I came up with, and there
isn‘t any copyright, name-usage stuff. Thisis
what I listen to when I "Run.”

1) "Angels of the Silences” - Counting Crows
(Official Runaways Anthen)

2) “Take Me Away" - Fafe Dobson

3: “Holiday™- Green Day

4) “Father of Mine” - Everclear

5) "The Art of Losing” - American Hi-Fi

6) "The Runaways” - Anberlin

7) "Runaway" - Linkin Parl

8) "Callfornia® - Phantom Planct
9) "Father's Son” - 3 Doors Down
m) “Wsy Away"

Are” - Ver
12) "Ai\ \’nu Wanted‘
o

= Yellowurd

| Hol

Mlche\le Branch
Charlotts
m! anale Radio” - Vanessa Cariton
15) "Someday” - Nickleback
16) “Nobody’s Home” - Avril Lavigne
17} “Dafeat You” - Smashmouth
18) "Fall Apart” - Sugar Ray
19} “Meet You There” - Simple Plan

Until you guys start using a bullet-shaped
logo, make mine Marvel.

IWA Harlan

Crawfordsville, IN

What, no Del Shanonn’s “"Runaway”?

Where's your sense of history, JWA?!

Sigh, I have finally become the kind of
evil adult the Runaways hate.

Keep running,
BKV

NEXT ISSUE:

Joe Quesada
hief

Runaways Street Team c/o Marvel Comics
417 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10016

If you don't want your name and address printed, please let us know

Letters may be edited for content and length,










s "\
> N \ oA
WWW.MARVEL'COME, © 2011 Marvel(Characters, Inc:} Al rights reserved:

T )










THE RUNRAWRARAYS

NICO MINORU ~ GERTRUDE YORKES CHASE STEIN MOLLY HAYES  VICTOR MANCHA OLD LACE

Daughter of Daughter of Time- Son of Daughter of Son of a Genetically
Dark Wizards Traveling Despots Mad Scientists Evil Mutants Killer Robot Engineered
inosaur
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At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the world, but
Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The Pride,
the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before running away from
home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the beginning. Together, the
teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents’ crimes by taking on the new threats
trying to fill The Pride’s void. Sadly, the team has already lost two of its original members,
alien Karolina Dean, who left the planet in the hopes of preventing an intergalactic war, and
former leader Alex Wilder, who was killed after betraying his friends.

Unbeknownst to the Runaways, a group of adults from Alex’'s past online role-playing adven-
tures has formed an all-new Pride in their late friend’s honor. Unaware of their predecessors’
evil nature, this next-generation Pride attempted to use a combination of science and magic
to raise Alex from the dead, only to accidentally bring back a younger version of Alex's fa-
ther, the evil Geoffrey Wilder. This resurrected villain soon kidnaps Molly Hayes, following
an emotional battle that turned the Runaways against one another. Just as this powder keg
is about to explode, an old friend makes an unexpected return to the Hostel...

PARENTAL GUIDANCE

chapter four

. Soard
Brian K. Vaughan  “4drian 4y, -~ Craig Yeung
e encilep _ Inker
Christina Strain » C.B. Cebulski &
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kidnappe

an e\ﬁfblac

man from the
1980s!

pude, you don't have Stretchis right, Molly. Besides,
tobring race into ) Geoffrey Wilder is a hero. He put
this. everything on the line to save you
from the villainc who've been
holding you hostage.

You're the
villains holding
me hostage,

1
ac! Alex's dad
is the worst quy
ever invented, and
he's tricked you into
thinking he's good
because you're a
bunch of stupid
dummies with--

Heads up,
duus.

You're gonna
have to finish
deprogramming
her later.










What happened,
Geoffrey? We watched
you go into that alley,

and then you... you
disappeared.

Iwasona
higher plane, Lotus,
rapping with the celestial
beings who blessed the original
Pride with our powers. They
gave us the green light to
proceed directly to
Phase Final.

BUt what about Molly?
We're not bringing her
to the last battle,
are we?

but a
better world
s right around

the corner.

The Gibborim
think the mutant
girl will be safest

in our hands,

Hunter.

Iwon't lie |
toyou, it'll be =
dangerous for

all of us... i










leave you
Kids alone for
a second,
can I?

it’s another
imposter.

Karolina, tell
me where--

In the Beverly Gardens,
right before I left

You were going
to ask where you
and I almost
kissed, right?

Geez, Nico,
is there anyone
on this team you
haven't tried
to molest?










Ithought
Iwas all alone
and... and T've been
acting like such
a complete jerk
to everyone

Shh. It's
all right,
0.

But are ﬂou all right?
what happened
out there?

was about
to go through with
my ceremony, when a
Skrullos guest insulted
one of the Majesdanian
bridesmaid’s dresses.
Stupid, right?
But next thing I know,
the adults in both parties
were fighting, and... and the
peace I left you guys to rebuild
was completely shattered.
It's 50 messed up. One
second, everything was
fine, and then--

You sure you

Old Lace says there's
someone else
in here.

Your animal's
senses are
impressive.










Forgive me, I forgot
that not all of you had
an opportunity to see
me inmy true form
when first we met.

It's Xavin.
Karolina's
betrothed,

remember?

I apologize for the
subterfuge, but I didn't
wish to interfere with
Karolina's reunion,

(b e

h
z. \ ' izard! Somebody
A cut his head
I3 I OfF!

Iregret that we were
forced to leave our
galaxy, but our elders had
clearly lost interest
in negotiation,
yes, love?

Everyone just
went insane. We
barely escaped Tarnax
VIIbefore Xavin's outpost
world launched antimatter
missiles at Majesdane. It.
it was horrible.
We crash-landed
our escape pod a few
miles from the Hostel. I...
Idon't know if anyone else
from our system survived.










Karolina, I'm so
sorry. I can't imagine
what you've been  gut I saved
gh. your bracelet
this whole time,
Just in case
you ever--

I'll be taking
that, thank ~ Suppress her abilities.
She learned much about
herself and her powers
back home.

LT

at's
happening here?
Why are you guys all
& at each other's
2 throats?

‘Someone's
been spying
through me.

e in
/ the middle of a
war of our own, and
unfortunately, we've
got another Benedict
Arnold.

>
©Oh, no. L...
1 totally forgot
about Victor
spying on us.

Ihaven't
been spying
on anyone,
Nico.










when we fought the people who
stole Molly, one of them took
control of my body. I started
to wonder, what if they could
L also take signals From
my brain?
why
I've been patching
some of my cyborg
components into the
Leapfrog, so he can
trace any cerebral
spyware back to

its source. TRANSMISSION

CONFIRMED.
BROADCAST
DESTINATION:
1822 WHISPERING
HILLS LANE.

parents' old
summer
home.

ell, let's
go kick some
doors in.

hatchling is
in trouble, I'd
like to help.

Ijust meant, we'll need
someone to stay here
and hold down the fort,
Xavin... in case tl
is all just a ploy to
lure us out of
the Hostel.

But I'm not just
a lowly shape-shifter,
Nico. I am--was--.
cadet in the Imperial
Armada, studying to
one day be the next
Super Skrull!

Imay only
be able to use
one of my cosmic
abilities at a
time, but--










It stinks you
had to come back
the way you did,
K... but I'm glad
you're here.

The team
was totally
falling apart
\ without you.

So after Not-So-Old Man
Wilder's goon squad spilled
the beans about my little

screwup with Nico, Ge

pretty much dumped
me forever.

Oh, Chase. N
I'm sure sh
just scared and...
and confused.
Give her time,
she'll come
around.

you two were
made for each

Each of us

has been falling

apart since day
one, Chase.

We just have to
find a way to fall
apart together.










I'msorry I smashed
your arm open with
2 giant. monkey

wrench.

I've never
gotten to see
my... insides

before, so at
least there's
that.

Totally
understood,

But as long
as we're all making
amends... why don't
you and Gert bury










Tell Nico
she can keep
her hatchet!

holding onto
it in case her
dinosaur tries
to eat me
again!
Tell Nico my
dinosaur doesn't
like the taste of
ta !

Tell Gert
she looks
like she loves
the taste of
everything!

Tell Nico if she'd
put some meat on her
anorexic bones, maybe

she wouldn't have to
steal other girls' quys!

Yo
Vagah

what just
happened?

pPut away
the yearbooks,
girls.










I'm sure
this will make
me sound like an
ignorant barrio kid,
but aren‘t "summer
homes" supposed to
be... summery?

Recess
is over.

W No sign of their

wheels.
Maybe we
just missed
them?

Or maybe
they're still on
their way back.

You should probably
cloak the Leapfrog,

Nico's parents
weren't much into
the bright and
cheery, Vic.
Come on,
let's toss
the joint.

Yeah, Latchkey
Kid will handle
the rest.
= <










Sweet! Checkout
all these classic
pencil-and-paper

quides.
Ididn't
know you used
to be into role-
playing games, 4
Nico.

at's
because I never
was. Those must
belong to whoever's
been squatting
here.

pidn't Alex
used to play
that crap?

Maybe that's
how these zilches
hooked up with
is dad.

7 Looks like
{ some kinda But it's

weapons  empty...
N cabinet.  whichain't
good for

us.










oh,

It's... it
me. Watching
me. Watching me.
Watching--

Got
something.

Says it's
to the new
Vivarium.

A hideout where our folks tried > This looks like 3 2 Huh, that must be why
to perform some occult ceremony I some kind of backup my parents were always

that would extinguish all life on site, located at the ¥ = going there when T
the planet... except for convergence of a bunch =1 was a kid.
» of 'ley lines" or some /RN g
——— / But didn't the
wigsicol munbe hoedown at the last

Ako. valium-whatever involve

It's hidden 2 some kind of human

beneath the Criffith > sacrifice? If they took
Observatory. - Mol there.

o™=










Looks like
they left us










What are
you talking
about,
Geoffrey?

1 thought you said
the bad guys were
taken care of,
Mr. Wilder.

sure,
but that's

probably what
‘they thought
about me.

Just alittle
something 1 cooked
up to take care of our
opponents, so the Pride
can get back to doing
the Lord's work.

Anuway, make
sure Molly’s restraints
are on tight. I'm gonna
take our young charge
inside with the Abstract
while you three set up
a defensive perimeter
around the place.

Hope for










It takes a
couple of dorks
who've spent most
of their adult lives
hanging out in imaginary
universes to make
world peace a
reality.

Hunter, you
patrol the west
bank. Stretch,
you take east.

Imean, if Wilder's
spell works, Alex's
Jjournal says we'll
eradicate poverty,
global warming,
terroriem, war.
We'll do what
every super hero
combined hasn't
been able to
pull off.

You're right...
we are $O donna
& beonTv. 4

>
We should N >
probably come up | Good idea,
with codenames, ) Mr. Fat-tastic.
huh? ¢



















It means
I picked up a few
new tricks off-world...
like how to put an
impenetrable shield
around my friends.

enemies,
too.

So the alien

invades again, huh?
Mr. Wilder said the
Abstract warned you
might show your
face.

See,
this is what
happens when
you mess with
masters.

Which is why

we forged a sword
out of the material
that dampens your

energy points.



















Skip the
waterworks, kid.
‘Your cloying Rudy
Huxtable routine is
just an act you put
on to get attention
from your older 4
friends.

" why don't
you behave like
the bright young

woman we both

! know you are?



















It's over,
Molly.

You were
Jjust the
bait...

«..the big
fish here was my
sacrifice.

To Be Concluded...










S AN g e B A M

Dear RUNAWAYS team,

1 just would like to point out
how much I hate, yet also love,
RUNAWAYS. I hate the fact that
one of the characters is going
to die. Each one of them is so
important, so real, so special,
that it is appalling for me to lose
any of them. This is also why I
love RUNAWAYS. You've created
characters so vivid and engaging
that it hurts to even conceive of one
of them passing. This is, I feel, the
hallmark of master storytellers at
work. Congratulations on securing
my monthly three dollars for as
loang as this book is put out.

On another note, RUNAWAYS got
my 13-year-old brother reading
instead of playing video games.
And I dont mean just comic
books--it got him reading. Prying
him away from the vid screen is
no small task, yet you've done it
anyway. Again, my thanks.

Sincerely,
Matt Murphy
Boston, MA

Thanks, Matt. We love/hate
you, too.

Brian, Adrian, and everyone,

It's a total bum gig picking one
of our beloved RUNAWAYS to die.
Mostly, I just want Molly to live.
Well, the desperate genius of Chase
is lost on a literate audience, but I
don't want him to die, either. Gert's
got a dinosaur with a septum ring,
something that triples her already
valuable cynicism. Nico is a Goth
Asian in turmoil: there would be
too much left unsaid. Karolina
can't die, she’s just coming back.
Victor? I gotta say, I don't want
the Tin Man to die, but he's on the
low end of the spectrum with this
one.

I've got a good idea. Let’s just,
you know, forget about all this
one-member-must-die stuff and
put it in the past. I promise I
won't bring it up again if you don't.
Scout’s honor.

1. FE Cooper

Sorry, Coop, failed contract
negotiations with our cast
means that at least one of the
RUNAWAYS will be Ileaving
permanently. I blame their

Nathan Cosby
Assistant Editor

THE HOT SEAT

WHO'S THE ONE COLLABORATOR
YOU'D LOVE TO MAKE A COMIC
2

e of my bel

thought how
llen were t

ant a piece of that. That won't
pen though

*caff caff* ..please

RANDY GENTILE: The t
always John S

pidey #500
ould be a dist:

NATHAN: Bill V

ayflower C

be there to halp.

id kill t ith Alan
ted to b the first

I
person to read one of rie

Dear BKV or Editor,

Will we be seeing more abscure
Marvel characters brought out
of obscurity by the ‘Marvel
Encyclopedia Robotica’ himself,
Victor Mancha? I hope so!

Alex
Laguna Hills, CA
PS. Please kill Nico.

Ouch, where's all the Nico
hatred coming from? IsthisTHE
Alex? Anyway, if you want to
see the RUNAWAYS interacting
with obscure (and not-so-
obscure) characters from the
Marvel Universe, be sure to
pick up the upcoming YOUNG
AVENGERS/RUNAWAYS.

Dear Street Team,

Thank you thank you thank
you for bringing Karolina back. 1
just finished reading Issue 16 and
really enjoyed it. Geoffrey Wilder's

Nick Lowe
Editor

dialogue in his talk with the
Gibborim was awesome. Really
suited his character well. 1 have
seen the cover to Issue 18 and
know that somebody is going to
die. No matter who it is it'll suck,
but I trust it will be written well.
Does fan popularity have anything
to do with who dies or were you
planning to kill a RUNAWAY every
18 jssues? Molly is by far my
favorite character in all of comics
but if it makes sense for her to
be the one who dies then I guess
that’s just the way of things. I trust
your judgment, BKV, so if you keep
writing it, I will keep reading it.

Pete

No, I'd say that each of our
characters has an equally large
following, so fan popularity
had nothing to do with deciding
which characters will live or
die. For Adrian and me, it's only
ever about telling good stories.
And for those of you who think
that I would never hurt Molly
Hayes because she’s named
after my kid sister, don‘t forget
that I named Alex’s parents
after my own beloved mom
and pops, and I had no qualms
about blowing them up. No
one is safe.

Keep running,
BKV

NEXT ISSUE:

Joe Quesada
hief

Runaways Street Team c/o Marvel Comics
417 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10016

If you don’t want your name and address printed, please let us know

Letters may be edited for content and length
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Daughter of Daunghter of Time- n of Daughter of Son of a Daughter of
Dark Wizards  Traveling Despots  Mad Scientists Evil Mutants Killer Robot Alien Invaders

PREVIOUSIANRONATSAYS?

At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the world, but Nico
Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The Pride, the
teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before running away from home
and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the beginning. Together, the teenage
runaways now hope to atone for their parents’ crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill
The Pride's void. But the team has already lost one of its original members, former leader Alex
Wilder, who was killed after betraying his friends.

Unbeknownst to the Runaways, a group of adults from Alex’s past online role-playing adventures
has formed an all-new I’ride in their late friend’s honor. Unaware of their predecessors’ true na-
ture, this next-generation Pride attempted to use a combination of science and magic to raise Alex
from the dead, only to accidentally bring back a younger version of Alex's father, the evil Geoffrey
Wilder. This resurrected villain soon kidnaps young Molly Hayes, following an emotional battle
that turned the Runaways against one another. Just as this powder keg is about to explode, alien
Karolina Dean returns from a failed mission to space with her new mate, a shape-shifting Skrull
named Xavin. Together, the reunited team races to rescue Molly from a saerificial ritnal. But
when Wilder draws a handgun, Nico ends up getting sacrificed instead.

TARENTAL GUIDANCE

conclusion

: Adrj Craig Yeung
an K. Vaughan an 4]
?v?it:er Pencil,. hona Inker
Christina Strain C.B. Cebulski &
Colorist Kate Levin MacKenzie Cadenheaq
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You did this
to yourself, B
kidl.

The Abstract says
Alex really loved
you, Nico. Aboy 7 )
Inever even got e Tl kill
to know offered Wl \ you!
you eternal life... Z
and you treated T'mgonna
him like a punk. kill you!

Look away,
squirt.
This next
part's not
suitable for
children.



















pon't bother going for your
primitive firearm. What use
are bullets when I can shape-
shift any vital organs out
) of their path?

My name is

avin, Super-
SKrull-in-training. T
was forced to abandon
my outpost world to
protect my mate from
murderous thugs
like you.

...eeeing how
the real Nico
has already
rescued her.

The Minoru
girl and I came
up with this plan in
secret, in case you
and your soldiers
were still spying
like the cowards

jou are.
< Your threats

against the

hatchling are

meanindless,
human...










Yes, well, the best-
laid plans of Kree
and men...

Iused an
invisible shield
to cloak Nico while

call the Dance of
Peception?

p/,

This can't be
happening!

The Abstract
never said anything
about freaks like you. You got a
My ring decoded big mouth,
every word! T.

Big ears,
too.

Wonder how
they'll handle
a few thousand

lecibels.

T R










X
What the hell is
going on?
Come on,
we have to find
another way out

That was just a trick. T loaned
Xavin my Staff of One to fool
Mr. Wilder into thinking
she was me.

Xavin? That
pretty alien who
wanted to marry

Karolina?We gotta
do back down there
and save him! Her!
atever!
We're here
to save you, Molly.
Xavin knew the risks
when she agreed
N, tohelpus.

She's part
of our team
now? And we're
just gonna let

r die?










Listen to
Stretch. Half your
little cabal is down, and
Hunter's got control of
your ship. You're going to
prison for the death
of Alex Wilder.

(2 N\
3 \ All your
&Y base are
Bl belong to the
New Pride.

How dense are you
, adultolescents?

Wilder is playing
P ou just like his
=» sonused to!










officially out
of the frying

Geoffrey's
in there!

That goth
hick must have
torched the

old Lace go
after Leeroy
Jenkins.

I know
how to handle
gamers.










You duys like
role-pi
hul

auing,
h?

What's the
droid doing to
our ride?™










Istill can't
believe your
egghead parents
are doing to give
birth to sucha
complete
moron.

Tve checked
every stupid room
in this astrology

It’s called
astronomy,
Mr. Stein,

Yeah, well, you're
gonna be totally
bald in a few years,
50 I guess life is full

A of surp!










What'd you do P /' which one, the
with the giri? annoying brat
or that Oriental
dish you made
time with?™

The proper
term is Asian,

Nico or Molly isn‘t
gonna bring Alex
back.

The Gibborim
have a thing
for Kids...

1 sacrifice

one innocent

soul, and my

bosses promised
to give me the
ultimate raise.
As in, "raise my
Family from the
dead.”

«..but
theyre not










So Wilder's
plan for world
peace... involves
wiping out all life
on the planet?

Iwish, Lotus,
but when I patched
into the Leapfrog,
I downloaded video of
everything our ship*
ever experienced.

Isaw the
devils that Alex's
dad sold his soul to.
They're the ones that
killed your pal. I can show
you Proofif you'd just

pause the fighting
for one second.

Some people
ust don't know |

Nico! You guys
all right?

Where are
Chase and
cert?

Well, the insides
of my lungs suddenly
match the rest of my
wardrobe, but we'll live.
Now let's jump out of
here before...










Gert, get out
1

Gimme one

¥ reason why

1 should spare
this waste of

Killing him
would be the
biggest mistake
of your life.

And I'm
factoring those
shoulder pads into
the equation.

heard you
U you were
looking for an
innocent
soul.

\

Careful,
Wilder.

Y
\

Chase Stein i
is anything AN
{ but. (
| |
|










You saw
r what he did
in New York,

didn't you?

onme with
ancther
qirl?

‘You've always
been the Jeast innocent
of all The Pride’skids. At least
Alex loved his parents. You've
never loved anything
but yourself.

Please, that was
Just a youthful
indiscretion.

Trust me,
T've done way
worse stuff than

that inmy life. SN\

So go ahead, Wilder, slit
the jerk's throat. But if you
try to cash in his soul, T
guarantee that check
will bounce.
Either way,
‘the second you
open Chase's jugular,
Jjust know that Old
Lace here is gonna
open yours.

en it
looks like this
round belongs to
you, Gertrude.



















pon't cry
for her. You
heard what that
backstabber
said about
you, right?
Hurry, Tl <
give you a seat
4 in paradise if you
help me drag her fat
corpse downstairs. We
gotta harvest her
soul before it slips--

\
o Old Lace was
made for you.
she needs you.
You guys ha

[ strong..as |
the one I have A
with you... 4










)" But what 2
[ uousaid...
I thought you
\ \ _hatedme. 2

Gert, you're gonna
pull out of this.

You're gonna
grow up and get
old and... and be
a hero. The you
from the future
said so!

it



















Nico and her android
braved the flames to
rescue your friends,
but I... Iregret that
they were not in

time for all of

Where is
everyone?

Somewhere safe.

We had to leave

the observatory
before the fire
crews arrived.



















We lost a <
friend bringing
you to us--a :‘-eal Ry —
friend--and this is ¢
’ By tricking
fOWYoUTEPA /g into helping
= you take another No wonder
innocent life? my son picked you
peopie to be his practice
dummies. You're even
more gullible than the
children he ended
up with.

I'm gonna
cut his head

No. You've
done enough
damage
already.

IF we Kill Wilder now, So what, Nico?

he'll never give birth 8 > Alex was really a
to Alex. = dirtbag. we know

= that now.

Maybe, but
without him, my
friends and I will
never learn that
our parents were
villains. we'll never
stop them from
destroying the
world.
Then
what do

we do?










We send him
back where he
came from.

Lotus is just saying,
the spell we used to
bring Wilder here?
The Abstract said it
can only be done
once.

I know a thing or
two about madic, all
right? Just because a
spell can't be duplicated
doesn't mean it can't
be reversed.

d youis because we were

Look, the
only reason T
didn't let Chase Kill But we were
Kids. You people
are adults, and it's
time you started acting
like it. We're going to

stupid enough to trust
‘the wrong person
once, too.

do what's right here,
not just what feels
right.

If we send
him back to 185
knowing everything
about the future, he
might be able to stop
you guys from ever
stopping him.

Then Wilder
gets to do the
| one thing the rest

can

us never









Geoff, what happened?
You were gone all
night. Where have

you been?

I... Ihave no idea. I was
checking business on
Sunset, and next thing e
T know, T wake up in an
alley with my skull
pounding.

I thought \
Igot rolled by 3 /
whatever competition
we haven't squeezed 5
A8 out of LA. yet, but
R Istill have my /
g wallet and... b

pon't worry, baby.
There's a reason
the big guys gave
us two. We'll still
be able to decode
our copy of the
gave me. It's... Abstiagt:
it's gone!

But so will
whoever else
finds my ring!

It's not like you

can get this book
out of the library. The
Gibborim aren't dumb.
They built checks and
balances into The Pride...










. .

Bl .50 our power
can't end up in the .
wrong hands.”

NEXT: “Dead Means Dead?
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