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At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the
world, but Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The
Pride, the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before run-
ning away from home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just
the beginning. Together, the teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents’
crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill The Pride’s void.

After a ferocious battle with an all-new Pride led by a temporally displaced Geof-
frey Wilder (father of the late Alex Wilder, the Runaways’ traitorous leader), Gert
Yorkes died in the arms of her boyfriend. With her final breath, Gert “willed” con-
trol of her telepathic dinosaur to Chase Stein, just before the devastated young man
stole a decoder ring and Wilder's copy of the Abstract, a mystical tome containing
powerful secrets.
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- The La Brea Tar Pits Museum
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Should... should Yl

somebody say
some words or

whatever? 4N










Le move
on with our
lives.
She's you. Yo
you died.

I'mnot buried in that
plot, Karolina. Some
woman claiming to
be me from the

futureis.

Because this
is how every
story ends.

Thisisn't a ' Isaw the older you's memories.
story, She's really going to be Killed by
Gert this Victor Mancha kid somedau...
unless we can help send him in
a different direction.

Forget helping him!

He murdered that lady!
She died in my arms! Po you
know what it's like to feel
the freakin’ life slip out
of someone?










Sweetie, if and
when somebody shuffles
me off this mortal coil, you
can scorch the earth avenging

me, but for now, every so-called

“evil" kid deserves the benefit
of the doubt as much as
we did.

Apparently,
I've still got
an annoyingly
long life to
live.

Before the last battle
with our parents, you
mean? When Chase
almost drowned?

1 did drown,
Karolina... but
Gert brought

me back.

. 2 And I'm
gonna save hers,
even if it means
snapping this evil
guy's neck. *

Imean, I
appreciate the whole
Tom Sawyer gimmick of

getting to attend my own
funeral, but let's not get

ahead of ourselves.










The Hostel
Today

Nobody can
ever know about
this, Victor.
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Geoffrey
wilder kills
Gert, and what
do Tdo

The same thing
1 always do when I'm
scared and confused...
run into the arms of
the nearest warm
body.

Hey, I came
to you. Iinitiated
this, Nico. And I didn't
do it because I was
scared, 1did it because
I..Imean...I think
you're really--

It doesn't change
the fact that this
was cheap.

We're supposed
to be mourning our
friend.

No, Gert
would want us
to remember her
by living life to
the fullest.

How the @€#%% would
You know what she'd

Why, because
*Kid Uitron' is part
machine?










You knex

Tknew
Gert since

the day she
was born!

When we were in
kindergarten, she.
she hid all my My Little
Ponies in the woods
because she said they
didn't belong in
captivity.
Isewed her
apurple scarf
for her thirteenth
birthdau and she

gonna dye her
hair that color

someday and










know where
cert is?

AFFIRMATIVE. MISS
YORKES IS BURIED FIVE-
AND-A-HALF FEET BELOW
THE EARTH SEVERAL
METERS BEHIND THE
HOLLYWOOD SIGN.










f sTaND BY, SOFTWARE
HAS BEEN UPDATED.

AFFIRMATIVE, CAN NOW
CONFIRM THAT MISS
YORKES ' COORDINATES
ARE IN LOCATION: HEAVEN.

You know,
is she in

My GLOBAL POSITIONING

SATELLITE IS UNABLE TO
ROVIDE YOU WITH THAT

INFORMATION,, MISS HAYES.

Then what
good are you,
you... you stupid,
Preakin’ jumping
thing?!










Aremy
momanddad [
there, too? &

Idon't wanna
make you sad, Mister
Frog, but my parents

told me I should never
lie, not even to make
someone feel better
about something.

See, after

Gert got killed...

our Gert...Chase
and Old Lace kinda
ran away.

don't -

Y Wedo \
know if they're

ever coming
back.

RBBT? INSUFFICIENT
DATA. PERHAPS MISS
HAYES SHOULD @UERY
MASTER STEIN ABOUT
SUCH MATTERS UPON
HIS RETURN.










Canit be
salvaged,
Xavin?
I'm afraid
| the cosmic drive
was damaged
beyond repair.
u and I

on Earth... not
that either of us
likely has a home
toreturnto
anyway.

We still have the Hostel. J.. " The hail of sorrows? I don't
vou'll always be weicome S \W wish to offend your teammates,
Karolina, but T find it difficult t&
( J( continue grieving for a stranger
When I have yet to pay respects
“ > to my own people.

They lost a
friend, xavin.
And so did 1.

IF the star that hid your planet
truly went nova, the resulting
explosion undoubtedly destroyed
my people's outpost as well.
You and I lost entire
worlds!

How can the
passing of a single

compare?










Xavin, we have a saying
on Earth: “One deathis a
tragedy. A million deaths .
is a statistic.” < ; That's idiotic!
3 =% Amillion deaths is
a million times more
tragic than one! It's
simple arithmetic!

This planet ‘
is even more
insane than the
ones we fled like
cowards!

So... you
don't think ;
you can ever J
be happy
here?

[ Of course Ican,
A betrothed.

You're my
heart, my compass.
As long as you're near,
Iknow that Iamon
the right path.

See, that's
how my friends
and Ifelt about










3 Fordive me,
beloved, Too often,
Isound like the child

of warlords 1 was, and
not the diplomat 1

wish to become.

Iregret
that I missed
the opportunity to
know Gertrude
better.

You would have
liked her. She was grumpy
and contrary on the surface,
but underneath it all, she was
just a sweet girl...

No, only
villains try
to change the
whole world.

Mark my
words, from
this day hence,
Earthis my

Ivowto
do whatever I
can to improve
your world.

The rest.
of us take it
one person

at a time.



















I This town's

f gore straight to
e handbasket,

Huh old-timer?

AT =
No respect, no a ‘\ S
responsibility.

Angeles used
to be the crown
jewel of Cali, but thes:
kids have turned it int:
worthless crap.

You remember
that secret gang of
evil LA. super-fruits from
the news a few months back?
The Gay Pride or whatever?

1 was one of the detectives
whe investigated them after
their Kids supposedly
blew 'em up.

Pulled this
tchotchke out of

one of the hoods’

old hideouts. Looks
expernsive, right?
How much you want el

’l =
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i = what are you
| listening to,
Vi

‘Cause if you're
the one who stole
my Pazzler CP, I'm

i gonna karate-chop
‘ your face.

I didn't know
protesters were
in town.

What, they
throw another
garbage can
through a
window?

Not &
Starbucks, 154 stores

Nico, all of across LA. have
them. | beencompietely

demolished by... well, [

all they're saying
is "something

I'm listening to my
police scanner,
Molly. Sounds like
Starbucks just got
smashed.










from all the psychopaths

I'msure the
cops can handle
this one, Molly. We're [

not risking our lives
\L over coffee.
about the
employees?

a sibility to = 3
protect Los Angeles C‘Aacchwato may be
A e

trying to take our
parents' place.

Poesn't your house
android know how to
fly the machine?

I'm not their
slave, Gender-

But, how are
we supposed to
find whatever’'s

behind all this?

Chase is
gone, and he's
the only one who
knows how to
pilot our
ship.

your dalaxy's finest
achievement.



























7
=
-

-
=
s

3
5 =
\ E 1
-
!
Ll .
7
{1 97 /1
4 4 .
\ !
(










I heard your pal Stretch
il got committed to the nut
hut, and that Hunter kid
IeFt to join the Peace
Corps.
The rest of
the Pride wannabes
are trying to deal with

the blood on their hands...
but you, you just keep
showing up for your
. stupid day job?

Please, we...
we never wanted to
hurt anyone, Chase. Wilder
tricked us. You... you
can't kill me.

Old Lace and
Iaren't gonna
Kill you, Lotus.
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Greetings, BKV and everybody on the
Street Team!

First off, 1 love, love, LOVE this
book! Great job on the wrltin?, the
art, the absolutely fantastic coloring,
the lettering...even the editing!
I've been on board since the last
issue of “season one” (afterwards, I
bnu ht the three digests to read the

ole story), and I gotta tell ya It's
anly been getting better throughout
0 ol Kudos to all of you!

Second, I have to say that I
was hoping against hope that

my favorite

a feeling it'd
Nevarthele.ss, 1 hope that
0 #17 is a fake-out (and
[ think it Is, althuugh that’s just a gut
feeling). Please, R!aase please let
her live, Mr. Vau eck, let ‘em
all live!’ The trut 1 think every
character is cool ami they all have
unigue personalities, from Chase's
street smarts to Gert's sarcasm and
Molly’s innocence. The only one 1
dont like s the Skrull. I just hate
krulls. It's an irrational hatred, T
k now, espec!ally smce they're hot real
ELT Il red 1'd just hate on
somabod in th s e-mall ;
Finally, did I mention
was to see Karolina reunlted w[th the

Anvwav, thank you for doing great
work on this book (hope it stays
around a very long UI’!’IE), and I wish
you continued success

Albert "Keona” Tang
Honolulu, HI

Thanks, Albert! Nico was indeed
spared, but that doesn’t mean
that she (or any of the Runaways
is safe. All I can say is that if an
when another of our kid:
wi

before the untimely passing of
poor Gert.

Hey guys,

T razilian RUNAWAYS fan.
The title really hasn't been given the
proper respect here, but I have my
ways to keep readlng this amazin

iece of narrative art. I mean,
now how much BKV can be a freakin!
but I never susEected he could
e t good at writing extremely
realistic and authentic’ teenagers,
and especially their dialogue, which
good. Dialogue iIs as good
genlus master Joss Whedon
;whose s\d‘?gestlans led me to look
'or RUNAWAYS. Thanks, Joss!). ]‘m
here also to thank you, Brian, a
your wonde; staff, especiall
astonishing penciler, ‘Adrian Alphona.
He is so one of the biggest (if not the
blggest) standout artists in comics

today.

By the way, I'm the greatest
Mo\lv fan around! How cool would it
be to have her starring in her own

Nathan Cosby
Assistant Editor

ol R AM

THE HOT SEAT

WITH THIS SUMMER MOVIE SEASON
OVER AND FORGOTTEN, WHICH FILM
ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD
TO IN THE SUMMER OF 20077

QRIAN Arw 'haum- Jo!
t b

and Spy Hunter &
CHRISTINA STRAIN

RANDY GENTILE: Spic

miniseries, or one-shot?? She's the
ccn(istl So cute, I want her to be my
own

Kéép up the good work!
Marcos Damata

Much arpredabad, Marcos.
Adrian really is one of the best
artists working today. But
while Mr. Alphona takes a much-
deserved break for three issues,

I'm thrilled to be joined by Mike
Norton, who some of you may
know from_ his work nn Mawel 'S
excellent GRAVITY. about
:‘.l‘ill(e shgrazv doub!e—nage spread

Dear Runaways Team,

This message--"thanks"--ls goin
to everybody, BKV, Adrian, Craig,
Christina and every last persun wha
has had a hand in making RUNAWAYS
one of the best books on the market
tndav and ever.

I've heen reading this book since
the first "season” and it has always
been at the top of my read pile
whenever it comes out.

Issue 18, from the superb cover to
the last page, was magnificent. This
book is oné of the only comic boaks
that has brought a tear to m z
The colering on the page with Gert In
Chase’s arms was geni:

RUNAWAYS will nut be the same
without Gert, or Chase, and Old
Lace for that matter. Howev er, I'm
very eager to see what is in store for

Nick Lowe
Editor

my favorite group of super-powered
runaway teens! Keep up the amazing
work.
Since Gert never told Chase
loves him, like the future Gert
never did...there’s still a chance she'll
come back! Right!?
Chris Harnick
Sorry, Chris. Dead means
dead.
Runaways Team,
I'm curious. If Chase had Killed
Alex’s father,
turned out better for the Runaways?
If he was dead, and Alex never had
been born, one of two things could
have hap First option Is Alex

other Runaways the evil ways of the
Pride. So, they’d all still be ignorantly
happy and Gert would be ignorantly
alive. The second option is without
Alexs father the Pride never would
have formed, none of the bad stuff
would happen and Gert would be
'adlivi 1 guess that's why Chase Is an
ot.

Jeff
Westerville, Ohio

Well, Jeff, the Pride had
alreidv been formed in the era
that ounger Geoffrey Wilder

camy , so if Chase had killed
nim, the Pruie still would have

n able to continue their plans
to destroy all life on the planet,
and Alex never would have been

' ] rn to Iassembl;é;la

ultimately
saved the wm-laf So mayhe Ch
isn‘t the idiot you think he Is.
More on that next issue,

Joe Quesada
Chief

Runaways Street Team c/o Marvel Comics
417 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10016

If you don’t want your name and address printed, please let us know

Letters may be edited for content and length.
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No,
opposite of
outstanding!

Jewel thieves in

bad costumes,

not... not city
eaters!

The Leapfrog's cloak is on the
fritz again, and I don't know
how to sweet-talk it back
online like Chase used
to. What do I do?

What do

uo\:c?;lﬁ(, Leave this

thing for the
Avengers! Or the
Fantastic Four! Hell
iFit eats the X-Me
it'll be doing us
afavor!
=

Xavin's kind
of right, Nico. This
thing is wrecking
every building built
in the last twenty
years!
New York is
hours away, and we're ?
pretty much the only super-help
this coast has got, right’

been missing in action since--
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You heard
me, Lotus. As of
today, you're officially
an employee of Chase
> 2 Old Lace, Inc.

Poing what?
With Geoffrey Wilder
gone, I don't have
any weapons or...
or powers.  T'mjusta
— gullible idiot
who got played
by a kid and his
creepy dad.

Alex and his pops were
scum, but they weren't
idiots.

§ You're gonna
They knew help me bring my
smarts when they ST girlfriend back
saw 'em, and so do L5 ), to life. A

1 That's why I'm










I'd give anything to bring Gertrude
back if I could, but no spell can raise
the dead. And the time travel thing
we used on Geoffrey was a
one-shot deal.

forget science.
T'm talking about
Z religion.

Before he killed Gert, Old Man
Wilder said he made a deal with
"\ abunch of gods, ones who
were gonna resurrect
his family.

Ineed to
find me some
supreme beings
pronto, and
you're gonna
help.

¥ 1turned
eighteen
today.

Please. You
don't want to fool
around with this stuf,
Chase. You have your
whole life ahead of you.
You're just a Kid.










I Good thing N

you're coming
along by choi
hen, huh?










|s everyone
stillin one
piece?

Ithinkmy g

magnetic
fleld slowed
our descent
some.

If you can
make a force field,
She-Male, why didn't
you put it around us

berore that thing
fricasseed one of @
our frog legs?!

Save it, kids.
We have to abandon
ship before Too Tall

R, walks this way and

attens us.



















while you two help
Victor repair your

craft. &

Actually, Xavin,

B Nico is our leader.

she calls the

Why
you two
some air cover while

therest

crew our ride back /8

together?










No offense,
love, but Ifindit
difficult to believe
MY that your "team" has
survived as many
battles as you

1 know your
colleagues are
young, but age is

no excuse for lack __There'sa

of discipline. feancnevely
= army in the universe
sends its teenagers
into war. We're
the only--










Things are
getting dicey
up there, Nic.

Can't you use a
shrinking spell
to knock that

guy down a
few thousand

I already
used my reduction
incantation on Mole
M en he attacked

iveriake a few

4 months ago.
L \

Mole Man? He's
already, like, four
feet tall!

1 thought it
would be fronic,
> okay?
Whatever,
is the ship fixed
" yet or not?

Nothing. Molly, 1
can you jack up the
other side of the
‘Frog while I jerry-
rig its hindquarters
back together?










-with Governor
warzenegger calling
for mandatory evacuation
of the downtown area, while
National Guard forces
formulate a plan to contain the
apparent super-weapon
of mass destruction--

hatchback with
the dinosaur
init.

Don't worry,
radio always
exaggerates

Chase, can Lask you a

question? When you were You see

little, what did you want what I'm
to be when you Z getting at
grew up? Y/ right? ,

Idon't know,
bounty hunter
or something.
What do you
care?

You remember that old
super hero, Mockingbird? When
I was agirl, I dreamed of being
Just like her someday. But instead,
1 got duped into becoming a villain.










When you're dead set on doing
the right thing, sometimes it's
hard to recognize that you're
Save the doing it in the wrong way.
lecture for ‘You have to--
somebody whose
best friend is still
breathing.

Itold you,
st need you
to take me to
wherever Wilder
visited the night
he... the night he
took Gert.

Wwell,
this is the
= place.

Believe
it or not,
Iguess.

T'll, uh, just keep the
motor running while
you do whatever
it is you have to
do here.

getting
started.










Gross!

This guy's
foot smells
like feet!





































p Wwell, my
makeshift spare
should be good for
one or two more
Jumps. We headed
back to the

Not yet, Vic. 2
Xavin--despite her ~
propensity for getting
knocked out in the first §
round--was Fight.
We can't retreat.

The way the Staff of One wiggles
when that thing gets close, I'm

worried our monster might be
another parting gift from
my parents.

So what
do we do
next?

We have a
responsibility
to stop it before
anyone else
gets hurt.

We follow
the trail of
destruction...

..all the
way back to
whatever gave
birth to ft.










a hundred tries
to pronounce the
stupid password Chase, please.
right. This... thisis
dangerous.

 Relax, the part of the
book I decoded said
this was some sort
©Of "safe zone" for
members of The

AN

...unless T
messed up the
transiation.

7
/
%



















To BelContinued...










He{l ‘Stieet Tea

m,

? it sm-\ple Xavin steps
up!!!  Victor rocks! arolina’s still
nt.?_‘tl Ma{lt is wel
t

Is gonna klck @$$l|n
Adrian Rule!!!

Mol\ I Nico Is still
ero. Chase
And BKV and

Peace out!
Jonty Cruz

Nico is the man? And you
thought Xavin was confused
about gender...

Dear Runaways,
Denial: 5"05 not really dead. HQI‘
parents were time-travelers, so
is just time-traveled away, and that
was just a mannequin that er...died
In Chase’s arms. But she's totally net.
dead no way.
Anger: You are a murderer, and a
AD MAN! How would you like
lt if some writer just went and killed
off your favorite ‘character? Not very

much, T thin

rFaInlng' Okay, so if 1 buy
multiple copies of all your other
books, and all your friends’ books,
and any other books you like, if YOU
just bring her BACK! Please, please,
please!

Depression: I'm just never gettini
attached to another character again.
What's the point?

Acceptance: Ah well, Joss Whedon
kills off beloved characters all the
time, so I guess there has to be some

urﬁose for it. Maybe she’ll come
as a ghost.
Susan Taitel

Thanks, Susan, but don’t hoid
your breath for Gert the e Grumpy

ost. (Although I kinda liked
typing that.)

Hi MF. vaugha

Hawv read RUNAWAYS #18, 1
knew that I finally wanted to write
in. have two things to say, one
praiseful the other...less so.

E are robably dgulng
tO Cﬂ icize you ath,
going to y it was Just
anu her sensatlenaﬂzed event, used
to amp up sales..a strategy that the
industry’s mainstream employs with
unfortunate frequency. In this case,
however, 1 hey're wrong. 1
was extremelv impressed by how well
you handled everything; I thought it
was some of your best wrltlng. I'm
looking forward to seeing what this
means to the other kids, partlcularly
Chase and Victor. | foresee some real
fantastic storytelling.
have one thing I want to
mention, as I said, in a somewhat less
glowing fashion.

I'm extremely happy that you've
brought back Karolina. She’s been my
favorite Runaway since the first issue.
However, I'm increasingly bothered
by the relationship you've put her in.
Karolina is, from every bit of evidence

Sean Ryan
Assistant Editor

B U EAM

__ THEHOT SEAT

IT'S BACK TO SCHOOL TIME, KIDS!
WHAT WAS YOUR LEAST FAVORITE
CLASS IN SCHOOL?

BRIAN: I wri
ow could thy

you've given us, not bisexual. Shes
a Iesb:an And far be it from me
be c character with ﬂexmle
sexualtv ar |endar, but the more
1 the more I think that Xavin
reaTI Is neither. His claim of being
Karolina’s "blushing bride” rings quite
false: he seems to clearly Iidentify
himself as male, and alwa‘s presents
himself as such before anging to
suit her.

1 would be a skeptic about her
feelings in any case; I've never liked
such quick and easy declarations of
love between characters. If anything,
I'd think that Karolina’s feelings for
Xavin are an infatuation born of
twofold rellef: relief in her ability
to be with a "weman,” and in
freedom to be her alien self.
mind the fact that she’s a teenager
In her first relationship. So while I
can understand these facturs being
sufﬁclent and the that their

e'saved bll{lunsorl\ves ‘things
are dF erent now.

1I'm hoping that yaure not just
setting them uj 'p be a happy so-
calle:l "lesbian’ cnupIeA 1 hope that
these issues will be addressed. (Not
to mention the issues which I feel

Nick Lowe
Editor

still stand between her and Nico.
That situation always felt somewhat
abruptly unfinished to me.) Karolina
Is one of the best queer characters in
current comics, and 1 would hope that
you will follow thmugh with her, that
this isnt thrown away on a slmp istic
and false-feeling solution. At the r%
least, 1'd like to know what you thln
abaut my concerns.

The quality of {cur writing in the
past suggests that you wouldn't cop
out,
fans are. For the record, I'm a queer
woman myself, so I'li admit to having
snlma personal bias to add to the

Sorry, that was kind of long. Atany
rate, RUNAWAYS remains one of the
est books out there, and absolutely

the top of Marvel’s current ou':pm':iH
ie

Northampton, MA

Wow, that was fantastic, Allie.
I absululelv understand your

Yuur questions will be ad
n upcoming issues. As !ar back
as our very first story, I like
to think that, while we've been
telling fun all-ages adventures
about telepathic dinosaurs and
decoder rings, our book has also
been subtly dealing with gender,
sexuality and the lack of storybook
romances in the complex lives of
teenagers, and I hope that kind
of layered storvtellln%wlll always
be a part of RUNAWA' e

NEXT ISSUE:

Joe Quesada
Chief

Runaways Street Team c/o Marvel Comics
417 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10016

If you don't want your name and address printed, please let us know

Letters may be edited for content and length
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With the
East Coast's masked
community embroiled in
what many fear may become
a super-heroic Civil War,
who will save the West
Coast in its hour
of need?

I'm Chester
Biloxi, and that's
the question we'll
be addressing in this
special installment of
Tsunami, Los Angeles'
number one news
magazine.
We begin
our live team
coverage with this
exclusive update
from our own eye-
in-the-sky, Cadie
MacPunnough.

cadie, Good evening,
what can you Chester. I'm afraid
tell us? we don't know much
more than you at this
hour, as the F.A.A. won't
allow our chopper to
fly any closer to the
devastation.

But the
unknown source of
the reported destruction
appears to be targeting

only newer buildings

While countless
strip malls and chain
restaurants have been
obliterated, spared were
L.A. landmarks like City &
Hall, Union Station,
and Pacific--

in the downtown
area.



















but our helicopter IF this gets
is losing altitui out, remind the
heroes of this
country that we
need them!

¥ It's time
for them to
stop acting like
SRS\ children and get S
= back to-- -



















Please W /
help me!

There's somebody ) Allow me, Karolina. It's
still alivein the least I can do after
there! f 1embarrassed myself
\ in battle against that
overgrown-

Way
[ ahead of you,
Xavster!

But if T
gotta keep
liFting Stuf¥, am
I allowed to buy

a can of Diet
Cherry Vanilla
Dr. Pepper?

©h, thank
@od. 1 thought
I was gonna...

Wait.
You're...youre
the Pride's
Kids.
You're
the ones who
murdered your
parents!



















Give me one reason why
I shouldn't turn your
ugly facial hair into
mealworms.
no right to
hurt me! T

used to be
8 s that why \_2@ €OP’
i you opened fire
on unarmed
, teenagers?

I didn't
turn the old guy into
that monster; the magical
doodad I nicked from one
of your eVil folks did!

T
Walters. Geezer
who's been running
J this antiques joint J
Which *old { < / since the dawn
guy” are you
rambling
about










His wife is = .
" gead, Got whacked
id.

by a gang of teenage R
hoods way back when §

> I'msure
your dad will be =
proud when he hears [
about us hauling A
8\ uour fat culo off
i to jail.

the Purple Pecple-
on the force, Eater to worry
ust let him about.
walk.










IF GODS
LAUGHED, KNOW
OULD BE

OF WHAT
USE ARE THOSE
TRINKETS TO
us, BOY?

BN

= Iden't care
if you shoot milk
out your oversized
schnoz, just
give me back my
girifriend.

1 told you, I'm not o
here empty-handed. -~ A
Ibrought you some [l

of the weapons you . AU o/
gave to our psycho l \ \\\\ N\ \\\ 7 ”&}
parente. Thiscan': M s
behappeningthis & £
can'tbehappening
thiscan'tbe-- If you freaks had
any real power, I figure
you would have wasted
me already for sending you
back to this lame excuse
) for adimension in the
first place.

Still, you

¥ raise Gert from
the dead, maybe T'll
fork over the tools

you need to free 9
yourselves. ‘










THE GIBRORIM
ARE REJUVENATED BY
SOULS, NOT MYSTICAL
ARTIFACTS.

s

IT MEANS THAT, IN ORDER
TO RESURRECT YOUR LATE
COMPANION, WE WILL
FIRST R A
SACRIFICE.

A HUMAN
SACRIFICE.

Chase,
they're...
they're
probably

lying.

Just think
about this,
okay?










’n}\,\\\\""‘” .‘/










SRBETE
CEASE FIND
DESIST..OR -
ANNIHILATION.
SRBETE

’ S\ | AAN \\\N”' ,//
Til S _ \ x\\u\\\\&

Nic, if this
doesn't work,
Ijust wanted

pon't jinx it,
Vic. You and I will
live to have plenty
more awkward
conversations,
1promise.










Iknow what
you're trying
todo.. but it

isn't going
to work.
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Ay

' i‘ Ithought N

/4
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P - '
”. N
-7 1 1
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ut the
only thing that
don't dieis
pain.










1merely
provided
the shape, &
Karolina.
It was Nico,
the sorceress,
who gave me the &
woman's voice.

ah, but it was Indeed. I'm sorry I ever doubted
ir] who told you the your capabilities as a general.
words to use. Your strategy was extremels

strategy I've
been using since
day one.










Seeing how you
were an accomplice
inmy girl's murder,
that kinda begs the
question, "Why the

hell not?"

Because, T...
1 thought you
said the old pride
used to sacrifice
Kids.

1gotobed
at ten every night!
T've already paid off my
student loans! I'm old!

. RO

WHILE WE HAVE
FOLND THAT CHILDI
C KELY

ON ANY SOUL... SO LONG
AS IT 1S INNOCENT.










A

,@ i

There's
nothing for
us here.

KNOW THAT
THE OFFER STANDS,
CHASE STEIN.

BRING LS
A SINGLE
INNOCENT

-.AND
GERTRUDE
YORKES WILL
BE ALIVE AND
WELL ONCE
MORE.










You're
seriously
P letting me
live?

I.1I
don’'t know

how to thank J
\ o, Chase.

start by
burning the E

Because
reading is
overrated, all
right? Just torch
the dumb thing
for me.

We go our
separate ways.
You're useless to
me, Lotus.

Set yourself
on fire for all T
care.










Weak. sounds like the
zovernator is taking all
the credit for saving
Los Angeles.

‘fou want

the Staff of One
to conjure us up

Remember how you said
follow. / that Gert would want
us to celebrate her life
instead of just mourning
her death? You were
right. She would want
us to be happy.

aP.R. firm? 1 just wish

the rest of the

city knew what

you did teday,
uyou know?

It was hardiy
all me, Vic. Those
things I had xavin
say, that was just

stuff Istole

from you.

And, um, what makes ) The thought
you happu? of being with a
genuinely good
guy for the first
time in my life.

What
makes you
think I'm
good?

Because
you're so
very bad
at this.




[ well, it's awesome
What are N\ to see you again,
you doing man.
here?
7 Tll, uh, wake
[ the others and It can wait
for breakfast,
Mancha. Been a
rough few weeks.
Ineed some
a1

where have
you been?

needed to
clear our R
heads. 488










Next: Live Fnst\L
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PREVIOUSIANRUNAPSAYS?

At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the
world, but Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The
Tride, the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before running
away from home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the
beginning. Together, the teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents’
crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill The Pride’s void.

After a ferocious battle with a temporally displaced Geoffrey Wilder, Gert Yorkes
died in the arms of her boyfriend. With her final breath, she “willed” control of
her telepathic dinosaur to Chase Stein, before the devastated young man stole a
decoder ring and Wilder's copy of the Abstract. Chase soon visits the Gibborim,
mythical giants who gave the Runaways’ parents their power, and learns that Gert
can be resurrected if Chase sacrifices an innocent soul. Ultimately, Chase refuses, and
returns with Old Lace to the Hostel. But the giants’ words still echo in his mind...
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Cowboy
werewoofs!

Mosey on out of here,
children. This ain't a
showdown you'll walk

away from.

Okay then,
according to our
parents’ records, the
Silver Bullet Gang here
was a posse of lycanthrope
hunters who were attacked
by the very things they
were hunting back in
the wild West.

My psychotic mom "Ng
and dad ran them out
Of LA. afew years ago,
but I guess these guys
must have heard about
& The Pride's untimely

departure.

How is this 3
happening, Nico?
It's not even a full

moon tonight! &










Just don't let
them bite you,
Xavin!

Victor, can
you do something \
jl about their shiny metal
A Second Amendment M8
B rights?™

It's trying
to French-
kiss me!

But my body is

still using most of
its electromagnetic
Juice to repair
itself after our last
excellent adventure.










—ann - G










Holy awesome!
Thanks, Chase!

=

ally X\ : .
P herc are l & :
innocent people %
=T trapped inside [ fi o
- =4 these things! s g 2

That's \
what &ert used
to say.










I don't make
threats, I give
orders.

WILL MASTER
MFANCHA BE

PILOTING
Now let's get 8 ME HOMER
back to the Hostel.
we'll leave these mutts for
whatever useless masked
stooges the government has
“protecting” Los Angeles
these days.

Since when did the
Leapfrog start.
calling you
master?

since you
took your.
break

us, Chase.

Besides, um,
"master” doesn't
mean what you think.
It's just an old-fashioned
term of respect for guys
not old enough to be
a"mister.” <










pon't you
ever call
me that.

Old Lace
and I are just
gonna walk home,
anyway.

n
evening stroll
across LA. with
atelepathic
dinosaur.

Which
is why we
k to the
sewers.

Way less
crap to deal
with down there.










The La Brea Tar Pits
Forty-nine Minutes Later

Do you think
it would help i he
talked to apriest
or something?

I'mpretty sure
he's taken up Gert's
agnostic mantle after
everything that's
gone down.

Then what about
t or

Vic, the fact
that we're teenagers
means we're truant

a-license thing means
b we're wanted
felons.

Chase can't go
to a shrink without
getting the whole

teamin trouble.

Then
maybe he doesn't
belong on the team.










»

o
&( /

gl

‘i,/ 4

y
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Look, Irealize
Xavin joining our
little clique means
that you're not.
the new kid

..butisntita
anymore...

little soon for you to
be deciding which charter
members should get kicked
out of our lunch table?

1 like Chase! He's
a good guy.

But he's
eighteen |~ so? 1 know
Now... ourclub fosters
a healthy mistrust
Of adults, but that
doesn't mean
they're all evil.

Just the
ones who
mess up their
kids.

Poes that mean you're
never gonna be a...
you know.

idea. Why, do you
want children
someday?










¥ Maube? I spent so long just
thinking about not becoming
nd of monster that would
kill Gert somedau, I never - But now that
B thought about what I did Lo that future’s never
= want to be. & s doing to happen, part
~ of me does like the
idea of, I don't know.
raising a kid of my o
before Idie.

SN\ \\\\\

Well, I'm not looking to make
any babies tonight, but if T
were ever in the market for
a father to my rugrats,
agirl could do a lot
worse than--

N
Oh my GO«
Are you all
My internal static
regulatoris still on
the fritz, so I-

‘m fine, Victor.
But I... I should really
get back to my room.
Things are still weird
around here, so Idon't
want the others

uh, do what you have
Il be here if you need me

tool in
universe.










ANTICIPATED
Y OUR RETLIRN.

HE
GIBBORIM
HAVE ALREADY
EXPLAINED OUR
OFFER TO
you.

you'd raise my
girifriend from the
dead, but T want
to know about the
fine print.

Fyou
bring her back,
is she gonna be all
)| decomposed or... or
possessed by an evil
& monkey demon or
something?

Pon't get
too excited,
Stretch.
I'mjust
here for a little
clarification.










WE WILL RETURN GERTRUDE
YORKES TO YOU EXACTLY
AS SHE WAS THE MOMENT Let's
BEFORE SHE RECEIVED HER 1 did score you
FATAL INJURY... somebody matching
that description.
...BUT ONLY IF You'd, what... e
yOU FIRST BRING them?
US A SACRIFICE OF
ONE INNOCENT
SOUL.

WE WOULD DO~ WE WOLILD SUCK EVERY LAST
MORE THAN DROF OF REALITY i =
MARROW, AND BY

e = WE
WERE FINISHED, NO ONE ON

f’y‘w AN

\

: l z:z'::

wouldn't just
kill them, you'd

write them out of
existence?r

Like they

were never
even born?.

A










THE ONLY "CATCH" IS - &
TIME. OUR LIMBO GROWS LINLESS YOI
MORE CROWDED BY < BRINGJLLS ASOULIN Y
THE HOLIR. WITHOUT THE NEXT TWELVE HOURS, X
SUSTENANCE, THE WE WILL DISAPPEAR
GIBBORIM WILL NG \ FOREVER...

LONGER BE ABLE
TO CLING TO THIS
PRISON REALM.

...AND THE
ONLY HOPE OF 1 I iﬁgﬂ;ﬁr
RESURKECTING YOUR - T
LATE COMPANION Old Lace
WILL VANISH and Twill
WITH Us. talk it over, M
cool?










I'm.. I'm
nobody. Just
another stupid

street kid. And T
never done nothing
bad in mu life!
Please...

...please
don't hurt










e
T

outrage!

all of Asia! How can
d by a mere border
ory such as th

The game's
3 called Risk, Xavin. But
you never took any

chances.

Next time,
you should start
with the pretty little
orange country. Or the
P\ one that looks like 4
ajellybean.

How was I outflanked
by a child? mastery of every board game
e ever created.

<q
Yeah, Ionce
beat our friend Alex
at Chinese checkers,
and he got so mad he
said he was going to
throw me down a
well.










=7 er,

Lm, see you later?
This you, Lhope?.
of course,
beloved.

May all
your dreams i
be bright s

=7 we//l/l, poor Greenland got
its butt kicked hours ago,
and my gloWis starting to

Y Pon't beat
her too bad,
Molly Polly!

b
Ilove you
abushel and a

the rest of it
does!

Can Iask
you a question,
Xav?

How come
you're not
agirl all the
time?









Why don't you wear the | Because my hair gets so
same ridiculous hat J tangly that my mom told
all the time? A ~me birds would start
— toliveinit?

Ihavea
picture of
Northstar on
my wall and

evargthiQ
It's just, I think
everybody would be
more comfortable if
you could maybe just
look like a girl forever.

And T'm sure some people would ¥ But T am not |ike everyone else,
be more comfortable if Karolina and that means you may have to

\ liked males. Or if you were not _ learn to accept something new and &
=

a genetic mutation. different, as my betrothed
already has.

And
who do I make
uncomfortable?










Other than
Karolina? Just J i
me, really. v But it's just

‘cause you're new
¥ And Nico, a little here. everybody used to
bit. And Victor. And hate Victron, but we all
Chase and Old Lace. Wi r like him ever since you
Probably Leapfrog, \ LY showed up.
t L. 4

easier for you
after we get
another person
on the team.
And how
often do you
accept new
it

pretty much
every time
somebody
die:










I'mvery
disappointed in J§
dear. _/

you,

just a chapter
break in a never-
ending tale, Nico.
We returned to
your story to set
you on the right
path.

This has
nothing to do with
our ordanization...
and everything to do
with the fact that
you're a disgraceful
little slut.










Alex Wilder, R
Topher, Chase, You have
and now that | brought shame
Mexican to your Family,
boy? and your sins will
soon bring this world
crashing down
around you.

No, you're none of
my concern.
I'm confused
| about a lot of things,
but T'm going to figure
out who and what I like
on my own.

You're angry
because I've kissed
four boys in my entire
life? I'm sixteen years
old! It's not my fault
Mom married the first
duy she ever held
hands with!

1mean, how That's
many girls did Pad \none of your
kiss by the time concern.
he was my age?










You were
dreaming.

I... I had
a nightmare
about my parents
laying this massive
guilt-trip on
me for.

Wake up,
Nico.

You have
nothing to
feel guilty

about.










To Be Continued...
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PREVIGUS N RONLYTG:

At qome point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the
world, but Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The
Pride, the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before running
away from home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the
beginning. Together, the teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents’
crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill The Pride's void.

After a ferocious battle with a temporally displaced Geoffrey Wilder, Gert Yorkes
died in the arms of her boyfriend. With her final breath, she “willed” control of her
telepathic dinosaur to Chase Stein, before the devastated young man stole a decoder
ring and Wilder’s copy of the Abstract. Chase soon visits the Gibborim, mythical
giants who gave the Runaways' parents their power, and learns that Gert can be
resurrected if Chase sacrifices an innocent soul. Armed with a few pages torn from
the Abstract, Chase and Old Lace return to the Hostel, where they tie up a frightened
Nico, and steal the sorceress’ powerful Staff of One...
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Please..
you're tearing
me apart...

Iheard
you yelling in
your sleep

Sounded like

you were having a
> nightmare.

Just my mom and dad :\\:

adain. I keep having this
creepy Freudian remix of
my childhood where
they're both...

Lm.
What are you
wearing?

%
=




























Iwasn't trying to ' You're usually able
deceive you, to recognize my
betrothed scent, no matter
what form I
take

V Because Molly N
| told me I made you
uncomfortable.

I thought
you would feel
more at ease witha
> shape you already
liked. o

~ Xavin, 1

like you. Tjust

want you to be
yourself.










Exactly. Your
last boss told you
to follow my orders,
so Isay bite, you
say how deep,
got it?










Please tell me
that's some
metaph

I

==

Imade adeal
with the Gibborim,
those oversized
Three Stooges who
pimped our parents
with powers?

Ibring them
one innocent soul,
and the best human
being of all time is
alive and snarking

again.

So you're
going to sacrifice me
to bring your girkfriend

sacrifice
myself.










¥ Everything is b

ten times lamer ||| R\ P s like ¥
without uou, 4 when Steve left
Gert. = Blue's Clues and they ==
= . { o replaced him with
that stupid idiot-
e Joe.
- —
i
i
\ 3
e\
6 = \ .
i
See, S » | E
Iag‘g”,“", You always . \ s
, knew the exact '
right thing to say 71\ . = )
i whenever everybody 2 — N
was sad or freaking - - Z - y
out, but when Itry, N A | e Lo
Tjust come out == 3 =
sounding like a ’
baby. ¢ i
| 4
‘ - .
= S
k. 2 <
{ 3 -
) e y \ 1 — - S0 now,
N - % ) 7 whenever everybody
=) is fighting or whatever,
s Iclose my eyes and try
. Qi Ccoe g euemand b
= " inside my head...




























You've
officially
lost your

mind.

[/ That's what I was starting
to think, but right after 1
left my big meeting, I ran

into some homeless girl.
A runaway.

Ifigured I
could offer her up
to the Gibborim, and
no one would even
miss her.

in the end, I couldn't
bring myself to
hurt her.

Because I'm
not a bad guy, Nico.
Gert couldn't have

loved me if Twas.

Irealize that

~I'm
innocent.










Chase, you
might be a good
person these
days, but in
the past.

When Iwas little, my father would
hit me with the Burbank phone book.
It was thick enough to hurt but not

heavy enough to leave marks.

My mom would
turn up her NPR
downstairs so she
couldn't hear me crying

Imean, back
in New York, you said
you once murdered
a man for trying to
steal your stupid van!

[/

'Cause T
got a P in algebra.
or aparking ticket. or
maybe just 'cause the
old man was having
a bad day.

But none

of those ever
seemed like good

%// 0/

would they
do that?

e

So Istarted

enough reasons coming up with stories
in my head to explain why
I deserved everything

my parents were
dishing out.

After a
while, I guess
Ievenstarted to
believe some










So you've
had this epiphany
that yourereally a
nice little lamb, and
now you're going to
lead yourself to the
slaughter?

What are you talking g
about? I'm trading
my life for one
that's way more
valuable!

If you
already made
up your mind, then
why did you come
all the way back
here?

Why not
just march
back to the
Gibborim and
get it over
with?

They told me
this whole magical
shebang will erase
me from your memories
forever, Nico.You won't
remember even
Kknowing me. None
of you will.

I came back
here ‘cause you
and me need to finish
some business before
1get wiped out of
existence.

Idon't believe
you, Chase. I don't think
you want to commit suicide
at all. You came back here so
the rest of us would stop you.

This is
just a cry
for help.










No matter what -_

ert
— B | those monsters [
it takes tosave the /= A ) X
only girl I've ever - \ —— g\ nothing you can
loved? - do to change
that!

away from my
_ girlfriend.
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Heu, why am T
whispering?

Can Lask
you something?
You believe in God,
right? Po you
think He can do
anything?

Then could He
make a sandwich so big,
even He couldn't finish it?

Well, I mean...
Iguess.. let's
see...

01100L110LL
0311104100100

Ihave no clue what's doing on
here, but if your pet so much as
s my crotch, I will move her
m endangered to extinct,
understood?










What did
you dato
i, him®

Relax, he'll come

to eventually. I'm just

exploiting a bug in his
programming.

According to <
this page I ripped outta
— the Abstract, Uitron designed his
3 kid to act like people's ideal "hero,”
A ,\%\\\\“ super-spiritual and super-logica
Wil W When those two things bump heads,
it can short out Small Wonder.
o,

nyway, this e
passade 1 decoded has
a list of three questions
you can use to put Vic down
if he ever goes Terminator
again, but they only work
once, so use 'em carefully.

h m 0 knock
out one of our friends?










grow up to execute her
someday.

It'sup to
you to see that
my girl gets to
live a long, happy
life, okay?

I'mgonna
get rid of this evil
stick of yours to make
sure you get to live
one, too.

{ long, Nico
Minoru.

My parents
always told me
to be careful

That's how
1knew you were
the only one we
could trust with

our lives.
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It sounds as if he's
looking to leave
this world.

And not
magical space

adventure like
you guys did.

Y
N i

“Koff= but I think
Chase is trying to
trade places with

Gert in the afterlife.

My speechless spell is
wearing off, so he

\ must already be

k far from--

Not somebody, something.

Somebody

went potty

all over the
place!

| ™at is clearly the scent
of reptilian urine.

Youcan tell (8
what different
people’s pee J

smells like?

make sense.
Chase's dinosaur

Maybe Old
Lace is trying
to tellus
something.










i We have to follow it!
Turn on your night-light,
Karolina!

Ican't, Molly. L
I used up my glow
fighting those
werewolves, and
@l 1won't be able to
recharge until
sunrise.

Plus, I'm currently
| understaffed, and
An \ \ the only guy here who
excellent knows how to work the
guess. e ‘frog is suffering from
the blue screen

It appears
shiis n;arlf[inq w's a
Shera skeleton crew
supposed to
save Chase from
the giants who
annihilated
our parents?

Ibelieve
your people call
it “girl power."










Pid you know that
“La Brea' means

“"the

7 the name of this
joint translates
to "The The Tar

Tar Pits.”

Man, I hate
B ¢tic nutty town.

I never should
have left.










. p Hector, a
= bunch of... of super-
I'll call people in an invisible
S.WAT. / pon't bubble just came
bother. J shooting out of the
damn primordial

big guns.

iTolBelConchided™










To the ever-loving Street Team,

don't know exactly what to say, so
I'll say this: RUNAWAYS is the best comic
ever. Ever ever. Better than WATCHMEN,
better than MAUS, better than SANDMAN,
better than anvtmn RUNAWAYS is the
only comic I actually COLLECT (buying
two copies of every Issue: one for
safekeeping and one for lending out, all
the digests, and all the hardcovers) and
I can say that I've never made a better
investment, RUNAWAYS began towards
the end of my sophomore year of high
school, and as friendships came and
went, relationships bloomed and fizzled,
and years flew by, I knew that there were
six people (sometimes seven, sometimes
five) and a dinosaur that I could always
turn to if things gat tao bad. I was there
when they ran away and when they were
betrayed (I called It at issue 81). I was
with them when they stopped running
and when they ran again. And 1 fmmd
new friends with them as old ones were
lost, These were not characters, these
were people as real as I went
to school with every day. These were
not plot lines, these were experiences
that each person feels every day. These
were not words on a page, these were
the feelings that defined our generation.
The RUNAWAYS creative team created a
world that I wanted to go to every day,
not just once a month.

nd then they said they were leaving.
Not everyone, mind you. At least Christina
decided to stayl But Brian and Adrian
were off to do better things (and what
exactly will those be?), and the fates of
a group of runaways was left undecided.
The new team announcement of Joss
Whedon and Michael Ryan literally made
me cry and dance for joy, but there was
still that bitter feeling that the people
who defined my friends would be leaving
them. Would Nico be as edagy without
Adrian's unconventional pencils? Would
Molly be as adorable without Brian's
pen to guide her? What about Chase?
Karolina? Victor? Xawin? Old Lace? And
then it hit me:

If there's one thing RUNAWAYS has
taught me, it is that parents are evil.
Brian and Adrian are Runaways' parents.
Therefore, these two leaving should not
be construed as a negative, because by
the transitive property, they are more
than likely evil as well. So good riddancel
Bring on Joss and Michael, and let's see
If they can bring more love and passion
to my favorite group of friends than their
evil birth parents ever did. All 1 know

Until my pride & joy stop living fast,
Oliver Sava

Thia is the first time that being called
"evil" has made my day, Oliver, so

thanks.

Dear Street Team:

T loved the latest arc of RUNAWAYS.
The art was something new but it fit really.
well. All the characters got their own bit
of screen time and was well written. But
my favorite part of all was Molly getting
the caffeine burst. ould make it one
of my top 3 Molly mnmeuts and she is

Daniel Ketchum
Assistant Editor

THE HOT SEAT

BRIAN: Thﬂnghlnam
ey and
ch the opj

na go with a

CRAIG: Well my (iads

n:
srouryi Iy LeapfiGg with » talapathic
ur, 1 sure hop

NICK: I don't think

dad does sing a song about pumpl
pie and punching people in the e
Thanksgiving.

my favorite character in all of comics.
Ranks right up there with retajliating
when Xavin wrecked her cereal and when
she tried to revnslate her nickname as
Princess Powerful. rward to this
next arc even though it wllr be the last for
the series creators. Welcome to the new
writer and artist and all the best to you
BKV, and Adrian. 1 am sure your next
work will be going on the pull list of my
1

SpiderPete

Much appreciated, SP. The great Mike
Norton really made that “caffeine
injection” moment shine, huh?

Dear RUNAWAYS Writing Crew,
As a devllishly handsome autobot, does
Victor Mancha have a soul? And if so,
Is it a tasty Innocent Gibborim preferred
soul of yummy sacrificial potential?
larissa L.
om

Excellent question, Marissa.
tuned...

Stay

Dear Marvel:
end to RUNAWAYS 420 was
dﬂlllr\g in its Implications. If Chase
thinking that Nico being erased Tom
existence means that Gert will never be
angry with him because Nico kissed him,
I'd like him to keep two things In mind:

L. What happened to Sunnydale
when Cordelia wished (in front of
Anyanka), that Buffy had e
come there, on BUFFY THE VAMPIRE

Nick Lowe
Editor

L FnAM

2. Being friends with Nico has had
an impact on his life and those of
his friends, including . What
will they all be like if they've never
known Nico Minoru?

to  WW.

Nice reference [william

Wyrman] Jacobs' "The Monkey's Paw", by
the way, It showed that Chase has been
giving the matter some thought, but not
enough,

Ann Nichols
Sierra Vista,

, Ann! I'll be sure to pass
almlln your concerns to young Mister
Stein.

Street Team,

1 just wanted to write to thank vau for
putting out such a great book. RUNAWAYS.
is my favourite book out there at the
moment. It was one of the first series [
picked up when I started reading comics
and 1 enjoy it as much now as I did then.
As well as having one of the best opening
splash pages I've ever seen (who doesn't
love hilariously dressed werewolves?),
issue 22's ending left me stunned. It will
be a shame to see BKV and Adrian \eave,
but you can't go wrong with Wh

Paul D‘REDEH
Cork

Yeah, Adrian is pretty much the
master of design and... wait, did
you say JOSS wnsden he guy who
wﬂ:ta ROSEANNE? CrIp, I told Marvel
I inted Wil Wheato: beloved
STAR TREK child star and celebrity
blogger! Somebody’'s gonna get
fired for this...

Keep running (lame Wil Wheaton
jokes into the ground),
BKV

NEXT ISSUE:

Joe Quesada
Chief

Runaways Street Team c/o Marvel Comics
417 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10016

If you don't want your name and address printed, please let us know.

Letters may be edited for content and length
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THE RUNRAWRARAYS
p . n ﬁgr

NICO MINORU CHASE STEIN MOLLY HAYES VICTOR MANCHA KAROLINA DEAN XAVIN

Daughter of Son of Daughter of Son of a Davghter of Child of Genetically
Dark Wizards Mad Scientists Evil Mutants Killer Robot Alien Invaders Shape-shifting Engineered
‘Skrull Warlords Dinosaur

S

PREVOUS AN RUNATHASE

At some point in their lives, all kids think they have the most evil parents in the
world, but Nico Minoru and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as The
Pride, the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals, before running
away from home and eventually defeating their parents. But that was just the
beginning. Together, the teenage runaways now hope to atone for their parents’
crimes by taking on the new threats trying to fill The Pride’s void.

After a ferocious battle with a temporally displaced Geoffrey Wilder, Gert Yorkes
died in the arms of her boyfriend. With her final breath, she “willed” control of her
telepathic dinosaur to Chase Stein, before the devastated young man stole a decoder
ring and Wilder's copy of the Abstract. Chase soon visits the Gibborim, mythical
giants who gave the Runaways' parents their power, and learns that Gert can be
resurrected if Chase sacrifices an innocent soul. Returning to the Hostel one last
time, Chase steals Nico’s powerful Staff of One, incapacitates the eyborg Victor, and
decides who he's going to sacrifice... himself.

LIVE FAST
The End

s han Adrj Craig Yeun
Brian K. Vaug Penay Aphona glnker 2
Writer iler

Christina Strain C.B. Cebulski &
Colorist Kate Levin MacKenzie Cadenheaq

and, Ge' n‘ﬁ}"a “
Lettor, e Production Special Thanks
erer

Joe Daniel Ketchum
ChigrNosag, o Chelrtist  Assistant Editor

Nick ., Cover D.
- T an By
Editor "¢ RUNAWAYS created by Vaughan & Aly Pubnshe}cmey

@ 2011 Marvel Characters, Inc. All rights reserved. All characters featured in this issue and the distinctive names and likenesses thereof, and all related indicia are.
y between any of the names, characters, parsons, andior institutions in this magazine with those of any iving or
dead person or institution is Intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental.










I'm afraid
this is where
our journey draws
toaclose.

You're sure, honey?
The trail Old Lace
was leaving ends

her

Do you
people do battle
with anything other

han giants?

The Gibborim are a lot more
dangerous than the Galactus-
wannabe you helped us
topple, Xavin.

These things
incinerated our
friend...ex-friend.
And Alex was a strategic
genius. If he got killed
by these freaks, any

Found
something!

That's impossible.
Why would Chase come
to a donut shop?
He was meeting with
mythical creatures
bigger than houses,
not stoners.

I was looking for a place

to set down Captain

Peadweight here, and

Isaw this.

It's like
some kind of










Yeah, you c:
watch over Victor
out here until he
stops acting all
404 and regains
consciousness.

The three
of us big kids

will go in there

and try to drag
Chase back.

Are you insane-o?
Karolina's glow power
is fresh out of Sunny P,
and Chase stole your
Stick of Creepiness.
You need muscles,
Nico!

Make Xavin
stay with Vic!
She's way weaker
than me!

Care to
put that to
the test,
hatchling?

...just know
that we loved
you very
Save it,
“ladies.”

Molly, look,
it's really important
that you keep Victor
safe, as a last line of
defense or whatever.
But if he doesn't come

to and we're not back
soon, just...










WITHOUT AN
INNOCENT SOUL
TO NOURISH US,

THE GIBBORIM CAN

ONLY CLING 5 3
TO LIMBO FOR - S, " -
MERE MINUTES 7 Keep your
MORE. v toga on, Hightower.
f IF you're still willing
_ +to bring my girlfriend

back to life...

...I've got
your damn human
sacrifice.

We

don't want

Gert back,
Chase.










Not ifit
means losing

Nico, no!
You gotta get
out of here!

v
I
away from
want to
me, Ol have to AUrt o
somebody.

L —
« ’.\-\’\ "

Xavin, keep
the Nostril Squad
occupied.

Karolina and
I will work on
bringing the
prodigal son










...we all
have the power
to do whatever

the hell we

Yeah, pretty
soon, Tl jusT
a bad dream.

Iknow what
you're going through,
oOld Lace. Your heart is
telling you one thing, but
your "master” is telling

Well, you're
nobody's slave. Poesn't
matter if it's our parents’

wishes or telepathic orders...

you something else, right?

beat Team
Estrogen,
Chase.










Gert, Ineed -
your help...

Yeah? Um, I'm
listening.

Ilove sleep,
too, but you gotta
stay up late tonight!
The quus need
you!

010101110101010001000110

Huh? I don't
speak Mexican,
Vic!

———

Okay, Victor, Chase made you go
bonkers by asking some really
tough question, right?

The voice
in my head says
the answer is, "ves, God
can make a sandwich so big
even He can't finish it...and
then He would fi
it anyway.”

01000031101101000CHCHCha
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WRETCHL EARTH
1S A SACRED

I'm afraid
your words are
lost on me. Where
Icome from,
we find religion
obscenely
bori SR

You know
we can't do
that.

5
4By
1y

Well, you
will, Karolina,
whether you

want to or
not.

I'm begging
you, just go back to
the Hostel, before you

se your girifriend, too.

THEN YOu
SHALL KNOW
HOW IT FEELS TO
TRULY BLRN.



















Stop it!
You hurt anyone
else and our

deal is off!

WE NEED
QLR OFFERING
S\ NOW, CHASE
It's me, STEIN.
all right! I'm
giving you
my soul!

PERHAPS, BUT YOU WOLLD ~ OUR SACRIFICE MUST BE
NO LONGER BE IF yOU AN UNWILLING PARTICIPANT
DELIBERATELY CHOSE TO  IN ORDER FOR THEIR BLOOD
FORFEIT YOUR OWN TQ NOURISH THE
LIFE. GIBBORIM...

But... bu
I'minnocent.
I knowIam.



















OLR TIME IN
THIS REALM GROWS
SHORT. LEAVE US TO
COMPLETE THE RITE OF
N VORTEX IN PEACE, LEST
W\ WE CONSUME
\ YOU ALL.










We're gonna

have to go up
there and get
her, Molly.

erine
is stupid and
smelly and--
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SR ks 3 You okay,

= boss?

L










Karolina's She's looking 1...I apologize for
ine, Xavs. after Chase and | my appearance,
Old Lace. Molly. Twill take on
a less frightening
form as 1 regain
my strength.

Pude, are you kidding?
You're kinda annoying, gou're
totally
my sister
now.










When we hid in
Alex's basement and watched
R-rated movies on cable, and
Gert told us what all the dirty
jokes meant, even though she

was wrond half the time?

Why can't it
still be like that?
How come we didn't
get to have crazy-long
childhoods like every
other spoiled brat in
this country?

Gert used to
'say that kids spend
their lives wanting to
be adults, and adults
spend their lives
wanting to be
kids.

She just
spent her
life living.










So he stays on
the team?

Even though
he's a grownup
now?

He's growing
up, Victor. There's
adifference.

e And if he :
g tries something
like this again?

We rip his
damn heart
out.

Imost got
ed. How do
d

why
we keep him
y_ close.










Isn't this one of '}

our security
& daemons?

Xavin, when we

burned out of the tar pits,
did you remember to make us

invisible, or just the bubble

we were zooming around in?

gonna
go to bed for
a month.




























Po you guys
know who
Pat Benatar
is?

Lame singer,
but my mom
always liked

Pon't bother = \
looking for an escape.
1 thought I could earn
my way out by helping =
Molly, but I guess - =

this is just where ‘

V S [
I'm a lot like you. You
quys didn't want to destroy
the world because youre
monsters, you just wanted to

prove to your old man that he
should be proud of you, right?

YOU KNOW ALL ¢
THIS? WERE YOU F
PART OF OUR
PRIDE?
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WHERE DO YOU SEE THE
RUNAWAYS IN 10 YEARS?

BRIAN: In ten years, a perpetually
12-year-old Molly will be leading an
entirely new group of Runaways, in
adventures written and drawn by two
young creators who loved the book
way back in 2007.

ADRIAN: 1 like Craig’s approach to
this question and answered in the form
of a mock solicit blurb:

“Four months after Glarious Leader
Schwarzen,.heimer deciares war on
any country with more than a bucket
of oil, the Runaways -- whose number
now consists of veteran Molly,
mischievous trio of half-Mexican/half-
Japanese robots, an unpredictable
Indian fellow named Raj from down the
street, Wolverine, a beached whale,
that big-headed old lady from issue
13, and maybe a Security Daemon in
search of the meaning of life -- now
find themselves in the midst of a civil
war..But where does Captain North-
American-Union stand? The Runaways
will soon find out!

The giant-sized issue will be the first
comic written and drawn by ROBOTS!!

Christina will still be on colors.”

CRAIG: Ten years from now the race
of beings known as Homo superior
has taken over the world and rules it
with an iron fist. Those that oppose
them are unceremoniously executed
whether they are mutants, allens,
humans or dinosaurs. A runaway team
of rebels named “Y Generation,” led
by Molly Hayes, stands defiant against

Note from Editor:

, here it is. The end of an era. With
this issue, co-creators Brian K. Vaughan
and Adrian Alphena (as well as inker Craig
Yueng) say goodbye to the Runaways.

One thing you should know about this
creative team. In the four-and-a-half
vears I've been working in comics, I've
never seen a more closely-knit group.
Working on this book is uniike any book
I've worked on. In fact, it never felt
like work. It felt like friends having fun
That's because it basically is just friends
having fun. And these friends have cre-
ated the best new characters to hit the
Marvel U in 10 years. (Take that, Young
Avengers!)

I've know Brian since 1 was 10-years old
I think I've read every comic he's writ-
ten since the Ka-Zar annual he worked on
way back when. Brian is the most pro-
fessional and consistent writer in comics.
For real. His grasp on character is incred-
ible, his gift for the cliffhanger Is second
to none and he's always got a surprise up
his sleeve (did anyone see that last page
coming?). He’s the easiest person to edit
because it takes so little editing. You will
be missed, Brian,

THE HOT SEAT

this new regime to bring freedom back
to the world. Join us for this action-
packed, double-sized 150th issue of
RUNAWAYS as Molly and her runaways
face off against an old nemesis from
the original team! Rollback Y2K price
of only $2.99.

CHRISTINA: At the rate we're going,
they'll all be dead, except for Molly.
RUNAWAYS will become a new book all
about Molly and her sidekick Wolverine,
called "PRINCESS POWERFUL."

And I'll be coloring it. :D

RANDY: Ten years from now the
Runaways will be a group of ragtag
letterers on the run from 20-balloon
pages and sound effects like BA-
THROOM!! Will they escape? And if so,
where will they go? And if they keep
running who will decide if “Boom!” is
spelled with two “oo"s or three..or
more_and if it is more, how many
are too many? Why is “Klack!” spelled
with a “? Until these
questions are answered, the Runaways
will keep on running.

DANIEL: NEW RUNAWAYS #187.
Telepathic dinosaur in space?! When
our favorite band of wayward teens
runs away from Earth—to escape
uninhabitable conditions due to
global warming—and into trouble with
Galactus, it's up to Old Lace to save the
day! But who will aid her in defeating

e Devourer of Worlds? Enter
Lockheed! Lockjaw! Dark Phoenix! And
Falcon’s falcon!

NICK: ALL-NEW, ALL-DIFFERENT,
RUNAWAYS! Alex Wilder is back and
he’s taking the team he helped form

Adrian Alphoria has become one of the
best young artists in the business in the
last five years. If you look back on RUN-
AWAYS, you can see his work develop
like crazy. His vision, his desian and his
story-telling are unique and top of the
line. And if the last five years are any
indication of where his art will continue to
go, we'll all be lucky to see it.

Craig Yeung is the glue that keeps this
book together. He made impossible
deadlines and the pages STILL looked
beautiful. All competitors for “Nicest Guy
in Comics* better watch out for Craig

Christina Strain rocks hard, plain and
simple. Her amazing coloring, boundless
energy and general charm makes it hard
to let her go. So we won't. She's sticking
around! So, no goodbye for her.

You have been a witness to one of the
coolest books in comic histary. In Apri,
you get to see the Runaways go in a dif-
ferent direction courtesy of RUNAWAYS'
#1 fan, Joss Whedon (heard of him?) and
rising star Michael Ryan (NEW EXCALI-
BUR, NEW X-MEN). [I've read the first
scripts and seen a bunch of Michael Ryan
goodness, so let me be the first to tell you
that you won't be disappointed.

- Nick

AM

in a different direction! With the
rest of the team forming the Really-
New Avengers West Coast, Alex has
recruited only the best of the best for
THE RUNAWAYS! Pick up issue #250
with the best Runaways lineup yet:
The recently resurrected Arsenic!
Kitty Rasputinl The Inhuman Torch!
And Captain Americal Bad guys run!
THE RUNAWAYS run faster,

Craig Yeung's
cover for
RUNAWAYS
#150

Here's a sneak Peek
of Runaways #25!



















FOR A LISTING OF MORE MARVEL COLLEGTIDNS DOWNLOAD

SRR
R|EA'BING

Go to your local comic shop to pick up these great collections!

And stay tuned to the Marvel App for more amazmg collection releases.
To find a comic shop near you visit waw. pl or.com










