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Paredevil,
what's the
sit-rep?

IF we don't
find a way to \cput
the Hulk down fast,
he's gonna tear right
through the White
use!

Pon't worry,
gentlemen, I
can handle
this!

It's

Splider-man,

Cap, he's... he's J&S
dead!

After
all, there's more
than one way to
soothe a savade
beast.

This
is totall
retarded.







First of all, you're not \ < | You're supposed
part of this mission. And | } to be the Invisible
second, you're, like... Woman, not Mrs.
horrifically out of ' ' skank-tastic.
character. ’

And just so you
know, it's not cool
to use "retarded” in a
pejorative manner. My
cousin's girifriend
is a retard.

Hey,
can you, um...
send me that
skin?

All right,
this campaign =
is obviously a Se=—2\
bust, so-- A

Alex

Wilder, get

Off that thing
now!

sorry,
boys...

You don't know what you're
talking about, dude. My older
brother interned for the
Fantastic Four last year. He
said Sue Richards hits on
anything that moves.







PRIDEDJOY

..the
overlords
beckon.
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What in God's name
have you been doing in
here all day? Is that
pornodraphy?

A massively multi-player... well, yeah,
Zsight It's It for me as
agame, Pad. Like X a birthday

Scrabble, but for gift!

the computer,
you know?

You
turned sixteen
months ado, Alex.
1 wasn't paying for
a lifetime sub-
b, scription.

But it's
the only place
I can hang out

n with my friends!

Besides, \
we live in
Malibu!

what
difference does
afewdollars
make?







We're able to afford a
home here, young man, Then
because my father let me get a
taught me that every Job! Please!
dollar makes a I could--
difference.

Cancel
the service.
oday.

Iknow
you think I'm ' And
amonster, Alex, when that day
but someday you'll comes... I hope you
understand that remember to put your
everything I did mother and me ina
was done out decent nursing
of love. ome.

&

Yes, sir.

For
now, I would
appreciate it
if nﬁou'd simply
change into

our
something uests will
clean. here at
seven.







Idon't understand why.
Every year, you guys
Jjust invite the same five
couples over to sip
brandy and cut
checks.

When
other people
inL.A. do charity
events, they put
on, you know,
celebrity goif
tournaments...

N fun stuff.

Yeah, I know. I just wish
Ididn't have to babysit
your friends' creepy kids
while you guys get to
hide in the library.

_We're not
hiding. We're doing
sensitive work in
private. And those
five children are
anything but

I'msorry,
honey, but you
know how nervous he
gets before these
things.

Alex,
your father and
/ Ihave told you, good
l§ deeds should be done
in secret, with no
expectation of reward.
It's what makes
. us human.

©Oh, yeah? What about that

white guy who always calls me

“brother'? Or that de girl
who still hasn't given me back
the Prisoner PVWs 1 let her
borrow last year? Alex, you're
. being obnoxious.
The six of you have
been having nothing
but marvelous times
together since
you were all in
diapers.

And unlike
your “internet
friends”, those

kids think of you as
family. They can't
wait to see you!







wanna go!

The ankes Hesn:lenl:e
5’. 1015 P.M.ﬁ
=_

SR i
And you're 3
-«mummnulul é’ =7..oniu a eophomore EETH
/ =g in high school
=4 Gvertrude, as / (r’ There's a reason
If you duus we discussed, while they call you kids
are so obsessed E==3¢ capitalism may be the "wise fools".
with helping the poor, unequal distribution of
1 why won't uou let me ealth, socialism is the
1 )om thelsgc ialist

Actually, that's a
fake etl,amobgld.

parents have
"Sophomore” to deal wit.h
is derived from
"sophist". |t has no
direct correlation to
the Greek word for

"fool"... as any fool

would know.







me when we did The Public

Karolina, \
yourean |

angel!

Look, Frank,
she made some
tempeh fajitas for
the fundraiser
tonight.

Wow, those taste awesome, babe. Sl ( cet out! Alec told me
Just sprinkle a few yeast Flakes on he same thing during
. little trick Basinger taught | Making Time. God, T can't

believe those

I'mnot

gonna force ' em

on anyboedy, bi
the wilders didn't

really have any

vegan stuff at their
house last year, /~
remember?

Are you kKidding?

r‘:ou‘re the ?nly

appy couple in
Califormia.

Pefendertodether.

' two ever split up.
Are we the only
happ(f coup1e in







v
well, you're a nerd
who punches like a
girl... isn't that a

/ cliche? /
) 1
-
-
Keep
makin?jokes, big You
man. We'll see how hard | wouldn't

you're laughing after we | dare, you
pull you off lacrosse. little--

Victor, e
stopit! <

L3

L8
—

That’s
for talking
back! You think
straight C's
are funny?

You're
becoming a dumb
jock, Chase. Is that
what you want to
be, a clich&?

s

That's enough,
Chase. Go get
dressed. we'll 5
gecaercr | -

ure on the %
ww; to the i 2 -
iders.

VT oy, A

Groovuk:‘
realiy looking
Forward to
that chat...

o

g






Pad,
can we talk
about my
body?

The Hayes Residence
5:37 P.M.

There's,
fike, all this gross
stuff happening. I
tried to talk with
Mommy about it, but
she said to ask
you. 'Cause you're
adoctor, T
duess,

Paaaaad!
Icantry You know I'm still
leoking it up eleven!
on Google
or--

Actually,
Molly, how about i

No, it's good N your mother and I both sit
: that you came to me, \ down with you... but after 'the
E e Molly. Let's see, you just % party, okay? Ireally don't
IS turned twelve, so-- 2 == N want to be late this year.







We are
not going to
be late!

ket i Aere B

eenin ere for

three hours!
Let's go!

OHJ
sweetie,
Ithrewit

away.

find my stupid
; black nai
polish!

Wwe're
doind to be
late, aren't

we?

% doctor friend said
that teens who wear \
W black fingernail polish ™
2\ aremore likelyte [
do drugs, so I--

Great! Now
I have to mix all my
old polish together
and try to make







The Wilder Residence
7:25 P.M. <

Alex, get
down here,
please!

We have
company!

Al-ex!/What's \ | Sorry we're Iate, Alex, you
happenin’, all! Big pile-up on remember
brother? Y Cliffside. our dau‘%ter

L - =\ Nico, don't
Fal >
&= 2 ) your
3 g L A / |
e

‘f
N







Hey, Alex.

I, um,
brought your
Prisoner PVPs

back. They were
amazing.

Completely.
"The Chimes of Big
Ben" was insane.
1can't believe how
old that show is, you
know? Feels like
It's from the
ure.







If you need a date for any
of your formals or stuff, I
det a discount from this

You okay?
You're acting
all Keanu.

No, it's h
Jjust, I mean, you
lock totally...

differen

) Gﬁd, you are X Oh, thanks,
so hot. where'd | Karolina.
you get that Actga” f ~
outfit? A\ madei Gert, can I ask you a
question about girl
StUFF?,

under no
circumstances.

Well, now that we're .
all here, I believe the - m"s%‘;:t ok
adults will be retiring | ¥O €92 "9 O

Lo tha EaTU ior & for a bit?

I'msure
you've got a
let of catching
up to do.







The Game Room
8:46 P.M.

Al o cori ]
I
] annY!,l

g{ »

Listen, T

know we'd all rather
be somewhere else right
now, but we're stuck here

for at least another

hour, so we might as

well try to amuse
ourselves.

S0
what's

the plan,

man?

be beer, please
be beer, please

{ spyon the
\ ‘rents.







How? Our parents always lock
themselves away so they can.
you know, smoke pot or
whatever.

Maybe, but my father's !
obsessed with surveillance,
and he built all sorts of secret
passadeways throughout
the house to keep an

eye on stuff, -

Oh, he's not a
Peeping Tom or
anything, just
paranoid about
N security. _d

My dad doesn't &
know I know, but
Ifound this when I
was snooping for
Christmas presents
hafew months
ado.

And what, you
think it'll be fun to
watch our parents

argue about whether
or not something's
deductibler

Idon't
know, haven't
you ever wondered
what they're like
behind closed

I¥
Nico's in,
soaml /

You sure
you Euus wouldn't
rather play spin
the bottle?

doors?

Okay then,
lame secret
\ passageways J |
N itis! i







The Corridors

8:15 P.MARY:

This is like
the haunted
mansion at
Pisney... only
boringer.

What about these
windows, bro? Won't
they be able to
see us?

Ne, they're
actually one-way
mirrors.

oris that

two-way?
I always
forget...

Quiet, Molly.

I'm pretty sure these
walls are soundproof, but
Idon't want to take
any chances.

Can I hold onto you,
Alex? My night vision
stinks.

I think we're
almost at the library,
S0 Keep your eyes
peeled for--

Very
well, ladies and
dentlemen...







~ LLifwe're all ~
satisfied with Mr. and o
Mrs. Pean's plans for
our ofF-world enemies,
__ Isuggest we move on to
B, The Pride's final order
> of business.







Check
out those
costumes.

75 Tk
guys thinking
what I'm
thinking?

Yeah,
our parents
are totally

day.

NO...
they're super
heroes.







With
pleasure,
love.

Pear,
would you
bring out our
duest of
honor,
please?

Karolina, I think
you better take
Molly back to the
game room.
Now.

‘okail:u. rtthis
is starting But T
todet alittle
wanna see
Eyes Wide the super

Shut... heroes!

Um, sure, Alex. Come on,
Miss Molly, the grown-ups
are just puttingona
stupid play. Let's go fix
your hair.

what's
wrong with
.7







1:Ii"ocal

Is that a ! matters are
none of your

wg?ﬁg% gﬁbﬁngi%r? concern, Yorkes.

your wife only handled Idon't question

what you two do
druge and gamaiing in I the Fourth

Pimension,
do 17

Alex,
what If they're

not good
guys?

Well, duh.

I've known our
parents were evil
since I was flve.

This perverted little
gathering just
confirms it.

Relax, you u
two. We still don't '\
know anything. Maybe | |
Speak for that girl is some
yourself, freak. runaway they
folks are practically rescued...
saints.







Pr. Hayes,

will you and

our husband
\ kindly restrain
"., the qiri?

Already
on it.

Poes your
machine need
time to charge,
Stein?

It runs on
a self-replicating
string of unstable
molecules.
We're ready when 4
you are.

Then the
floor is yours,
Mr. Minoru.

worry, Nico,
they're using
their real
names.

If they were
villains, they'd be
calling each other

stuff like Red
Skull and... and
Electro.







Iwant you to know that
you're helping us forge a
better tomorrow for
our children.

Welcome,
friends, to the
\ end of the world
3 as we--

“Virlik hr
Nisanti...

"Nisanti
hr karinn?*

©On behalf of
everyone in The
Pride, we truly
appreciate your
sacrifice.

Aleeeee--3¢

wait,
you said







- !

(5
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T H E RUNAWAYS

At some point in their lives, all young people think that their parents are evil... but what if they really are?

PREVIOUSLY IN RUNAWWAYS:

Teenager Alex Wilder always knew there was something strange about his parents, happily
married Los Angeles socialites. Instead of family reunions, the Wilders host annual get-
togethers with other successful families. While the adults discuss their “charity program”, Alex
has to entertain the kids, an oddball collection of five other only children.

This year, the bored teens decide to spy on their parents’ private meeting. Watching from a
secret passage, they're shocked to learn that their mothers and fathers are actually part of
something called "“The Pride”.

Alex suspects these strangely dressed men and women might be super heroes... until the adults
murder a young girl in some kind of dark sacrificial ritual.
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The Wilder Residence.
:47 P.M.

Sounded like
screaming.







Relax,
boys. It was

residue from the
sacrifice.

Regardless,
Iwant that
worthless husk
disposed of
immediately.
Frank,
Leslie, sweep
the tunnels
for rats.

Pear,
you'd better
check on the

children.

Catacombs?
You said this place
was secure,
Wilder!

As if
you don't
have secret
passagewaus |
in your |air,
Minoru.







kids saw what

we did. We always
knew they'd
find out sooner
or later,
Hayes.

&l

7~ But theyre
not ready to know
about Th% T‘no'de.'a\é\'e;e lt'e what
suppose: prote: 's wha
them from ajl this until > == the Abstract
 they're eighteen. 4 3 dictates!
vt s
ot o There's
¥ no cause
for alarm,
ladies.

I'msure
our young ones
are fine.













Alex, [?‘.hl is
everything
all right up
| here?

uh, yeah, totally.
We were just fooling
around with one of

your old games.

And
you think
Vice City

is dirty.

Why? Is everything OF course. It's
all right with Just, we heard
your yelling, and we

were afraid...

well, I'm
dlad you're
all okay.

Anyway, your
parents and Iare
almost done with
the last draft of

the new fundraising
charter. wWe'll be
up in a few.

Po you
think she
Idon't
know. L..I
I have think I'm gonna
never run... puke.
.. in
e.







Okay, will someone \ / Why'd we stop '\
leasetelimewhat's | [ Twistering? we )

going on? What did | \ just started! / "

I miss down 4 - - Molly to the

there? < [ { bathroom or

) - ) something.

But this
Involves Molly's
parents, too! She
deserves to know
he truth!

old enough to
know her parents
are evil!

I know
wha&gou duys
are whispering

about...







Come on, Kid.
Fine. Let's o powder
OUF NOSES. _/ratig
code for pee,

right?

&

v

" e Karolina, you...
ey i, .
/ - n. n' ex's
You're scaring /&~ 24 how to tell you L
this, but-- hick.







parents! You
saw!

We have no
clue what we
saw, dude!

They stabbed
an innocent girl
in the heart!

Wwell, we don't
| Know she was
\ innocent...
N, right?







Actually,
I think he

migll<1t be right,

aroiina.

Y-r?qah'om times twelve.
L al %‘P

said they were part

somethi
“The

e’

- get afew shotguns |

Eailed

How? You
expect us to

and go all Menendez
'\ brothers on'em?

‘You
mean, like...
like Poctor

Poom?

We can't exactiy
confront them, can
we? How do we
know they won't
kill us?

Battle
stations,
kiddies.







Pon't worry,
the old-timers are
finally packing it in

for the night.

Gertrude, could I get some of your
strapping male friends to dive us a hand
taking this out to the car?

Oh, you
know, just some
antiques the Wilders
were nice enough to
donate for our
auction next
month.

um, Nico and Remember
Icanget that, Y \{! tolift with |
Mr. Yorkes. ] your knees,
sweetie. /

Yeah, u{!.bl
may not be
one of the boys,
but playing tuba
in the marching
band has given
me m%z:;gq

upper-
Serength,

Yes, we don't

want anyone

getting hurt
tonight.







Nothing
feels right,
Alex!

So what? Are For now, Just so
we supposed to our parents don't
go home and act get suspicious.

like nothing

happened?. But T'll get
everybody's e-malil
addies b e they
take off. We can
all meet up later
tonight, figure
out what to do
next.

Oh,my N
God... is this |
what 1 think

itis? 8

Feels about
right, doesn't
it?

Would they

let us carry

this if they
did?







The Griffith
Observatory.
1:03 A.M.

Hey, Short Bus,
why didn't you just Sorry, Chase, That
say meet at the was my suggestion. The
pa:netaﬂum? planetarium’s pretty much
the same distance from
It took me all of our houses.
an hour to
figure out where
this stupid James
Pean memorial
was.

©Oh, no, it...
it was a great
idea, Karolina.
I'm just messin'
with you.

Idon't know
why Nico's not
here yet. she
replied to the

forward, right?
You don't think

Sorry, Gert
doesn't have her
permit yet,so I

had to dive her
aride.

And T
lost my stupid
glasses, so we had
to stop and pick up
contact go ution
and--







Whatever.
Everyone was
able to sneak

out okay?

Is anucone I mean, no matter what
else ha\[ing you guys saw down there,
ahard time it sounds like our parents
processing have been leading some

this? kind of freaky double
lives... for years,
probably. How is
that possible?

What? How
is it possible
that our parents
liedtous?

Yeah, my
parents were
practically unconscious.
Satanic rituals must
really wear a person
down.

Istill feel
bad leaving
Molly out of the
loop. I hope
she's... you
Know.

Let's see: Ganta,
the Tooth Fairy, the
Easter Bunny, um,
God.

“You're the
prettiest kid in
school. This won't
hurt a bit. Your
face will freeze
like that...”

“Everything's
going to be all
right.”







Wwell, whatever
it is, we should
decide as a
group.

But Isay we call the
cops. They can take our
parents to the Vault, or

wherever they hold the
Sinister Six-tupes
these days.

tt's called a secret society, boys
and girls. Like the Freemasons?
Am I the only one who saw
From Hell?

But if T accuse
my mom and dad of
something, and it turns
out they didn't really do
it, it could still ruin their
careers. That happens
all the time in
Hollywood.

Jeez, live in denial much,
Chase? I say we get LAPP on
the horn and narc these
psuchos out.

I agree...
which means
we're two for

and two
against.

I couldn't even find
anything about them
on the Internet.

Alex, if this Pride really is
a group of... of "bad guys”
like you think it is, how come
Inever read about themin
my History of Masked
Crime elective?

Exactly. Just
‘cause they dress
in stupid outfits
esn't make them
super-terrorists
or whatever. _

eah, the more

1 think about it, the

more Irealize it was
probably just some kind

of lame performance
piece. We should forget

we ever saw it and go

back to our lives.

You're the
tiebreaker,
Nico.







But I keep thinking about

We're talking about our
g that girl. She wasn't much
older than us, you know?

éod, ™ parents. Mine aren't
I..Idont perfect, but they're not
know. monsters. They never \ If nothing else, we should
were to me, anyway. i N try to D?El'}:'l'go ngi gr?ttorn
i i 1
Sol

guess I say...
make the
call.

You're just \
votind that way

‘cause you wanna
\ suck face with
Alex.

Forget it,
Nico. Paul, a
little dialing

music...

You're
making a
big n:jlstake, /







Parker Center,
Headcguarters of
the Los Angeles
Police Ben';arl:’hent.
1:07 R

=
74

. - Slow N
somicide Two, [F———_down, son. What |
. happened?

| @ murder. I mean,
\ Iwouldn't like f
to, but--

compllcatad Yousott

. You a

understand, we're not talking
about a couple of gang-

; I il That, line might
bangerbeudlfe'?g.a drive ; | ——7 workin New ork,

but it'sgonnatake |
a lot more than that
A for us to lock up
your folks.

” My parents.
And their friends.
They're part of
The Pride. They're,
like, dark wizards
and... and mad
scientists, /

and--







been ca|1ing it since
Iwas eight!It's just
a machine! And they
don't respond to
anything unless it's,
like, a full-scale

alien invasion! Besides, by

the time Captain
America checks his
voicemail, our parents
will probably have

butcﬁered a dozen

other--

Listen, even ifyou're telling Y

the truth--which seventeen
years on the job tells me
you're clearly not--
meta-crime isn't our
Jjuriediction.

Try the super-
=/ freaks in Manhattan.
I think the Avenders
got some kinda hotline.







Guess
we're on
our own.

Like
what, one of
our parents’

Halloween
masks?

Trunk? Why does it
What o el
ac
trunk? skipped a Y
chapter? Gert's dad
probably already
dumped it into
the"?ar pitsor
something,
Nico.

One
way to find
out.

Actually, he and
my mom carried it
inside as soon as
we got home.

: we c'a_?‘;‘t Jus’fi
give up! The police
will have to believe
us if we bring them
some kinda
evidence.

And you think
it's still there?
with the... the
girlinit?







Santa Monica
Ereeway.
159 A.

Iran away
from home, and
now I'm running

back there?

This is purely
smash-and-grab,
Gert. we'll be

Please don't
in and out.

say In-N-Out. I'd
Kill for one of their
burgers right about
hia WiEh otoes
ing with stress
and fboJ

I still think we should ;
have taken my car. It's
less conspicuous than

the Shaggin’ Wagon

here.

Hardly.
Remember those
two sniper dudes
last year? When
everyone in Virginia
was looking for

That's why I
asked my parents
for one.

Igetin
this bad boF,
and I totally
drop off The
Man's radar.

Okay, is anyone else
worried that some of
the fruit didn't fall far
enou?‘h away from
the tree?

one white

The
couldn't find it

<f 4 >

‘cause every plumber \/
and electrician and
whatever drives one of
these things. They're -
everywhere.

hr

.






The Yorkes
Residence.
2:43 A.M.

All right, keep the Pon't worry, Plus, they bought practlcailu the only house
volume on low. We rents slep in California wit a basement In it so I could
don't wanna wake through the ‘74 play drums without ticking off

the big bads. earthquake. the neighbors.

Wow, it's like ™\
a whole season
of Antiques

sho what if there's
eﬁgge. Howadr?: . ‘ &R a secret passage

| \ or something? Like
wea?‘lggr?l?\ggd Q! 4 in Alex's house?

well, at least \
Ifound my accursed }
glasses. Granted,
they were inmy
poci

But no sign
of that pirate
chest. See, no

evidence of

not?ﬁnq. g

Check around Y
for some Kind of | _
switch... M







j - Looks like we need Those keys are a
Hey, here's / a five-digit password.smi e darker tha
one of those ' something with the ~ ="T] the other ones, from
security keypad { | ;i numbers three, four the oil on your
things. - A

and seven. fingertips, you
o t ~ know?

—

Pon't touch
it! You'll probably
A set sirens
and stuff!

Yeah, like on a

phone. Why? What

SR . can you sEell with
Arethere N \ thosethree

( letterswiththe ) S didits? __
N\ numbers? _/ T —







”s'l(tf'noﬁgvorth the % thI know Iﬁatd

" , Alex! IF my parents  they were heav

The name of N\ well, my mor“é’? catch us down here, slgepers, bt

their little club? | B » e o Bectie were dead. they're not--

, \ aren‘t exactly i
at this stuff.

s Try it, Nico.
Ivegota
feeling about
this.

It ‘ A
worked! It | ¥
actually-- At \ o
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At some point in their lives, all young people think that their parents are evil... but what if they really are?

PREVIOUSLY IN RUNAWWAYS:

Teenager Alex Wilder and five other only children are shocked to learn that their parents, a
collection of happily married Los Angeles socialites, are actually part of something called "The
Pride”. Alex suspects these strangely dressed men and women might be super heroes, until the
kids secretly witness the adults murder a young girl in some kind of dark sacrificial ritual.

Rather than confront their dangerous elders, the kids resolve to meet up in secret later
that night (except for young Molly, who they decide to keep in the dark). After much deliberation,
the teens call the authorities and tell them about their parents' villainous double lives. But when a
detective laughs at their story, the kids realize that they'll have to find some hard evidence before

anyone will believe them.

Quietly searching Gertrude's house for proof of their sleeping parents' wrongdoing, the
five teens soon discover a hidden passageway. But when they open it, they're greeted by
something unexpected...
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The Yorkes Residence
2:49 HIMI







: Nobody move! They... p
they can only sense /
impossible,

Alex! They're
get it

not--

That thing
F?gm Jurassic

ark. A... A
\ Velociraptor.

Chill, Karolina.
It's gotta be C.G.1.
\ orwhatever. Tl /
N proveit. 4













Y.art

i3
[ <
o8
83
£2
&8







Quiet,
we're gonna
wake Gert's

psycho

parents.

Ican't deal

with them and a...

a whatever
_that thing is.

It's okay,

Alex. Itold you,
my folks sleep like
the dead, and thgl%'re
three floors up. They

can't hear a--







dinosaur is 4/ - VHeu, squirt. I'm

real, but her sorry, but if you're

watching this projection
we recorded... your
mother and I are
probably dead.







: Hope{t;'r.lzll,w; : = .
were able to ge \  Don't be absurd,
this secret chamber's |/ stacey. Fwe didn't \ ] ; sl

actc::f?:rgov?: rﬁ‘é < ‘ get|lg‘erh1:ehg Coﬂ%’ ﬂlow you've alreac'ty

. would she be watc|
— | 15 now= You think she ‘ EERNpecs

\ Just accidentally | "
i stumbled into
all of this?

Pon't be scared,
she doesn't bite...
unless there's someone
you want her to bite,
of course.

Before our 4-P time portico was she's been genetically engineered
destroyed, we traveled to the 87th to respond to only your mentai
century and had her commissioned. commands. She'll protect you from
us a pretty doubloon, so I L whichever self-righteous do-
hope you're grateful. gooder Fm%llllu managed to
{ us.

I'm sure you have
lots of questions, but you'll
find all the answers you're looking
for inside our Abstract, the
sacred text that guides
our organization.

It will explain
everything we've
ever done, and
everything you need
to do now that
we're gone,







It may seem

Is this a like dibberish now, \

Jjoke? It's written but it will alf make
in some foreign perfect sense once
language. you've deciphered
the text.

No, and
fiFteen!
w what
they're talking
about!

Just use
the decoder ring \=
Mr. and Mrs. Pean
gave you when

You may need help with this adjustment P
period, so seek out whichever members \
The Pride are still alive.Theyre
your family now.

You've always Known :
the world was being run into
the ground by a bunch of
brainless cowards, but the
future belonds to great
minds like you... ‘

tomorrow from §
them and make
it your own.

With what? we've got
&ert's parents claiming
they're some kind of time
travelers, but we still don't
have any evidence that

e they helz?'c_ll_kill that

we go to the
police now?
Please?

Are you nuts?
They've got chic
raptors in their
basement!







And Siegfried
and Roy have white
tigers in theirs.
Poesn't mean they're
criminals, just means

" Gert's right. This definitely N

proves we're onto something
hude, but we still need a smoki
gun to put our parents
away for good.

What about that
not-so-littie black
book of theirs? Pidn't
they say it's got info
on all of their crimes

~)
My house? But...
but my parents can't
reallybe part of this.
They might be a little
eccentric, but theu're

not evil. They don't

and stufF? Maybe it
even eat meat!

they're... odd.

without it sais where they hid
the girl's body.
=1

they'll probably
Just Shapiro their
way out of jail and
kill us as soon as
they're free.

And all we have
to do is decipher the
thing, right? so let's go
to Karolina's and
look for that magic
decrypto ring.

well ;
i 2 di Karolina, if you'd
Dol e seen what the rest of
us saw back at my house,
you'd understand. T'm with
Nico. We should press

on to your pad next.

But first, we have
to figure out what to

do with this... thing. Gert's
parents said it's supposed
to protect her, but they're
not exactly trustworthy.
Besides, the five of us are

conspicuous enoug
as Is.

sorry, girl. Guess that
means it's back in the
doghouse for you. But
don't worry, once this
is all over, I promise
to come back for
you, okay?

/" 1 thought my
life was weird
yesterday.







Ventura Freeway
3:38 A.M:,

This
oughta be
dood.

Just listen, all right? ‘ But that means we're
I believe you now... our allin the line of fire. ¥
parents aren't part of some  we Keep snooping around
dorky P % P club. They're our houses, we're probably
obviously severely gonna end up like that
screwed up. chick they whacked.

There's this cool place T It's never gonna “blow over”,
always go to hang by F Chase! Qur parents have probably
whenever my Eamente rt 4 been doing horrible stuff since

throwing stuff at each before we were born, and
other. I stumbled onto nobody about it.
it a few years ago.

; —" o 3 it's up to us to tell
ab';:dg;ggl I;Ind . the world what they've
pretty much impossible y done. We can't just hide
to find. We should go \ in your little clubhouse
there énd, you Know... o and... and wait for
lay low until this sor;:a?_gﬁi ;,Io do
thing blows over. !







g.‘s not a

clubhouse, you

condescending
piece of--

They had to catch the
red-eye to New York after

your
parents' party last night. My

mom sald that they're deing
a reading of some Broadway
play tomorrow.

Sure, but
after all this,
knows what
theu're really
up to.

place.

I understand why
yJou're nervous, but you
don't have to worry about my
I ggrents are totally

sides, they're

not even home.

Well, all
Iknow is
that theyre
gone.

Wait, your
mom and dad
go out of town
and let you
stay home by
yourself?







Hardly. It's
tougher than
the Saturday

Making
crossword.

any headway
with that,
Sherlock?

Yeah, just thinking about the
last animal my parents let me :
have. It was this Vietnamese ]
pot-bellied pig named Orwell. [ Aw, that
1 loved that stupid thing, : sucks.

but rents
hated it.

Afew years ago,
Iwas ﬁlauin with
{ him in the backyard,
right? Iraninto answer
the phone for a second,
and when I came out,
he was gone. Never

saw him again.

Ag; mom
and dad said T
left the gate open,
but that's a total lie.
They probably went all
Lord of the Fli

Flieson

him as soon as I
turned my back.

Imean, I
know I locked
that gate!

From that
moment on, I
swore never to
trust my parents
again. It was so
obvious they
weren't telling
the truth...







The Dean Residence

Any luck ¥
up there,
Karolina?

Nope, and Nico and T
have been through every
Jewelry box and trinket

drawer in the house.

but I seriously
don't think my parents
are like the rest of
yours. They're
good pecple.

Although her
mom does have
more shoes than
d an entire season

well, keep looking for
some kind of switch or
keypad thing. There's
gotta be a trapdoor
around here

somewhere.

Why? Just
because our
houses were

tricked out
doesn't mean

*..‘!‘ﬂsi place

5.

Never fear,
kiddies. Chase
is on the case...
and he Just hit
paydirt.







Nope, but I
was rummaging
through Mr. Pean's
den, and I scored
his last will and
testament.

well, that's basically what \
we found at Gert's place,
right? Instructions on
what she's supposed to
do after her parents
kick the bucket? He's got
a point, Alex.
That /s where

Hey,
that's
private!

we got our
last lead.

have to do with
anything?

Relax, looks pretty
boringd. They didn't leave
you any dinosaurs or
anything. "We, Frank
and Leslie Pean,
being of sound mind,
blah biah blah.”

Bu
check out
this last &
page. “And to our

7 beloved daughter
Karolina, we bequeath

the following, may

 She use it wisely.”

And then
there's just
a picture
of this.







That's the
caduceus.
It's a symbol

Yeah, lgeah,
we've all been to
a hospital before,
Showoff. But why's it got.
the Ghostbusters
symbol ground

Magbetuo?r p:rt%n%la

* were trying to tel

kngw,iﬂggﬁat J L you not to wear it
snake thing‘'s 4 - q anymore?
engraved on f

mg ledAlert

racelet.

Wwhy? I've had this thing
on since I was four. My

arents told me never ﬁ Whli would
take it off. T'm, like, they /e about

deathly allergic to Po you know ™\ something

penicillin. you're allergic \like that?

to penicillin, or
Is that just what
your parents
said?

I'mnot sure, Karolina, X you're crazy! This picture
but if you want to prove | js [x'obablijust their way
us wrong... just take of saying that... that they
off the bracelet. A4 didn't want mﬁ toﬁo to
med school!

Parents
who don't want
their kid to be a
doctor? Now
that's crazy.













it's beautiful.
Like... like a burning
painting or--

wrong with
me? What
\ amI?

she can‘t be.
Imean, not that
there's anything
wrong with that,

but... but she's too

old to just turn

into one now,

isn't she?

What iF your mom
and dad, you know,
aren't from around

here?

You
thlnh I'man

Hold on, let me think.
Before they sacrificed
that giri, didn't my
father say something
about Karolina's parents
dealing with... with
“ofF-world”

enemies?







Maybe being on
this planet gives
:,Lour parents and you
these... these powers,
but something in your
bracelet Inhibits

abilities, sorta
like Kryptoni--

You've been
watching too
many WB shows,
bro. That's
ridiculous.

Are aliens v Besides, it makes 'm the daughter of some
really any harder " sense that your parents \ kind of, what... space invaders?
to accept than  would try to suppress your \ God, first you tell me my parents
time travelers?, naturaitalents. It's what | are ewil, and now I find out I'm
parents have been doing I'm not even human?
since the beginning
of time.

1 wish we'd never
learned about ani
of this! I was mucl
happier being kept in
the dark! 1... Ihope
our parents do kill
us now! IL..I..













Parker Center,
Headgquarters of
the Los Angeles
:oillge Department:

Ah, it was nothing, L.T.
This kid called in and
tried to convince me
his mom and dad were

some kinda super-
villains. :

couple of
those every
time report
cards come

You
summoned,
Lieutenant

Flores?

Yeah, come in,
Poudlas. Shut it |
behind you, L

v

‘Yeah, he said they call
themselives one of the
deadly sins... Pride, T
think. Kid's obviously

seen

Seven too

many times.

-~ Well, Fthat's
the callber of calls

we're getting tonight,
why don't you punch out

early? You've been
double-shifting it
all week. p







The Wilder Hesldence
4:21A.M. :

ou have
any dea what

‘ time it is?
I

It’s Four -
in :‘hra mninq
er. <2 sorry to
\ | | bother you, sire...
\_Flores? / but T think we .
by might have a A
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At some point in their lives, all young people think that their parents are evil... but what if they really are?

PREVIOUSLY IN RUNAWAYS:

Teenager Alex Wilder and five other only children are shocked to learn that their par-
ents, a collection of happily married Los Angeles socialites, are actually part of some-
thing called "The Pride". Alex suspects these strangely dressed men and women might
be super heroes, until the kids secretly witness the adults murder a young girl in some
kind of dark sacrificial ritual.

But when authorities laugh at this story, the kids decide to search their own
houses for hard evidence of their parents' crimes. In the process, Gert discovers her
time-traveling parents' genetically engineered velociraptor, while Karolina learns that

she's the daughter of aliens who passed their incredible powers down to her.

Meanwhile, a member of the LAPD loyal to The Pride informs Mr. Wilder of the
troubling phone call Alex and his friends made to the precinct earlier that night ...
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ThelWilder Residence)
q4:25 AM:







I'm not going to hurt him,
dear. Ijust want to explain

what he saw us doind with this
thing. The "sacrifice” Alex
thinks he witnessed was

nothing but an...

What ;‘s our son dc}in witg -
a male manneguin heai How the
in his room? heli can you be
concerned about
that?
Alex is
somewhere out
there, and he knows
about

\ “the trut
R us!

C“.-#’m ourself. We don't know Well, we can't keep them
he knows. We can still 3 in the dark! Without The
come up with a cover story / Pride’s hel, A'we‘ll never
# ex. Pon't
minion forget, he'sa
prodigy when it
| comes to logic and...
and strategy. He
could be anywnere

and--
My
\ inside the LAPP said
| that Alex reported a
homicide. He mentioned
by now!

. Then our group by
it's time ™y name!
to tg'l'?ll the |
others, &~
b No! if
the rest of The
Pride find out about
this, it will be my head
you find under the 4
covers!







The Dean Residence
Eleven Miles Rway
4:28 A.M.







Stop messing around,
Karolina! Someone's
gonna see you!

L ( What does it feel
like, Karolina?

Guess
Ineed to log
a few more miles
up there before
Iget the hang
of this.

#” H:'s‘r tobu(‘,naﬂuhamazing, 2
ico. You Know how you ge
butterflies in your stomach Imagine if

those butterflies
when uosor:nle'ﬁ(t;gomeone could flap their wings

hard enough to... to
lift you right off the
ground!







It's almost enough to
make me forget I'm some
kind of extraterrestrial

. freak.

klng oF which,
It 's probably time
for you to come
back down to
earth.

What
do you mean
overslzed? we need
to stay below our
arents’ radar, Karolina.
you can do all this after
a few minutes of practice,
think what your mom
and dad can do.

should be to get
This oy,

whole er-villain
club of theirs is turning
out to be a lot more
danderous than any of us
first thought.

You want me to wear thls
hing again? BUt it...
repreeents ever thmq mu
parents ever fled to
me about.

Maybe, but
& that bra ele also turns
[ off your light W. And right
now, we can't have you floating
around like an oversized
Tinkerbelt.

I know you wanted to protect

her from all this because she's

Jjust a little kid, but she's Embablu
safer with us than sl

e is
in her house.

Imean,
Molly's folks are
part of this psycho
Pride thing, too,
right?

Besides,
if we keep the
truth from Molly,
how are we any
better than our
parents?







Yeah.., yeah, you're
totally right. Crap.
a6l L prett
supposed to pre
mufl?ab uct?;b"u 'frl
the middle of the night

Beats me,
without her freaking -

but is there any

out? chance we could
stop at my place
first?

Well, there

here told Karolina how
to fly and dlow and
all that.

Iwant
to see what cool stuff
is stashed at my house.

This isn't a scavenger hunt,

Chase! Our parents are evil,

We're trying to bring them to
Justice for murdering--

~~an innocent
dirl, Iknow. I was
there, too, bro. But
we still need to collect
clues, don't we? It's not
like we have proof that
they killed anybody
yet.
What good
is rescuing Molly
if we don't have the
evidence to put
her folks away
for good?

My place
is on the way to
Molly's. We'll just check
my old man's workshop for Fine,

bloedy gloves or whatever,
and then be on our
way... cool?

1guess we
could do a
dquick--







sorr g.

I.. Ljust ot
this weird feelind
somebody was
watching
us.

Relax, guys.
I told you, my parents Uh-Lh
are out of town. And they Let's get to the
bought this mansion 'cause van and head for
it's completely paparazzi- he hi
proof. Everything's Well, you the hills.
c can't blame me

ESACRT for being a little
Orange Alert here
can you? g

Id Feeﬁlra lot
Jumpy if you duys
had let me bring my
new pet along for
protection.

uh-oh,
whenever anyone
says that, it always
means somebody
5,

Beverly
mils'. that
S,

No
offense, Gert,
but thg“t. thinﬁ didn't
exactly make me
Feelusaf'e... ‘ e







aThe!Stein Flé\sidem:e
“4:55 A.M \

Come on,
my folks spend most
of their time down in this
old shed. They know I think
their work is insanely
boring, so it's probably
where they'd hide stuff
from me.

has a skelet
as a skeleton
Maybe
key i them, do Karolina could
i use her powers
onit?

How? By
bedaz. git
open? Besides, if
she de-bracelets,
she's gonna light
up the backyard
like the Century
Club.

But
what if I focused
all of my energy out of
a single finger and shot,
like, a concentrated
beam--







Ah,is it
ust me, or does this
place look a lot bigger
inside than it did

outside? _

what
do your

parents do, ]
Chase?

ey're
some kinda engineers.
supposedly, they made a

\| fortune inventing that thing that

ts you open up new CPs without
ripping goga_ fingernails







How did two people

80 ingenious end up

with a son who's so...
athletic?

U
mauy not be
book smart, but

Iam street /s

that a piec
2\ of brainin

what is it/

Take
those off this
instant, yound
man.







You ar
grounded until
graduation.

Mom? Pad? Wnat... )
what are you doing
here?

Nevermind. This
is a conversation
for tomorrow
morning

goes for you, )
, too, Nico. £

That's exactly what ITwas
about to ask. Alex's mother
called us in a panic to see if
he was at our house. That's
when we found out you were £
gone, too. ~

Your father and
I have been scouring
all of Los Angeles for you
kids. what are you doing in
Mr. Stein's workshop? Are...
are you making ecstasy?

You'll
use some of

; \ your scary toys

on us?







He... he has the Fistigons. \
If he figures out how to J
b Weaponize them-- 4=
T — Ldidn't

. \ want to do this,
\ Chase.., but I'm afraid
N

uou'v%;%rged my

\( what... what just
A\  happened?

/ Guys, il
get ready for
k. Tinkerbeil!







They
know about the
Pean girl!

We
know about
everqthln?,
Mr. Minoru!

We...
we know who you
people really are!







v "“Nnirak rh
ftnsin!”

(Nl

Why are
you acting like
this, Mom? This isn't
you! You... you take
me to church every
Sunday!

Faithis a
complicated thing,
; sweetle.

But if you ]
believe anything, believe
that this is going to hurt me
much more than it hurts...







The :

Staff of One.
Her... her body is
absorbingit. .

P

What is :
wrong with you
Mom? Snap out
of it!

by}
discipline my ewn
child, victor! You take
care of the Yorkes’
girl!

i

helpme We have no
helpmehelpme intention of hurting
helpme any of you, we just
. Help want--
| yourself, Gertrude. )

By coming with
us.













-

you'll break
my--

e -
. it .
adains ] w
A Minoru! F— & S¢
What? \\
That's... that's

Nico'sdad. = =3
Karolina, Ican't-- _£0

He almost '\
drowned you,
..\ Karolina! Now
) fire!







Forget
about him,
Karelina!
B~ Just
get me down
from here.
Please!

Gert! Control that thing! TS
Those are still Chase's /~
parents!

You don't
have to kil the
jerks. A slight
mauling will do

Nico,
gimme a hand with
Chase! We have to
motor before your
mom and dad--

Karolina, you have
a license, right?
Think
you can
drive Chase's
van?

I'msorry,
Nico, but we have
to let them go. We
need to take care Y i
of each other AL . I

now, okay? . 3 : duess so. As lon

b | ! as it's not, a sticl
\\ . . _ shift.
: 3 R







Sl:lan Bernardino Ereeway

sorry! stupid
manual transmission
is impossible!

Where
am I going,
anyway?

Tve ot et o 8 glant
've still got a... a gian
rod stuck inside my y!

L Not really. -
Feels like I finished
an entire keg by myself...
and ti}’en ropped it
onmy head. And why /
am I wearing these
stupid--







Relax, Chase. She just
saved our lives.

L1
thought we locked
that thingin your
basement!
So did
I, but thankfully,
she found a way
free.

Unless
my parents sent
her to eat us, of

Idon't know what you
remember, Chase, bu Jour
father assaulte
you.

Yeah,
what else is new?
Iprobably had it
coming.

No, you...
Regardless, if you're on the mend ) '
and none of our other injuries are /ife- . e
threatening, I say we scrap Plan A and p! My cell phone
go straight to the cops, or the press, or-- isn't even turned on.

Gertrude?
Your father and I are
very disappointed in you.
You have to stop playing
these games...







...or I'm "
afraid we'll have no
choice but to do something
terrible to »%-IT‘ young

n M.

friend
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At some point in their lives, all young people think that their parents are evil... but what if they really are?

PREVIOUSLY IN RUNAWAYS:

Teenager Alex Wilder and five other only children are shocked to learn that their parents, a collection of happily married
Los Angeles socialites, are actually part of something called “The Pride". Alex suspects these strangely dressed men and
women might be super heroes, until the kids secretly witness the adults murder a young girl in some kind of dark
sacrificial ritual.

But when a homicide detective laughs at this story, the kids are forced to search their own homes for hard evidence of
their villainous parents' crimes (though they opt not to involve young Molly in their investigation). Along the way, Gert
discovers her time-traveling parents' genetically engineered velociraptor, while Karolina learns that she's the daughter of
aliens who passed their incredible powers down to her.

When the kids sneak into Chase's house, they're promptly attacked by Mr. and Mrs. Stein and Mr. and Mrs. Minoru, mad
scientists and dark wizards who learned of their children's newfound knowledge thanks to an agent loyal to The Pride
within the LAPD. Narrowly defeating these powerful adults, Alex and his companions decide to abandon their evidence
gathering and take what they have to the police. But things become more complicated when Gert receives a troubling

phone call...
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The'Hayes Residence
5:34 A:M.

told

1.
the children that ¥
unless they surrender
themselves to us within
the hour, Molly will be
executed.







Po you honest| A { 1still can't believe they
think they'll fal : (e )\ actually witnessed the
for a biLfFlike o - sacrifice. _‘
that? \ Can you
- B imagine what must
be dgoing through
their minds?

well, if
Wilder is right, -
they've aiready seen We would've

us slay ;iv;lle yound 7 had to tell them about
= The Pride when they turned
eighteen anyway, love. All this does
is advance our timetable slightly.

You sure your daughter isn't Melly's being telepathically
going to wake up in the middle sedated. It's usually pretty
of this, Poc?

effective.

God, 1
wish we'd had mutant
powers when &ertrude
was a baby. If you knew
how many sleepless
nights she--

Pale, put the samural battle-axe
away, will you? You know how weapons We need

to be ready for
from alterg:ﬁgzsst:s make me 7, thing, dear. These

ildren are yound, but
that doesn't mean
theyre--







I'm right here, Molly. You
were talking in your
sleep.

My...
my stom
is all hurtie.

Lm, why don't you just
try to go back to sleep,
precious?

Iknow
thiscanbe a
scary time ina
yound woman's
ife...

Pammit,
she's slipping Esiong
rance., getout.

I'll handle
this.

Aw, do you want me to
get you some 7-Up?

Nuh-ub. I've
1)uvst been feeling gross
all day, and... and everyone
acts weird when I try to talk
about it. Gert took me to the
bathroom at Alex's house, and...
and she said it sounded
like Igot a curse or
something.
Ldidn't

really believe her,

but then a little

blood came out
of my--

...out right now, Mommy
has other things to
worry about.






Roadside Rest Stop
Closed'For/Repairs
5:43 A.M:

Would
they really
kill their own
daughter?

My mom tried to kill me,
Karwci"lil"l-laz'!'I ehr% stghbbed me Either
in the heart with some
kind of... of oversized nggr,g‘:l{,‘g %ﬁt‘,ﬁu Then what
magic wand! Pearest specifically A8 we supponec
s, we oven think [l S0, ko olve
al nvolving the
authorities, Molly psychos?
is dead.

Actually, I was suddesti
the ap'f:oslte ot!-j‘qretreang
Chase.

Iwant
to charge into
Molly's place
and rescue
her.

Ma%be there's
another option,

Karolina. Exactly. we

should go into
hardcore hiding,
dam-style.
Like I said, I know
this awesome
abandoned--







Pon't be stupid, Alex! The
last time we tried to fight a
few of ou ofarentsJ we barely

dot out alive!

But Alex,
you don't
even have any
powers.

You don't have to come
with me, Gert. None of

dumb overprotective
brother and wouldn't
let Molly come withus,

so I shoul

d be the

one who gets her

out.

It's not
like the rest of us
do either, Karolina.
You're the only one whe
can float around and
zap people.

Yeah,
but you've got
a psychic man-
eating dinosaur,
Gert. And Chase
has, um...

Aproblem!
If I can't figure out
how to get my dad's stupid
deek gloves off, I'm never
gonna be able to wipe my own--

Wwell...
that totally
rocks.







How'd
you do that,
Chase?

We have
to take care

of each other

now... isn't that
what A?ou said,
ex?

Hey, if Chase can figure
In that out how to use those
case, you should things, we might actually
probably keep stand a decent shot
your hands to against Gert and Molly's
yourself. parents.

Soyou're
coming along,
Nico?

F
I'm not donna
1 let you guys stomp
A\ my ‘rents without
me.

Thanks,
quys. IF we plan
this just right,
I know we can
det Molly out
safely.
Imean,
we took down
four of our parents
once... why can't we
do it again?







?he Hayes Residence
48/A.M%

What ’ stuck in Manhattan,
about Frank, brokering some deal with
Leslie? another Intergalactic arms
trader. A Skrull, I think...
they all look the same
tome.

| _( My wife's upstairs with Molly, and the Wiiders
are preparing a contingency plan in case
the children fail to show.

But the Steins and
the Minorus aren't answering
their communicators. We're worried that
your daughter and the other kids
might have attacked

Karolina doesn't
have the spine for
afight

Itook
the shuttlecraft
back from New
York as soon as
I heard.

And God help any child
who's stupid encugh to
make a move adainst
us.







AcrosstThe Street

position,
over?

What are you talking about?
We're going to be fine, Nico.
N, We just haghe to stick to
e--

People .
always say teenagers
think they're immortal,

but I.. Idon't think that.
Imean, all T ever think
about is death.

When my mom
ammed that stafF-thing into my
est, all I could think was... I'm
surprised I even lived this lond.

you're Killing
the battery on my
two-wauy. For the
billionth time, we're
all inﬁositicnband
: S we all remember
ﬁ?a\\% the plan. /

we knock off your ¥
|ame role-playing stuff
and do this already?

roger that,
this is Alpha Team,
uh... proceeding
with Phase
one.

We
won't all live
through this, will
we, Alex?

I Know
exactly what
you mean.







Totally.
Even before
all this.

It's like,
every day, the people
in charge seem to make the
world a little more screwed-up,
and we can see it, but there's
nothing anyone our age can--







talking about
it will just
ruin it.







&;m_khT . wilder,

e Ly — e il Ms. Minoru... please,
/ B come in before somecne
’ i. i sees us. I'd hate to
Ui | have to mind-wipe
I 1e | the neighbors
! ’, ‘ i l again.
I ¥ 4 | i .
| T 1!
(standby, 1t
people! | a % |
The |
: rodigal
| children have \
|\ retu s
Tell me, where
are your other |” 1 (ORI, N o e rarty :
playmates? themselves inas \as your father...
| | e soon as we have |always after the
iaa i ! confirmation that your A quid pro quo.
*- \Ij \’ daughter is safe,
i I Ii U Pr. Hayes.
RRE i <
| RN
a d
RN i8 =
& | |
m
|i \' i 4
AR A
i
Unfortunately,
\| that'snot how I
\ do business. .
|
A (KNEEL.
; Now tell
our friends to
show themselves,
or I'll force you to
snap each other's
necks.
<@
; ]
< Ll
3 /













&, Nico,
Just make sure . you search
your pet keeps the Wy el {9 upstairs, T'll :
g doctor here / e ake the-- ‘my
occupied.

. @irls, I'm
disappoin

Callme
old-fashioned,
A rl\;ntl.lﬂ:. all of this
ghting seems v

(% intadyiike. -







- & Heg, aﬁuirt. I see you found your
inheritance. Funny, last time I
checked, your mother and I weren't
even dead yet.
W"‘

Yeah, well
you... you Will be
unless you back
Off, Pad.
You two
are murderers.
I.. I have no problem
sicking this girl
on you.

this creature was
genetically engineered
to be Incapable of
harming any member of
your immediate
family.

Pretty convincing,
Gertrude. |
. Unfortunately,

Now
why don't you
settle down
and--













where... where
did you get your
mother's--

Are... ’
are you okay?
What did you do

to my--







Let's do,
Karolina!

Take off
your bracelet
and let's storm
the castle
already!

Chase,
we're supposed
to wait for Alex to
signal us with which
room Molly's in before
we make our
move.

oOh, dude... I just remembered!
These goggles I stole from my

dad have some kinda X-ray

visionin 'em!
Maybe 1
can u?’e them to
lock through the
walls and--

Something
tells me this one
isn't the brains of

your operation.







Merely
detaining him.

" Stop You'll understand when
it! You're... you learn to use your
you're hurting beautiful gifts, Karolina.
him! I'mjust sorry you had

A, to discover them
like this.

Your father and I had always
hoped to take you to our
homeworld before we told
you about your unidque
heritage.

so L.
Ireally am
an alien? You
and Paddy lied
to me?

No,
Karolina, we
wpmtected you.
‘e gave you what no
other girl in Hollywood

had... ormal
Cehildhood.

And please don't bother taking It must take
off that bracelet. You and I have away everythind
the exact same abilities, and we 7 that makes you

can't use them to hurt each A special.

You
made me wear
this ai rmy
entire life!

g And if your powers

are the same as mine, then...
then touching it must do the same
thing to you that it does to me.







Karolina,
what are
fou==

ot

>
gormy
about that, i
Chase. ‘p¢ | |

s k.
that was e
5 Incredible,
- Karolina! You
. gl = q “
W (ll..la







Hush,
little baby,
don't say a
word. Mama's
going to buy £

You... you p’eome
Vour are evil.

deneration
is all the
same.

as you encounter
something you den't
understand, you label
it as "evil“and start
throwing chairs
through Starbucks
windows.

Isn't that the pot
calling the cauldron

black, Nico?

who
looks like she should
be burned at the
stake.

Now why don't
you drop the big
stick and act like

an adult?

Nnngh.

Why don't you drop
the condescending tone
and admit that you're
a monster.







..aomething's
wrond with my
bod

This is
what I was
trying to tell
you...

Nothing!

Molly, what
hap;ened?







She
cantbea
mutant.
We had
her scanned for
the X-gene at birth.
I thought she
was negdative. 1
thought--
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ALEX (AGE 16) GERTRUDE (AGE 15) KAROLINA (AGE 1€) CHASE (AGE17)

MOLLY (AGE 1))  NICO (AGE 1€}

I R U N A W A Y S

At some point in their lives, all young people think that their parents are evil... but what if they really are?

PREVIOUSLY IN RUNAWWAYS:

Teenager Alex Wilder and five other only children are shocked to learn that their parents, a collection of happily married
Los Angeles socialites, are actually part of something called “The Pride”. Alex suspects these strangely dressed men and
women might be super heroes, until a few of the kids secretly witness the adults murder a young girl in some kind of dark

sacrificial ritual.

But when a homicide detective laughs at this story, the kids are forced to search their own homes for hard evidence of
their villainous parents’ crimes (though they opt not to involve young Molly in their investigation). Along the way, Gert
discovers her time-traveling parents’ genetically engineered velociraptor, while Karolina learns that she’s the daughter of
aliens who passed their incredible powers down to her.

When the kids sneak into Chase's house, they’re promptly attacked by Mr. and Mrs. Stein and Mr. and Mrs. Minoru,
mad scientists and dark wizards who learned of their children’s newfound knowledge thanks to an agent loyal to The Pride
within the LAPD. Alex and his companions narrowly defeat these powerful adults, and in the process, Nico acquires a
mystical staff from her mother, while Chase steals hi-tech gauntlets from his father.

Using these newfound weapons, the kids decide to rescue a sleeping Molly from her evil parents. But when Molly
awakens to see these older kids attacking her mother, the little girl is far from grateful...

PRIDE AND JOY
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how scary this
must seem, but
there's really
nothing to be
afraid--

Everything
okay up here,

-







Jeez, when Molly said \
somethm was hupbenmq

t ought--

kidding, Gert!
That's What we aﬂ thought.
But we were wrond. And

why are you ug here? You're
e

supposed to be guarding--

Pon't worry, Nico. Chase
and Karolina moved into
posi’cuon They're providin
the "parental supervision
and taking care of--

Yeah, but
tomorrow morning

all right! T'm gonna have a bump

the size of--

What are
you guys

“Re







| /7 Yeah, but
she'sa f—HendIu
dinosaur.., like

Barney.

things you're Feelﬂl
right now aren't bad,
Molly. You're actually
something called a
mutant, a person
born wit|

Your parents-- all of our parents--
they're actually super-villains,
like the bad guys you see on

- TV,

puring that
“costume party" we
wouldn't let you watch,
they Killed an innocent kid...
a girl who wasn't much
older than you.

No duh, Gert!
I'm not confused
about that. I'm

confused about why
Nico hit my mom in
the face! _

to, Mgll .c‘lr'oqrht
mom and dad mig| 3
seem like You're not
"°§gop|2,_’_ buE .l going to like what I'm about
they are. tosay, but Thated when older
kids tried to sugarcoat stuff
with me, so I'm just going to
tell it to you straight, okay?







It's
true, little
= T, dude. I saw

Chase?
Karolina?
IF you

guys are up here,
who's keeping an

say that you i/ ———— buta

i Y B ~
should have killed a S T N, chance is the
me when you had | one thing you
the chance... . S spoiled brats
| LS never had.







¥ any of you move, T'll
pop Gertrude here as if

she were one of her own /.

blackheads.

7 Yeah,
[ takeone

) more step
~_and we'll--

I'd rather not kill anyone, but this
overweight nerdling was the one
child The Pride always considered

—_ expendable. The rest

of you--













N wait,
[ 0 { my mom's in the
20 bottom of that
pool!

|
right. T'll fish
. _her out.

coming with )

ou, Nico. —
J The rest N~
o of you get to |
[ thevanand have the \
| motor running. If we're not |
\ out in three minutes... /







Idon't know
how to describe it.
It's almost like my...
my soul puked it up.
Thing seems to work

me more than T
: work it.

I know
‘this probably isn't

the right time to talk
about it, but when we...
when we Kissed, it was

\ like this little island of all
right in an ocean of
horrible--






» o o Remember how Mr. Yorkes said \
- 4 that Karolina's parents had |
/"You think e some kind of decoder ring, |

she's still the one that supposed|
A\ alive? deciphers their Playboo
e/ of Evil?

- at
I'mnot iF thisis
doing mouth-to- the ring he

mouth if she's







You think you've beaten

us? We haven't even used a
fraction of our strength

against you. 3

P Once the
kid gloves come
Off, uoug farents e
will annihilate yoi
We brought you
children Ilgto this

Alex, what I said
before, Ididn't







§ Pamn,
Mrs. Pean's ring
only eeemzto be decoding
every other word of this
Abstract thing. I just hope
there's enough dirt in here
to put our parents away
for good.

You sure
you know the way to

the police station, Yeah, I
Karolina? got arrested a

Istill can't believe that
was all Just an act. And =
Ican't Ige“ﬁ;fe Ifell

But my... my parents
didn't signa ’Permiss!on
slip.

And they're
never going to sign

one again, Mol. The sooner |

you accept that, the

It's olcag,
sooner you'll--

Molly. We're

just going on

alittle field
trip.

be s‘?_ hard on
yourself, gorgeous.
Pidn't Qour mom
and dad both win
Emmys? It's like,
lying about who

they really are is
what your parents
are best at.







Y~ That's mi
father's ?inq

tone.

ou
turn to AM ?070
in... five... four...
three... /

Well, young man, I
would say that this little
misadventure violates
the curfew we agreed
upon, wouldn't you?

Police are still searching for
sixteen-year-old Alex Wilder,
wanted in connection with
yesterday's murder in Malibu.

ELECTRIC LOUIE

Runaway Pestiny
Gonzales was found
stabbed to death in
the area teenager's
bedroom late last night.

Police suspect that
the brutal slaying m.
have been related to the
youn%man's involvement
in violent online role-
plauing games.







I
miss the be

T

Authorities are
reportedly also
looking for other

local teegs
may have helped

commit

is crime.

In addition, the

Amber Alert system |

has been activated
for ele ven-uear-o!d

> Molly Hayes, who was,

af.‘eg‘e:;;.lf kidnapped
s gang Just
a Few hours ago.

bou, thia entlre
city belongs to

The Prid

Nice try,
Pad. But we'll
prove that you

framed us. <

vae? To whom"’
police? who
au thfnk tipped us oFF
at you had run away
in the Hrst place? The
media? who do
think T ordere to
release this story?







Alex, honey,
it's your mother.
pPon't do this. Please.
The Pride... these men
and women, they will hunt
you down and gut
you like a--

But that doesn't mean we're despots.

We're just concerned citizens who've
made great sacrifices to make the

world a better place for you.

And if
you come home now,

1swear that your
mother and I will make
all of your problems
disappear.

) Idrather
[ blowmy own
brains out than
go back te
your lies.

Listen
to me, you
little son

of a--

dead. Our parents,
they... they control
eve, ing. We're

fugitives from the
N, entire world.

there's only
one thing left £
to do.

Then

Fall off the \
face of the |
earth.






The Hayes Residence
S:01;A:M.

liy...

We Know,
love.
But
don't fear, Mr.
and Mrs. Wilder
have already put the
back-up plan into
ect.

The
Minoru girl
actuall
strucl
me.

Bi deal, she froze 1\\[’
me like a... a mystical /
popsicle. _~

How .
could they all
betra? us like /]
this?







L
Su| 1=
to mer):r?;

When T
was toweling ofF
in your foyer, T
noticed this on
the floor.

unsigned.

Pon't \
know. Thing's \

Wwell, well,

well, The Pride |

suddenly has
its verf own
mole.

What does

it say?

Pad-- I love you, and I
B know you have reasons for
\ doing what you did. Pon't
worry, I'll always be loyal
.. to you.”







b/ The "amazing hiding \
t”you've been
ragging about
is a cave?

cave is closer to
Franklin. This one's way
oNthhe beaten path.

Actually, body comes back
isn't this where here.
they shot exteriors

for the old Batman

©Oh, I bought

/ that off eBay. I put it up right
after I found this place, just to make

sure nobody tried to squat in my haunt.







Where
are we?
Ican't see
anything!

Bouys and
— qgirls, welcome
—1 to alittie place

Iiike tocall... /T
The Hostel! £

Karolina,
take off
your inhibitor
bracelet!

D







well, hostlle is the right
word for it. Looks like it was
designed by M.C. Escher ¢ this weird
on crank. -~

thanl

It doesn't
seem very...
stable.

What kind of lame '\ [ First of all, watch
codename is amovie made
Arsenic and Old . before 1455.

Secondly, it's
not a codename.
Ijust don't want to
be called Gertrude

Yeah,
that's her new \
name... to do
with my new
one. _«

From |
[ nowon, I'd like
\ tobecalled
Arsenic.

i Yeah, a few years ago, I read
about a "missing mansion’ in Iguess
Istole from “some crazy actor
my old man... before he had a  puilt this joint up
chance to reud"it himself, there back in the 1920s.

From the looks of it,

it got swallowed up

during an earthquake
and fell down

N
T, )
the namesthey ‘N
gave me.







here on out, you can cal
me, um... Lucy In the Sky.

Chase's !
name should be
\ Talkback.

Well, my AIM N
handle is Sister

>~ i
duess that
works.

you have to
" | \ pick something
original!

" so original about
naming yourself after
 some ancient song?

wanted tobe |
Princess
\ Powerﬂn'...







o

Irecodnize
that my parents
have ruined that
name, but I don't

My
name is Alex
er.

Fine. Until then, we can start to atone for our parents'
crimes by helﬁinq people. we'll protect the werld
they're trying to destrou.

But at
least half of us are
wanted criminals
now!

Yeah, &
John walsh is
probably already
gunning for
us.

What's
the alternative,
“Arsenic”7 Beind
an adult? _

If that
means turning into
the people who raised
us...

l

want to run
from it.

By using
all of these powers
and weapoens and...
and resourcesto
bring our parents to
Jjustice for everything =
they've done. Alex, that
could take years!

Well, we can't just sit in here
and wait to die. we'll have
to wear disguises or
something ’ en we go
out.

are you talking
about? Pressing  No offense,
up in costumes  Alex, but isn't
and... and playing that sort of
super hero? chlldish?
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“THE BEST ORIGINAL CONCEPT FROM
MARVEL IN THIRTY YEARS.”— wizadmagazine

At some point in their lives, all young people believe their parents are evil ... but what if they really are?

Meet Alex, Karolina, Gert, Chase, Molly and Nico — whose lives are about to take an unexpected turn. When
these six young friends discover their parents are all secretly super-powered villains, the shocked teens
find strength in one another. Together, they run away from home and straight into the adventure of their
lives — vowing to turn the tables on their evil legacy.
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