





“THE BEST ORIGINAL CONCEPT FROM
MARVEL IN TH'HTY VEARS.” — Wizard magazine

il on the run from their super-ilain parens, hs motiey crew of super-powered kids finds a indred
spirtin a daring young stranger and welcomes him ko their fold. But wil this dashing young man

el the teenagers defeat their vilainous parents..or tear them apart? One troubled member findsout |

a8 she leaves the group's hideout vith their new recrut, who reveals his starling secre, putting the
entire feam in jeopardy!

Plus: Who do you send fo catch a group of missing runaway teenage super heroes? Marvels oiginal
teen runaway crimefighters, Cloak and Dagger, making theirfirst major appearance in years!

Collecting Runaways (2005) #7-12 — wiritlen by Brian K. Vaughan (Y: The Last Man), and
illustrated by Adrian Alphona and Takeshi Niyazawa,
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NICO MINORU GERTRUDE YORKES (HA.SE BTEI'N KAROLINA DEAN MOLLY HAYES OLD LACE

Daughter of Daughter of Time- Daughter of Daughter of Genetically
Dark Wizards traveling Despots Man Beiontints Alien Invaders Evil Mutants Engineered
Dinosaur

FREVIOL ISANRUNAPSYS?

At some point in their lives, all kids think that they have the most evil par-
ents in the world, but Karolina Dean and her friends really did.

Discovering that they were the children of a group of super-villains known as
The Pride, the teenagers stole weapons and resources from these criminals,
before running away from home and eventually defeating their parents. But
that was just the beginning.

The young group’s newest recruit is Victor Mancha, the half-robot/half-human
son of an evil killing machine called Ultron. Together, Victor and his fellow
runaways now hope to atone for their parents’ crimes by taking on the new
threats trying to fill The Pride’s void.
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Yes,
flee in terror,
Los Angelinos... lest
you feel the sting
of the mighty
Swarm!










Ladies
and gentlemen,
meet Fritz Von
Meyer. Supposedly,
his entire "body" is
made up of a colony
of cosmically
irradiated
insects.
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about this jerk %
in your parents’
database. Before
he became the Swarm,
he was one of
Hitler's top
scientists.
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Little
far from
the Honeycomb
Hideout, aren't
we?

Ah, you
must be The
Pride’s brood. My
west coast drones
informed me of your
despicable parents’
emise.
With no
one left to
rule this hive,
it's my turn to
be queen.

Yy offense,
but if you're
8\ looking to be
a queen...










70

S e
..and for
| that, you will
[ suffer before
youdie. 4
=

s No,
you killed
196 of my !
children... 48










Few
miles outside
of L.A., from the
looks of it.

But I said fumigation,
not teleportation.

I tried
to warn uou,
you can't cast
the same

1ever use
a debugging
incantation?,
fought that new
Tarantula guy in
van Nuys three
weeks ago,
remember?

stupid

It's just,
there have been
s0 many bad
guys since our
‘rents died,

Beat
yourself
up later,
girifriend

If we're out here,
that means Victor's
all alone with Satan's
eekeeper.

I

I know S
always say this, =










“..but Idon't
know what
we'd do
without you."

Tellme,

for when 1 record &

yourextermination

in my Journals...which

Of the mongrel races
did you belong

Abandoned
by your
playmates,
eh?

>

dad was a

My me
was Mexican,
you racist
dipstick.










In other words, this
No matter, i is gonna hurt like a
not even a

not one mind,
but tens of
thousands.

5 can
communicate through
vibrations transmitted
to their antennae,
right? Transmissions
that send electrical
impulses to the nerves?










Huh,
the new kid
actually pulled

All those
guys ever do
is clean up after
our fights.

They're not
super heroes,

throw him a
parade later, _now, those X
babuy. Excelsior jokers
are probably
on their way
here.

Whatever,
we should get 5
to the Hostel But Nico
before they try promised
to send us back [ | that we could
\ tofoster care £ 5 ) i\ go sho;épmg
i Ger

We need supplies in a bad

al way, and Zapper here has we'll

rned us a little free .. e old Lace

inside the cloaked
Leapfrog, then split
up into three groups

of two so we can

Meet back
here in an hour, and
remember rule number
one for operating
in the civilian
world: 5l
You're
invisible to
most adults until
you start shoplifting,
50 go easy on the
five-finger discounts.










Sorry,
Chocolate ‘ ‘ " Nico only gave

Frosted ‘o us nineteen dollars,
Sugar o 2|5 2| T T = and cereal's really
Bombs! e [ n expensive.
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Please? My mom and dad never \[[[{A] PG
let me get this stuff. The only I
thing worse than having evil e
mutants for parents is havin
evil mutant doctors.
= Imean,
did your mom
(| ever force uou
A toeat bran
N\ flakes?

s
—
A

L
e |
\

1 remember
being a little kid, but
those are all just fake
memories Lltron
programmed to make
me think I was a
teenager.

Really,
Iwas only
assembled
afew years

ago.

I
—










ting
you're younger J
than me.

57 1promise
not to treat
yoll like a baby

though, okay?

Molly, tell me the truth. Are the
other duys, you know... are they
cared of me? Because of what
T'm supposed to become when
\h Igrow up?
= |s that
: why they always
send me out with you?
Since you're the only one
strong enough to fight
me if T ever go haywire

Vic,
after my
mom and dad...
disappeared or
whatever, 1 lived with
these other mutants
at an X-Corporation
for a while,
right?

They were sorta stuck-up,
but they did teach me that
people are alWays afraid
of kids who are different,
even when we haven't
done anything bad

All you
candoisbe a
good person. And
for what it's worth,
1 don't think you're /
scary at all. 4%

You're
just trying to
trick me into
buying cereal
For you, aren't

you?



















seen the way
you look at

of our allotted hout
making time in one

| of those changing /Y
By
LA
|
r

But
the Gert who
showed up from

the future
said--

The

3 smartest man

in the world is the
one who knows that
I'mthe best girl alive.
I've only got four-
eyes for you,
okay?










Whichever
comes first,
huh?

There's
usually way too
much smog and light
pollution to see
constellations out
here, but you can
totally make out all
Cassiopeia

tonight!

Well, we
officially have
enough feminine
products to last
until the apocalypse

, Or menopause.










you shouldn't
be moving in
that direction
at all!

I'mso
sorry. Am...
am I moving

too fast?

But that
n't mean
with boys suddenly
forever.

want to be
alone right now,
okay? Idon't
understand this
need for people
to automatically
have to pair up
with someone,
that's all.










Maybe
this is just
something that
girls go through
back on... wherever
you're from,
you know?

It's .
true! I thought
T'd finally figured out
who I was, but now I

You are
not! Idon't
belong with you
people, Nico...
Idon't belong
anywhere!

from the same
planet as me, and
she was never
like this.

Face it,
I'm not just
analien, Ima
freak.

If I could make a
wish, I'd ask never
to be born,
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think so.

Excelsior's
B chips?
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W How...
how do you

\ S — s e + I followed
‘,ﬂ-c%x\\\\\‘\\\#\‘%\ R your energy
N o

N signature all the
f\ way from the
) : Ml Andromeda galaxy.
- NN v, o 1 know you
' W = . better than
anyone.

What do
' you want with
her, Captain

to take her
away from this
godforsaken ball
of water.

You're not
‘taking me
anywhere.

Glorious...
but careful










Ah, T
understand my
mistake now. I tried
to pick a facade that
would be pleasing to
you, but your parents
must have told you
to expect me in my
true form.

my parents
are dead.

arrangement
\ between our
\_homeworids?

Karolina,
| my name is
" avin.

Forgive
me, I never
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What...
what are

©oh, you
mean this? Yeah,

I'ma Superskrul...

or Iwill be, once
my training is
complete.

Right now, T
can really only control
one cosmic element at
a time, but I'm getting
better every day,
you know?

What do
you mean, 1N
what am I7 N

2 I'ma
Skrull, Karolina.
From the planet

\ Tarnax VII? L...










what the 96" #* { Anyway, I promise I'll
are you talking 3 = — = take you to areally
good language
tutor after our
honeymoon.

[ Get away
from me, you
freak!

1 know "Super
Skrull” sounds sort of
pompous in your language,
but I swear that the Skrulios
PP\ transiation is way less stuck-up.

Ewe'fareek
is my uncle,
Karolina.

Itold . >
you, I'm going N I'm talking
to be your RN to you, Mr.
husband! Less-Than-

o Fantastic.










AW voice. Youre ¥ vou
an android, machines
% aren't you?  exist to cook
1\\

" And the only thing T'm
gonna clean is your
clock.










Technotroids during
A myGreat Trials,
you relic. p

,‘ alwaus buu
uou new’ [y

\ nes.
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people are my
iends!

You
mean, your



















8 Who is
g this goon,
%w Karolina? One

henchmen?

A

He's... he

=
‘l.'

Like me. He
said that we're
engaged.

{

-

———r

' Sounds - = .
like my parents
l set up some kind -
of arranged ==
marriage \
for us.

v n
&8 extraterrestrial. |

when theu're
dead, they still
find a way to make
you suffer.










W uour hands

¥ you want
to see them,

arder.










’ So Karolina
has to marry
the Homeboy M %
from Outer
> She
epaces doesn't have
to do anything,
Captain Enlightenment
This is the twenty-
\ first century, A8
D

In roughiy
1 ; s five thousand
pursuing ship <] . » | Y S . . languages,
has us on ! ‘ talk? $ master.

ﬂ)ﬁ\\\f
8

bl

missile lock.

hase! "
Pid you miss
the part about
the missile? 4










{ standby, enemy
aft is opening a
frequency.

Your cloaking is
worthless against

and you out of
the sky.










That
was a warning
shot. Next one won't
be. Please, I just want

Way to talk to you,
togo, Karolina
Jinx.
\
% A\

No,
face to =
- face. . =

Meet me =
on the roof \

of the cylindrical

structure near

Hollywood and / |

vine.

Screw that. Let's turn
on the afterburners and
outrun this herb.

Nico, wait.
Maybe... maybe
we should hear

him out.

\ No way! J
We don't "
negotiate!

. Leave me if N
S y you must, my
3 leve, but do...

wand

everyone on
this planet
will die.










/" Karolina,
can't... can't
we have a
moment
alone?

Whatever
you have to

can say itin
front
them. -

LT
i
Hm\l\l\ll\l\ i

And feel free to turn all green
and scaly, but I'm warning you
right now, that routine doesn't
exactly scare us.










My parents? ) In exchange for sparing their
How?

— 2 adopted home, your mother
First of 2 S iy and father revealed the
all, I apologize 2 W coordinates of a much
for my... outburst. 3 S more valuable
Your customs are J 1l - target...
still unfamiliar P
o me. ..Majesdane,
. 2 our parents
% 4 birth planet, which
M had exiled them for
criminal activities
)\, decades ago. _,

" 1 hail from
a distant outpost world
of the Skrull Empire. Fifteen
years ago, my father, Prince
Pe'zean, led an invasion
against Earth. He was stopped
by your parents, Karolina.

Father had been looking to
plunder that mythical world
for years, and your parents
divulged that it was hidden
beneath the corona of a
white dwarf. S
—

~  As assurance
that the coordinates
Leslie and Frank Pean gave
were real, your parents
offered my parents their
only child's hand in marriage.

And now you're
here to collect
on your folks' sick They were
agreement both killed in the
bloody war that's been
raging between Tarnax
VIl and Majesdane for
the last fifteen
years.










Karolina, By sending my 3
I'm beginning to father's army to the
suspect that your world that had betrayed

family never thought them, your parents must have
Iwould live long  imagined that both planets
enough to return would end up annihilating
For you. each other-.. which
they very nearly
have.

I could
surrender the
Imperial Skrull Army,
but there's no guarantee
that the Majesdane
Light Brigade wouldn't
annihilate my troops once
we laid down our arms.

No offense, but you
Bl guys attacked them

why
g should we
care if Karolina's
peeps wipe out
your evil
empire?

But if your
old man was some
royal leader, doesn‘t
that mean you're in
charge now? Can't
you stop the
fighting®

Because,
once the Skrulls
are defeated, the
Majesdanians will likely
destroy Earth, as
retaliation for your planet's
role in starting the war.

Indeed. This is a mindless
Y conflict being fought between
the adults of each world, but 2
Limplore X
who have known nothing but you, Magnificent
bloodshed their entire lives, 5 One... will you
B and they are eager for an A (i marry me?
S end to the war.

By returning
with you as my
Majesdanian bride,
it is my hope that we
can together unite
our peoples and bring
peace to the
quadrant.










Poes that 7
' mean Karolina's
gonna be a
b princess? S

No, it
means she's B
going tobe a .
hostage. 48

This is
stupid, K. He's

just trying to use
you as a human shield,
‘cause he knows your
people won't risk
hurting one of
their own.

because it'd
be a lie.

S That's 'Y = 2
B not true! / right, Xavin. I
. ‘can’t marry you... 7
B A but not because
3 Idon't believe 1cantdoit W
$

W wait. you §
B mean...?”

’ Hold on.
She's a...?










o no
. different than
Is that all that's ¥ Karolina, Skrulls : . > Z shanding hair
Stopping you? . are shapeshifters. 2 . = ‘ g
For us, changing .
gender-..

You don't have to say Let me Show you that i
yes just yet, but at  the things I'm saying
least take a trip are true. Let me
with me. take you to your

5 s home.










Karolina, Y

no!

Nico, I have
todo this. No, i "dgd %
. my mom and dad's
reople ~ B cault. And T thought the
e.dying. whole point of our group was
trying to make up for our
parents' mistakes,
right?
please...
don't make
this harder than
it already

S










Years aqo, Skrull field agents
came here and erected this
transmission tower to receive

coded messages from 4

You be my Father.

strong for .
Bl these quys, . o Karolina
okag? AN Y canuseitto W
Will... send interstellar
will you send us BN issives to you..
postcards?, o as the solar
% flares permit,
OF course.

let Chase
take her for
granted.

You know, when I firet met R S <o long, Victor.
you, I thought you were ) ol R N 1'm sorry Ididn't
Just a spoiled hippie . J get to know you
ick. & about .

this?

You're better.

of two times really

inmy life I've
{\ been wrong about
*\_something.

well, thanks for
making me feel like
I'mnot the weirdest
‘thing going on in this
universe.

/ hey,
tell your significant
other tobe goodto B
B\ his/her ‘bots, cool?










Iam &
not saying
goodbye

A to uou!
You're

only leaving

because T
didn' {

can
finally stop

I'mnot

pretending to |
be something

you.
J

= your
bracelet?

But that's how =
you control your No, it's
powers! how I hide my
powers. But where
I'mgoing, T'll never
have to do that



















e . I... Thave to cut myself,

Chase, . - Gion - to make the Staff of One .
give me your | oD S s A appear. If Icast a retrieval SIS
switchblade! 4 3 . B spell, I can still bring

- L 8 Nico, her back!
she made her
B decision. If we don't
respect her choices,
E we're no better
than our--

much. Stoj
ep... running.
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1 thought she
was just another
runaway, but
turns out she's a
super hero.

N
Least she
was, anyway. Now
she's just a super-

vegetable.

But when -
that hooded freak
dropped her off out
front last night, she
was supposedly still
wearing some kind

\ of costume. “\ I

Ladg Blade or
something.

the other
orderlies
told me

© 2010 Marvel Characters, Inc. All rights reserved. All characters featured n this issus and the distinctive names and likenessas thereof, and all related indicia are
trademarks of Marvel Characters, Inc. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or

dead person or institution Is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental










Her
name is
Dadger.










Leave
now, or the
next patient
admitted will

<=
You're e
the lowlife Y?
who did this
to her, aren't 4
Get
out of here.
TIl... T'll call
securitg.

It's too

late for that,
Tyrone.

you must
forgive me,
my love.



















How
could you,
), Cloak?

\

‘Spider-Woman?
With Captain
America?

As long
as crap needs J\{!
avenging.










4 got youon
tape beating
e life out of










=



















Ican't believe
your parents didn't
keep a sindle gaming
console down here. Pid
they really just hide
out in the Hostel and

g Icant 3
Y believe we've
got two broken
time machines in
this joint, and not
one bottle

FI
Ii bea
hundred, I will never
understand what you
see in him.

—
weren't planning
=\ toblow up the e ]
world, yeah,

44‘
- You can <
start without

us is going to
live that long,
victor. _d

the one thing

Chase knows

better than
anyone...
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Idon't know what's
wrong with me, you

didn't hurt
this bad when Alex
betrayed us. Ididn't
even hurt like this
when our parents
died.

Alex and
our folks were

one of the good
one:

I must sound
like a mental
patient.

. {

7 Actually,

can1tell
you a secret?
Afew years

4 time I conjure
i the Staf¥ of One, it

feels like a piece of
me just got ripped
away, right?

like. Like there's just this...
his big black hole there now. /]

The girls.
1left them
downstairs

with €l Piablo

===
—_—
e
l_
—
———
_—
I
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R t——
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Give it
back.

No way,
Vic!

I landed
on Free Parking
fair and square!
The money in the
pot is mine!

That's
not in the
official IR
\ rules! 0l
Y&
. AR
/f/
| =
i 5
) F ».
Afraid
he's right,
Molly.

Who cares about
the “"official” rules!
This is house
rules!
We're
not in your
house!

Says
who?You're just
a guest star!
And not even a
special one!



















~4

cereetings,
children.




























Impressive.

I had hoped
to observe youin
action, my friends,
and Your skills
have matured
exponentially.

Save the
B “friends” bull,

Blame

your elders. Just

as Pagger and I were
about to return to
Manhattan to enlist help
for your crusade, your

parents erased our

memories of you.

Iwas
only able to recall our
meeting after being dealt
asevere blow to the head.

last time we
ran into you, you
and your chippie
promised to send
us backup.

We ended
up taking on
The Pride by
ourselves.

And unless
you want another,
you'll tell us exactiy

how you found our
W hideout.










but that must
have been Alex,
right £

When last we
met, I absorbed four
of you into the folds

of my dimensional

I will never forget the
darkness 1 sensed in one of
adarkness I followed like a

Hey, how come you Y
didn't bring your wife

/ Regardless,
a powerful

malevolence

remains with

probably just Vic.
He's gonna grow
up to be a world-
class psycho
someday.

Be still,
child. There is
achance I am
merely recognizing
the dark shadow
left behind by
your former
teammate.
Paggeris. And she
not my wife, little ” s currentlyina
one. She's my... coma, having been
viciously ag
by an impostor
of me.










Chameleon,
Copuycat, Mystique...
it could be any of the
villainous masters of disguise
T've battled over the years,
now hopind to frame me.

And yet
asingle blurry
surveillance tape has
convinced the heroes
of New York that I'm
responsible for this
heinous crime..
RLED]
cannot bedin to
understand the bond
that Tandy and I have, one
we've shared ever since the
pharmaceuticals forced upon
us awakened our abilities.

Wait,
\ | Poesn't
e/ that kinda

origin is
drugs?

\
B\ example for
/— little kids? 4










Wow, cal imagine
why anyone would
think you're the

unstable type.

You may
be wanted on this
coast, but no one is
looking for uou in
Manhattan.

Pay or night, you
children will be able
to blend into the city,
pound the pavement,
and hopefully find my
companion's true
attacker.

Fear not,
Iwill provide
transportation...

Please. Iknow I failed
you before, but I hoped
that I might appeal to my
fellow runaways' sense
of fairness and... and
R Justice. i
1aminnocent,
but have no way of
exonerating myself
while every cape and
cowl scours the city for
me. Ineed youto
investigate where
Icannot.

P’ Twish
we could help,
Cloak, but we're
fugitives,

So you
want us to know if the
go to New York? Leapfrogcan ||
As in New York handle a cross- A\
City? country tour,
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A LUOLVERINE
RPPERARANCE?

-
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P captain
e Flagpole asked
for my help, so
here Iam.

Youth don't Wil
always equal |d
innocence,

Aboy
can kill just
as good as a
man can.










50, ANY LUCK
TAACKING OOLWN
R OUA FUGITIVE?

\ - RAMOA |5 NETLUORKED
Ilost INTE A LITTLE OVER A
Cloak's scent B L

IS
about an hour SURVEILLANCE SATELLITES.

and you are
men of the world,
Stark. We ain't built
for this kinda

need a local TRIED HIIM, BUT
to find our needle Sl 1771 FRIALY LERTAIN
in the haystack. HE'S BUSY LLITH--
We need the
ki



















still
flying

well,

beats
America

West.

You'll be
all right, Victor. .
< A couple of us have
like those \been through Cloak's
things were | Portal before, and
trying to eat we survived...
my soul. right, Chase?

Smells
like he
went in his
pants.

Forgive my
hastiness.

Pimension is not the
most... comfortable
way to travel, but
time is of the
essence.










You could have at least I'm sure Father Lantom
given us a second will be able to supply you
tograb a coat or - with donations from our

something! = g \ last clothing drive.

Father

Lantom is a Catholic
priest who has been
providing Pagger and

me with sanctuary |
for the last several

months. Come, T
will introduce

Imean, we're
in the Big Apple, home










Tyrone,
after all the
trouble you've
found yourself in this
week, you decide to
drag five wayward
pont\ childreninto the
forget \,_dituation?
about their
wayward
pet.

Vp?p?p?p
AHH!










4
And we're ;us
good Samaritans
who want to help
you guys uncover
the truti 3

The truth is that Tyrone
is innocent. I've known
him and Tandy long enough
to know that he would
never hurt her.

§ But Ifail to
understand why he
doesn't just surrender
to the police and
let them clear
his name

Father, surely you
never would have aided
Cloak and Pagger's crusade
these past few months
if you had any faith in the
aut hor{t:%s Of this

land.

I know it is unorthodox,
but these runaways represent
our last best hope at Justice.

pon't be
afraid to put
us to work,
Father. ‘Actually,
“Children that’s from
are like arrows the Bible,
in the hands Psalm 127.
of a warrior,” =
right? = ormer
2 Your zen altar girl
parables carry little weight here.
in this house, young lady. "










Dagger
takes care of
these hoodlums in

This is the surveillance tape

that convinced everyone

in New York that Cloak was

responsible for Dagger's

attack.
Pespite

the fact that
1 was miles
away at the
\_time.










Oh'TZE"' Pon't worry,
2 I already
took care

cet away
from me!

cet...










proves nothing
beyond the
shadow of a

This glove,
for example, was
found at the crime
scene... and never in
my life have I worn
one like it.

3 leaving for California,
uouwg:;et?'wis, I teleported inside an
Cloak? NYPD storage locker to
retrieve clues that
might aid in our search
for the real
culprit.

evidence from an
investigation where
you're the prime
suspect?

not exactly
helping your
case, O.J.

Sy

i










Who was Pagger fighting
before you... before
someone assaulted

er?
new
gang of narcotics
peddlers who've
started working out
©of Washington
Square Park.

They
deal in designer
drugs like MGH, mutant
growth hormone, which
allows addicts to
temporarily experience
supernatural abilities.

Idon't know, but
it gives us a place
tostart.

Interrogating drug
dealers? rRegardless
of whatever gifts

Is there any chance
an impostor mighta
used drugs like that
to simulate your,
um, condition?

The
pharmaceuticals
that were originally
Forced upon my partner
and me had long-term
effects specific
to our biological
makeup,

-..but if that drug
were laced with MGH,
there is a chance someone
could replicate my powers.
But why would anyone
L willingly take on my curse?

\4

you might possess,
I'mnot going to let
you take this little

girlinto harm's

Speaking
of things
that don't

Padre's
got a point. Fwe're
going undercovel
Molly should stay behind.
At this hour, an eleven-
year-old will stick out like...
like an eleven-year-old.

Pon't worry aboutl think I can kill
her, two birds with
one spell.










B

Wait, how come
Victor gets to be
with Gert. Why
can't Igowith
er

Because 7
all you two would do

is make out. This is
A\ a mission, Chase, not
spring break.

\[

Turned
er into
bloodhou
el

a
nd...
rta.
It's not
permanent, but you
and Victor can use her to
track down the person behind
this glove, while Chase and
1 shake down pushers
for leads.

Ican't thank you
enough for your
assistance, my

friends.

Godspeed,
all of you.

I you
don't bring
back souvenirs,
someone's
gonna get a
beating.










Holy crap,
did you see
that?

Super heroes are an everyday
‘thing for New Yorkers, boss.
For these people, seeing that
broad is like an Angeleno
running into Steve
Guttenberg.










Sorry, N
but Idon't

see how you
can compare
some nobody
to a former

Are you
just jealous
because you lost
your super
toys?

Averger. ==

celebrities
worked to
get where

they're at.

All these super-types
ever did was get born a mutant
or fall in a vat of chemicals or

accidentally get zapped with--

didn't you play
lacrosse? who
would need
steroids
to play--

No way. It's
like B.1.G. said
"Mo' Powers, Mo’

ILdidn't need
‘roids back when I was
/ playing all-state, and
Idon't need X-ray specs
or flame gloves when
I'm cracking skulls today.

See the
7/~ way that guy keeps
checking his lookout
over there and his drop
man back by the arch?
That's our seller.










Smoke,
*( smoke, broken )
windows?__

Actually,
me and my dgirl came
in from Brooklyn tonight
‘cause we're trying to score
something a bit more...
powerful.

What you need, -
Los Angeles? | flying, huh?

You're
gonna need
o talk to the

8 Pusher Man
‘bout that.

looking to
taste alittle

/ And where
do we find him= J\ (1










I'm s0 sick of
traveling through
dudes’ stank
clothes.

touch that
dial, boys










‘K\

3 A
X J007
l— £ \ not you I'm
‘ worried about,
. i/ = | 2 tud.
It's your i
girlfriend.

= ueah iet the
—— etaWoFOne Ihate

|_— emerge." magic. =
- /










dead, Lady
Speedstick!

then, let's

show these

cats what
we do to
narcs.










B/ Lm, no relatives or anything.
The only person who stopped
| ) by was Father Lantom.
|

3 He's a priest
at St. Patrick’
& 4 usually comes by

to do last rites and
stuff. He spent an
extra long time in
here, now that you
mention it.

©Oh, Ididn't
know you were still
here, Captain. I... I
was just gonna give
Ms. Bowen her

uh, should
1salute
when I see

son, has Tandy

had any visitors?
Other than when
Cloak was here,










Man, this is
incredible.

IF
Jjaywalked like
this back home, the
cops would be all over
you, but they don't even
care out here. How
B cool is that?

7= burrito. _ L
% Fora
town that supposedly
has so many great
il restaurants, their Mexican
food is a crime against
humanity. f

No offense,
Vic, but I think you
Jjust love New York
because your evil
N\ ‘dad” taught you
to love it.

Yeah, well, no offense, but
maybe you just hate New
York because you're not

so special out IR
ere.










L\l

She
finally pick
up the glove's
scent?

I've been from Harlem to
Coney Island trying to find
the signal... and then it
leads me to a couple

Maube,
this is how
she gets when
she smells
trouble.

Isorta
Ffigured Ty might
pull something like
this, so Iplanted a
tracerin that glove
the cops found at 48
the scene.

Excuse me,
you two wouldn't
happen to know a
fella named Cloak,
would you? Tall, dark
and billowy?










..Iwas
Just telling
a hairy little
Canadian quu
the same

thing.










= Y e
5

=M -/ 1/, 1/.],/ ) A0

3%
31

VAUGHAN
I AIPHONA
@ ViUNG

012010 Manvel @hara'c,:tens";'.iﬁ“ql. rightsiresenve
b NI RESE s | AR










Hey,
Tandy!
You got
flowers!

No card,
so Iguess

a secret =
admirer.

Tl put ‘em — =
over by the window, [2[E]

[3[3]

‘Kay? I Know you can‘t
see nothing in a coma,
but maybe you

can smell-- _ —_










St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Downtown

Ah, thank
you, Molly.
Anywhere
should be

rgive me S
for not assisting
I

Heavy lifting It is not Just that.
makes you Ihave yet torest
sleepy too, since my partner was
huh? attacked several
= days ado. My powers
are stretched to
the limit.

Why don't you
try to catch some
z's downstairs,
Tyrone?










you, Father

Perhaps...
perhaps just
afew minutes

repose. 4

Ican
look after
the girl.

Anyway, come
along, Miss ~ There's
Hayes. something
Id like to
give you.

Po you
quys live in
this castle?,

of the church, and T
normally reside...
elsewhere.



















are you, Son
of Electro?

How about you,
purple Hair? You
from another planet
or something?

No, but my
dog's a genetically
engineered psychic

-\ dinosaur from the
S7thcentury.

I should have = ~
guessed. And Iwasn't
being sarcastic,
= Li'l Uitron. Trust me,

E all the nutty wamajama
I've seen in my life, I'm
whatever the opposite

©of a skeptic is. 4

- we supposed
B\ to fight you










No, but we
do want to help
our buddy Cloak, and
he told us every
Spandex Cowboy in
the city is out to
get him.

You mean
the Avengers? Look,
they're good people, but
just because we're on
the same team doesn't
mean we always see
eye to eye.

Sweet! So
you really are
in the Avengers

now?

Man, T would Kill
for an avocado ugh, you 4
and cream cheese /quys are Left
8 roll right now. Caahsters,
. ul

Well, they were offering a low annual

fee, so I decided to enroll in the
' trial membership.
Look, I'm freezing
my cephalothorax
off out here. I know
a good sushi place
around the corner.
You two wanna grab a
bite and finish this
conversation
indoors?

Wait, isn't
sushi, like,

raw fish?










A Pocket Dimension
Somewhere in Time and Space

Clear the
room, brothers
and sisters.

You want me to cave
in these snitches’
skulls, Pusher

Kill the boy
but keep the
Asian Sensation,
Bo. I'msure Ican
find a use for
er.

Igive

your girifriend a
taste of her own
voodoo.










Do you people have
o t

a sen
re?

you narcs are part of. The | |
1 Young Avengers? Or maybe those |
New Warrior cats from the Tve A










The hell are you \We're their = — —
talking about? Kkids. B > He's lying, P.M.
" = The Pride is dead.
b 4 ey wanted ) Isawit on 6o
us to have a (

little talk with /¢ Minutes.
= u

on't you
know the old
saying? The greatest
trick the devil ever
played was... convincing

See, our folks knew their rep was
starting to leak out beyond the
underworld, so they faked their
own deaths, and sent us out to
be their soldiers. Where dggou

Staff

~ Plus, because
we're all minors,
even if we get pinched,
the law can only hold us
until we turn eighteen. A










still alive!

That's off
{ the chain, yo!
I'ma hyuulge
fan of your
2 folks.

The Pride

4 'S Who
Iam?

Tell 'em Ibeen

And our parents appreciate that
but a few nights ago, some dopehe
got high on your mutant junk and
dressed up like a do-gooder
named Cloak.

following the rules!
7 Idon't deal anywhere
near Los Angeles!
Only place Ipeddie is
between dimensions,
outside the feds’
jurisdiction.

He teleported
inside one of my dad's
workshops and stole
these really valuable,
um, cyber... pants.
Angway, my old man
needs to know who
you sold those
drugs to.

My daddy could
buy and sell you
a thousand
times over.

don't you send
him here to

Idon't think negotiate?
s0, cuz. Istart Igot mad "
respect for your fam, but
? 2 i no uppity boy starts talking
dries ‘;E with a I'msure trash on my turf without.
quickness. ¢ your daddy getting the back of a Pimp Hand.
understands.










Chase, let's...
let's just cut our
losses and go
home.

T'm not
scared of a dude
with some cheap

Knockof¥ of my old
Fistigons.
When Tkill \J
aguy, Idoit
R with my bare &

Sogo X
ahead, big
dog.

But know this,
you take a shot at
me... it'll be the
last thing you
ever do.

No offense, junior,
but who have you
offed?

Heh, I like

the way you
roll, little man.
Reminds me of
me when I was

your age.

Bo, give my

homie the name of
that freak who bought a
dime bag of Parkforce
from us last week.

Some banger tried to
carjack my van when
Iwas sixteen,

Ibeat the
life out of him
and dumped
his body in a
landfill.










If T hadn't already turned R

something into a dog
today, I'd do it to you,

Bo, fetch us
abottle of
Cristal.

I think we
just made some
valuable new

-~ at's why
f we're not running L
‘ the world, huh,
Y girlie? ‘Cause when

q women see a
Bl uounger version of
us, it just makes

%
= We got what ' Let's head back

we came for, , before we get
i & grounded.



















Yeah, well, T
have a girlfriend,
okay? And love
P> triangles are gay.
Besides, I'm not
into you like
that.

g ' What you
V> No, I'mevil, = said in there... about
Nico. Or I would = killing that carjacker.
be, if Ididn't have \ That wasn'ttrue, Chase.
someone like Gert 1mean, you were just
keeping me from bluffing, right?
| going over the edge.

find some
action.










uh, I don't mean to change
the subject, sir, but about
paying for all this...

4
First of
all, Vic, next
time you call me
"sir,’ T'm webbing s
wasabi inside your
nostrils.

And secondly,
dinner's on me. I saved this
place from Hydro-Man a few
months ago, and the owners
have been begging me to accept

a complimentary meal ever since.

It's an honor thing, I guess.

So your

parents were

really villains,
h

who raised me were
saints, Gert. Not to
get all After School
Special, but I wouldn't
be half the man I am
today if it weren't
for them. Ehn, you
> surprised. Nature
B and nurture are just
'| excuses. Even kids have
free will. And what's

Speaking of which,
don‘t think this grub
will get us to tell
you where Cloak
is hiding.

It takes
more than free
food to get us










oy < Listen, I got into this game
I'm not asking you when I was your age, 5o T'd
Qs zobetay ngone. feel like a hypocrite tellin
Besides, I've been P g velling
falsely accused of v s
enough awful stuff z
inmy life to give a - | But really,
quy like Cloak the if you want to help,
benefit of the £ the best thing you can
doubt. do is lay low while T try
Honestly, T i to clear Cloak's
Just wanted to napie: z
find Tyrone before
a trigger-happy
S.W.A.T. team or
some angry mob

{
: p y but I have
powers!
won'tB :ta\?g Iéo b O:;(r\a/ig btshajour

that if we can nab
Cloak's impostor, ]
right® Maybe we can
help each other!

photographer friend
said your motto is,
“With great power, there
must also come great
responsibility!™

You are
totally gonna
be an Avenger

when you

grow up.

‘ Really? That's
inane. Most people

in life don't have great
power, and the few that
do are almost never
responsible witl

kids with no power
because we're the ones
who have to keep |
everybody else
in check. " A Drop the
A chopsticks,
pal.










You guys okay? We saw
Old Lace tied up outside =
and figured you must e ‘
be in trouble. Grade
school?

d and blue looks
lame on you.

=
You should go back to that

sweet black-and-white getup you

wore when I was in grade school.

Isayitis,
Vic. Now step
away from your
prisoners,
Web-face

Actually, it's
Web-head, and
that's not the only
thing you've got wrong,
Majorette Malfunction.
Now why don't you drop
your baton of doom and--










When
regular fire
simply won't

do...

Icall
that move .
A the gp’,;de,- Get it?

Little sushi
\&'










st a
sleeping spell,
victor. It'll wear
offin afew

Watch it, Poochie. I know He's... he's right, Vic. \ g
you're new, but we've got Iknow he seemed
one rule in this club... we cool, but Spidey was
don't trust people probably just luring
like Ail us into his web, so
he could turn Cloak
and us over to
the cops.

Whatever,
we have other
pests to worry
about. Chase and
1 just found out
about a creep named
Reginald Mantz.
Apparently, he traded
pharmaceuticals stolen
from the hospital where he
S\ works for MGH laced with
the same drug that 4
made Cloak. /i

did you say
he works for a
hospital?,










You keep
dlowing like
that, they're
gonna take you
out of here,
Paager!

I've done
everything
to be the kinda
man you need,
haven't I?

~Tve loved
you since the
first time I saw

\\your picture in the

Daily Bugle.  why I brought you
—— here after... after you
were bad to me. So
we could still be close.










Why are
you trying to
ruin what we










Anew cell
phone! Poes
it have Tetris

What it has
is my number at the
rectory programmed
into its memory. I'm just
atouch of a button
away from you
now.
I've been
working with runaways
long enough to know that
Ican't force you into foster
care... but if the day ever
comes where you want to be
with a family again, please
don't hesitate to call.

, then I... I can't take
this, Father. I already
have a family. Chase,

old Lace, Gert, Nico,
even Victor.

Molly, please.
I know it seems
like fun now, but
children your age
need guidance and
stability and--

Excuse
me, Father

wondering i
we might be able
to ask you a few

questions.










LWe're sarry to disturt you,
but Captain America has
reason to belleve that you're
harbaring a fugitive named--

She's one of
The Pride's
children.

[/ Watch the
door, Shellhead.
TI'll guard the
kid.

!

No! This is
unconscionable!

= =

Pon't make
this harder than
it's gotta be.

Can I touch your hair, Wolverine?
My friend Karolina said that you
use gel, but I think it just grows
that way 'cause you're a mutant,

Everyone in
oh, and I'm a mutant, too! 3

this churchis
innocent! You're
Iused - c making a terrible
to have a poster / mistake!
of you and Doop in my /)
bedroom when Lwas little,
but I think you're even
cooler than Poop, and T
liked that one time when
you and the other X-Men
met the Fantastic
Four and--
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worry, Gert,
the incantation
should wear off

by itself soon
A enough.

happens if our
magic carpet
ride hits its
expiration
date?

That's not
the way the Staff
of One works, Chase.
For it to conjure up a
spell, first Thave to
conjure up, like, painful

memories. I try to think

of anything that
- - makes me feel guilty or
M whatever, and something
A

totally unrelated

but conveniently

practical just kinda
pops out.

- %

Speaking of
the dark arts, Nico, '
if we're going into battle,
any chance you could un-
evolve Old Lace here back

into something more
prehistoric and |ess...
_adorable?

It might as well!
We're going the
o wrong way!_4

Trust me, \
T've been studying
Manhattan since the
day 1 was born.
Our cathedral is
uptown!

we're not
going to the
cathedral,
Victor.










We told
you, this Reginald
Mantz guy who bought.
the super-drugs that
let him pretend tobe §
Cloak is an orderly A=
at St. vincent's.
That's the
same hospital
where PDagger
is laid up!

4 y? \
W Shouldn't we L
y have the whole —"/

team together 19
ifwe're gonna WS

= take on a new
/ villain?
e oo,
i suretherour W

of us can handle ’
one sicko, Vic. | \

A througha

Exactly, so shouldn't
we go back to home
base and tell the real

Who knows
what this pervy
addict is doing to
Pagger while she’'s in
her coma. We've got to
help her yesterday. AN

s,
een B




























Don't underestimate her,
Iron Man. Just position
yourself for containment
maneuver epsilon and /Touchme N
or my word. _”and 1 punch
your fac.

Father
p( Lantom is
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Thank you,
Molly... but
Iam tired
of running.

iE
IANSITISSION
FROM L.C. AND 5.1U.
THEY'RE SRYING THEY
JUST SPOTTED CLORK..
INSIOE DAGGER'S
HO5PITAL AOGIM.

Come on!
We gotta go
kick the fake
you's butt!

Wise decision, son.
We just want to
help you get to

the bottom
of this.

Now I'm
going to have
to ask you to

remove your
cloak and










You're...
you're right.

surrender
now.

Farewell, )
Father.

Iwon't
tell nobody
about tonight
ifyou don't.










Please...
please go
back to sleep,
Paagger.
I..Idon't
know how much
more of your
healing light I can
absorb without
killing you.

away
from her, Cloak!
Before I...

SO

#*o6" are |
\_you? A

S Who the )










Istill have

You teamed up
with Pagger to fight
Tombstone three
years ago!

Idon't
know who you are,
but your mother
never should have
) et you out of her 4
basement. f

Stop truing
to... to seduce me,
Spider-woman.










Be cool,

Spider. My

~" See, I'm
not Power Man
anymore. I'm Luke
Cagde. ILgot a kid.
You wouldn't hurt a
dad, now would yor

My old man
ran off when
Iwasjusta

What do
I care about
fathers?










Why do
people always
gottatell me
what to do?

— = _
T~
> I mean, ﬁ i
= I'magrown -
man!

| o i
——

S _ =

D o

Sz /










V Please. New -
y York, New Wave,
New Avengers...
new" is just
another way of
_sauing old.

I..Idon't
recognize you
people from the
Official Handbook

Heroes.

Wow, that was...
anticlimactic.

Just because
Karolina is gone
doesn't mean we're
out of star
power.




























You guys
okay?

1Itried to
match the speed
of your descent to
absorb some of the
impact, but I wasn't
sure if I calculated
for--

[ You think Chase will Yl
stop calling me
> names now?

No, but maybe
I'll stop sticking
paperclips to your
face while you're
asleep.
let's hope
that doesn't
mean Nico is
\ ad. 48










I my girl
i so much as
bruised down
there, T will
destroy

hate you
stupid jocks, always
bragging about having
adgirifriend.

Well, now
Igotone, too,
and she's a lot.
prettier than

Abracadabra!
Alakazam!

Kabbalah! )~_<

. "
your health

f\ insurance

M“’ sucks.

You might.
as well give up
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Cloak, who...
who are these

They're our \
friends, my love.
Tl explain everything,
but first, I owe your
saviors a return

We're all
right, Mol,
but we should

{ - For now,
vamoose. i d07en 4

squad cars \ Jjust stay here and
just pulled up b rest. The Avengers will
) _downstairs. handle your assailant.

Yeah, Wolverine and
Mister America will |
probably be here {f

Wait, you =
Uh-huh, but
et thoss they were stupid.
Super heroes are for
little kids, Victor. Come
on, I'll teach you about
it on the way home...










No offense, Cloak, your
town might be a nice
place to live, but
it's a lousy place
to visit.

No
offense taken,
Gertrude.

As a matter

of fact, after we
drop off your group,
I believe it might be
time for Cloak and
Pagger to find a new

city in need of our
protection. _z

gone.

right. When your
team is made up

of a bunch of
runaways...

Wait a second, I... I
remember you guys
now. You're The Pride's
kids, right? From
Los Angeles?

your leader?
Where's Alex?










P
)
£ e, looks
z(‘l‘f like the Stein's
book was right
> again.

This eye-spy
cauldron we lifted
from the old Minoru
place shows that our
enemy clan is heading
back to the City
of Angels as we
speak.

So what's tomorrow

hold for our little
brats, fearless
leade

tome isn't just
some book,
noeb. It's The
Abstract.
>
And of course Tomorrow,
it's right. You heard they rest. ™
what the boss man =]
said. Each copy breaks But before am—
down the past and f
future of The Pride. L










To Be Continued...
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